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2018 Heart of 

Texas Rally 

Six Flags of Texas 
The Six Flags of Texas describes the six nations that have had 

sovereignty over some or all of the current territory of the U.S. 

state of Texas: Spain (1519–1685; 1690–1821), France (1685–

1690), Mexico (1821–1836), the Republic of Texas (1836–

1845), the Confederate States of America (1861–1865), 

and the United States of America (1845–1861; 1865–

present).  Texas is the second largest state by land area and 

the second largest state by population (suck it Rhode Island). 

 

For this rally, you will be exploring aspects of Texas history which arise from the early colonization 

of the empty Texas frontiers (well, except for those pesky Karankawas and Apaches) to the 

growth of a nation and eventually one of the major economic and cultural hubs of the world.  

This rally will revolve around the six sovereign flags that have existed here and their role in the 

development of this land. 

I apologize now for one simple fact: Texas history is OLD.  Granted, it’s not Greece old or even 

Great Britain old.  Yet those ancient societies had something Texas does not.  They have either 

lots of stone to work with or lots of wood, or both, and they last.  Texas has dirt which means 

adobe. Adobe was quick and easy to work with but doesn’t stand much the tests of time.  Many 

of you will discover this if you choose to visit the oldest house in Fort Stockton.  No, instead we 

have historical markers.  Lots of them.  They dot the sides of Texas highways, corners of 

courthouse squares, and the sides of large skyscrapers in our big cities.  They’re everywhere and 

remind us of the adventurous spirit that tamed this land, of the trials and tribulations, the 

suffering and catastrophes, and the domination of the human spirit for which Texans are known.  

You’re going to take lots of pictures of historical markers and for this I apologize.  But I ask this of 

you:  When you take the picture, take a moment to really read what the marker says.  Listen to 

the tale of the intrepid explorer that crossed this land, the stubborn pioneer who wouldn’t quit.  

Look around.  I might have sent you somewhere not to see the marker itself, but the beautiful 

vista stretching out just beyond.  Look around.  Don’t just read Texas history, experience it. 

 



But wait…..what is a rally and what am I doing? 

This is a long-distance rally.  This means it is a scavenger hunt-photo collection 

bonus on motorcycle timed event.  Using the following rules and bonuses listed, 

you will drive around collecting said bonuses by taking pictures of places and things 

or by performing some task as listed in the instructions. Each bonus is worth a 

different amount of points.  The points depend on the difficulty of reaching said 

bonus or how much the rallymasters really want you to go there.  During the time 

allotted, you collect as many points as you can.  The person at the end with the 

most points wins! 

You do not need a GPS to run this event but they sure are helpful.  The bonus listings 

do provide addresses or basic directions to a bonus but we’ve worked hard to give 

you GPS coordinates which will put you right on top of the bonus itself or at the 

best place from which to view said bonus.  If you don’t have a GPS, we suggest you 

buy or borrow one.  If you don’t want to, no issues and you can having bragging 

rights at the banquet for being “old-school”. 

If you are familiar with Basecamp or Microsoft Streets and Trips, they are good 

route planning tools.  Google Maps or Google Earth have become popular route 

planning tools.  Between these programs, I think 99% of riders can give you advice 

or attest to their helpfulness.   

Do not think you can claim every bonus.  You can’t and it’s not possible in the time 

allotted.  This is not a race.  Speed will gain you nothing.  There are no points (in 

this rally) for the most miles ridden or the least miles ridden or arriving to the finish 

first.  I do know that you have a limited amount of time and unless you are using 

every last possible moment to be out riding and collecting bonuses, you are giving 

points away to someone else. 

If you have questions about any part of the rules or the rally book, don’t feel afraid 

to ask.  Even experienced rally riders have questions or maybe some listed 

instruction in the book is vague.  The only stupid question is the one not asked.  



Let’s tell you a little bit about the countries you will be learning about 

and seeking on your bonus hunts: 

Spain:  

Spain claimed ownership of the territory which comprised part of the present-day 

U.S. state of Texas, including the land north of the Medina and Nueces Rivers, but 

did not attempt to colonize the area until after locating evidence of the failed 

French colony of Fort Saint Louis in 1689. In 1718, the first civilian settlement in 

Texas, San Antonio, was established as a way station between the missions and the next-nearest existing 

settlement. Spain was forced to relinquish its control of New Spain in 1821, with Texas becoming a 

province of the newly formed nation of Mexico, leading to the period in Texas history known as Mexican 

Texas. 

 

France:  

In 1685, French explorer Robert Cavelier de las Salle establishment of a fort in 

present-day southeastern Texas after bad maps and navigational errors caused his 

ships to anchor 400 miles west of his intended target, the Mississippi River. The 

colony faced numerous difficulties during its brief existence, including Native 

American raids, epidemics, and harsh conditions. As conditions deteriorated, La 

Salle left to seek help from the French settlements in Illinois Country, but La Salle and five of his men were 

murdered during a mutiny.  The remaining members of the colony were killed during a Karankawa raid in 

late 1688, four children survived after being adopted as captives. Although the colony lasted only three 

years, it established France's claim to possession of the region that is now Texas.  

 

Mexico:  

Mexican Texas is the era of Texan history between 1821 and 1836, when it was 

part of Mexico and called Tejas. Mexico gained independence from Spain in 1821.  

There were about 3500 settlers living in the whole of Tejas in 1821, mostly 

concentrated in San Antonio and La Bahia. To increase settler numbers, Mexico enacted the General 

Colonization Law in 1824, which enabled all heads of household, regardless of race, religion or immigrant 

status, to acquire land in Mexico. The first empresarial grant had been made under Spanish control to 

Stephen F. Austin, whose settlers, known as the Old Three Hundred, settled along the Brazos River in 

1822. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna's measures to transform Mexico from a federalist to a centralist state 

motivated the Texan colonists to revolt.  Texians declared their independence from Mexico, gained on 

April 21, 1836, when Santa Anna was taken prisoner following the Battle of San Jacinto. 

 



Texas:   

Stephen F. Austin, known as the Father of Texas, died December 27, 1836, after 

serving two months as Secretary of State for the new Republic. In 1836-37, six sites 

served as the capital of Texas until President Lamar moved it to Austin.  Although Texas governed itself, 

Mexico refused to recognize its independence and twice invaded and capturing San Antonio.   Many 

Texans had dreams of pushing Texas’ western borders to the Pacific, but two expeditions west failed. 

Texas was recognized by several countries, including the US, France, and the Republic of the Yucatan. Due 

to bad relations with Mexico and mountains of debt, Texas agreed to be annexed as a state by the US on 

December 29, 1845. 

 

Confederate States of America:  

Texas declared its secession from the United States on February 1, 1861, and 

joined the Confederate States of America on March 2, 1861. With few battles in 

its territory, Texas was mainly a "supply state" for the Confederate forces until mid-1863, when the Union 

capture of the Mississippi River made large movements of men, horses or cattle impossible. Texas 

regiments fought in every major battle throughout the war. The last battle of the Civil War, the Battle of 

Palmito Ranch, was fought in Texas on May 12, 1865.  This was over a month after Lee surrendered at 

Appomattox.  Oddly enough, many people think Texas regained statehood at the end of the war.  No, 

Texas was the last state readmitted to the Union….in 1870. 

 

United States of America:  

Admitted to the Union on December 29, 1845, Texas and its borders were the 

major cause of the Mexican-American War which many consider the training 

ground for the greatest generals of the Civil War.  After readmission to the Union in 1870, Texas became 

famous for its cattle trails which drove massive herds north to rail lines for transport to the east.  With the 

discovery of oil near Beaumont, Texas became a boom state through the beginning of the 20th century for 

petroleum production.  With advances in air conditioning in the 1950s, most southern states became huge 

draws for persons fleeing the cold northern states for better climates and many new opportunities for 

manufacturing, service industries, and most important, lots of land and a cheap labor force. 

 

 

 

 

 



Basic Theme: 
As you have read, the theme of the 2018 Heart of Texas Rally is The Six Flags of Texas.  You will notice 

many different types of bonuses in the rally pack.  Of these bonuses, the very first letter in the bonus 

code tells you much about the bonus.  For example: 

S = Spain 

SREVI  Mission Revilla a Visita       

SZAPA  Old Zapata 

SAGYB  Antonio Gil Y Barbo 

F= France 

FRUTX  Rushmore of Texas 

FAUDU  Audubon 

FBPAL  Battle of Palo Alto 

M= Mexico 

MSAGR  Santa Gertudis 

MTXMA  Texana Marker 

MURIB  Uribe Square 

T = Texas 

TMIFA  Milton Faver 

TOAUR  Old Aurora 

TPECY  Peters Colony 

C= Confederate States of America (hereafter CSA) 

CCACR  Canyon Confederate Reunion 

CCBIM  Chalk Bluff Indian Massacre 

CCHPB  Colonel Henry P Brewster 

U= United States of America (hereafter USA) 

UZULU  Old Zulu Stockade 

UONIO  Onion Creek Indian Fight 

UOPOW  Orange POW Camp 

 

And most importantly: 

6= Six Flags bonus 

6SANA  San Augustine Chamber of Commerce 

6FYTP  Fayette Public Library 

6NCGS  Nacogdoches City Hall 

 



 +  +  +  +  +   =  

 

For the rally, you can claim any bonus whenever you want (as long as it fits its listed time availability) 

except for the Six Flags bonus.  In order to claim a Six Flags bonus, you must have successfully claimed at 

least one bonus from each of the six sovereign nations listed above.  Once you have successfully claimed 

at least one of each flag, you may then go and claim one, and only one, Six Flags bonus. 

You can claim as many of any category as you want (i.e you can have five successfully claimed from each 

category) but once you claim a Six Flags bonus, your counter goes back to zero.  So, no, you cannot claim 

three from each category and then go claim three Six Flags bonuses in a row. 

Let me break this down again:  You must claim at least one Spain bonus, one France bonus, one Mexico 

bonus, one Texas bonus, one CSA bonus, and one USA bonus before you can claim a Six Flags bonus.  You 

can claim as many other bonuses (from any category other than a Six Flags bonus) as you want prior to 

going for the Six Flags bonus but once you claim the Six Flags bonus, all counters go back to zero and you 

must claim one from each category again before you can seek another Six Flags bonus. 

Simple, right? 

 

L- The Lunch Bonus:  In the December 2008 issue of Texas Monthly, the editor 

sent 39 people on a five-month odyssey to find the finest purveyors of chicken-

fried steak, mashed potatoes, burgers and fries, onion rings, pork chops, 

cornbread, fresh doughnuts, and hot apple pie. After 24,000 miles, a flotilla of to-

go containers, and a forest of toothpicks, the results were tabulated in the article 

“The 40 Best Small-Town Cafes”.  Their criteria for “small town” was a population 

less than 25,000.  Now, I don’t know about you, but 25,000 is a big town here in 

Texas.  But we get where they’re coming from.  Note: A decade later, not all these 

locations are still in business, thus there are less than 40 lunch bonuses. 

For the 80 hour riders, we are deviating from our previous “lunch bonus” options.  Previously we made 

you go to a sit-down restaurant but many riders had a hard time with the concept of what “sit-down” 

implied.  Then we made it Whataburger or Dairy Queen only, but many objected to this violation of their 

gluten-free lifestyle.  So we decided to give you a choice, and not just a choice, but a pick of the best 

small town cafes Texas has to offer.  Some of these places are legendary in their own right and to not 

have you visit the locations would be criminal.  This is a long rally, you’re gonna get hungry, so why not 

ensure you drive the best roads while eating the best food?  NOTE:  80 hour riders can collect up to 10 

bonuses which start with L.  The rules are pretty much the same for all.  From the time you get there, 

kickstand down to kickstand up, you must be present for 40 minutes.  You will then e-mail a picture of 

your receipt to scoring.  The 40 minute clock is on the honor system.  It is too cumbersome to do it any 



other way.  Besides, if you cheat in this sport, especially on our rally, it’ll most likely be the last rally 

you’ll be allowed to enter.  Anywhere. 

For you 12 hour entrants, sorry, you can claim one and only one of the lunch bonuses. 

Also please note, there is a French bonus for getting a receipt from a La Madeleine restaurant in El Paso 

(FLAMA).  That bonus does not count as a lunch bonus even though you’re getting a receipt from an 

eatery.  It does not have a length of stay requirement.  And it’s not one of the best small town Texas 

cafes either…duh. 

If you arrive at the diner/café/whatever it is and they’re closed for some odd reason AND you are there 

within the availability time listed in the bonus pack, you can still claim that bonus.  I did my best to 

research the times they were open, but sometimes mom & pop joints do whatever they want and I’m 

not going to make you responsible for that.  If they are closed, call the rallymaster.  You still have to stay 

there for 40 minutes if you want to claim it.  More than likely I’ll have you take a picture of your flag by 

the CLOSED sign.  After 40 minutes, you can continue your ride, albeit still hungry. 

 

DNATE – Donate to Many Helping Hands:  If you have ridden with us before 

then you know we believe in giving back.  One organization near and dear to 

my heart is Many Helping Hands.  MHH is a non-profit, faith-based organization 

of local churches which once a week provide a hot meal, haircuts, counseling, 

and other services to the homeless and near-homeless community in an area where there are zero 

government funded programs for this disadvantaged segment of the community.  There are no paid 

positions in the organization, it's all volunteer, and their monthly operating budget to help over 100 

homeless a week is probably less than your car payment.  For this rally, either the evening prior to your 

start or at the starting point odo check, purchase a raffle ticket from the rallymaster.  You will receive a 

receipt for your tax deductible donation.  Your raffle ticket will go towards a prize to be drawn at the rally 

banquet.  Raffle tickets are $10 each.  You can buy as many as you want but you only need one to 

successfully claim this bonus.  Be sure to claim it on your bonus claim form. 

 

EMAIL – Electronic Bonus Submission:  This part is REALLY important, so pay 

close attention.  We strongly suggest you participate in the e-mail bonuses 

submission process.  During the rally, you will take a picture with a device of your 

choosing and then you will promptly e-mail that photo to hotscoring@gmail.com.  

See further in the rules for instructions on this process.  You do not have to do this method but we are 

going to reward you for saving us all time doing it this way.  To claim this bonus, at any point prior to the 

start of the rally, take a picture of your valid state issued driver’s license with motorcycle endorsement, 

which will be valid during the dates of the rally (May 2-5, 2018), AND your valid proof of insurance for 

your motorcycle which is valid during the dates of the rally.  E-mail this photo, with your name in the 

subject line, to scoring. Your submission of bonus accomplishes two things.  First, it is your promise that 

you will participate in the electronic scoring process which streamlines the scoring process at the finish.  

Second, it allows us to check off your license and insurance prior to the rally start and speeds up the pre-

rally inspection process. 

mailto:hotscoring@gmail.com


I want you to be aware of something important though.  This rally will NOT be a real-time scoring event.  

In other words, the rally staff will not be sitting behind the computer awaiting bonus submissions for 

instant approval as we have done in rallies in the past.  At some point we will review your bonus 

submission and will reply, but it may be a couple hours later.  If you mess a bonus up, we’ll tell you via 

reply e-mail but it will be your responsibility to check these e-mails.  We will not call or text you to assist 

you.  Some replies will be right away, some will not.  Take care to check the bonus listing again before you 

ride away. 

 

SPOT – Spotwalla Tracking:  The rally rules has instructions on how to sign up for the 

public page and how to submit your personal link.  We do this for two reasons.  First, 

we want you to be able to look back at your route so you can see where you went and 

how.  Second, it is a great safety tool for rally staff to check and make sure you’re still 

moving or where you might be going.  We might need to warn you of bad weather or 

about issues discovered by another rider about a bonus.  Most of all, it’s a safety tool so we know that 

you’ll be safe and on time at the finish.  If you are a newbie to Spotwalla, ask for help and test it repeatedly 

prior to the rally start. Ten minutes prior to go is not going to be a good time to discover you haven’t been 

tracking or your device isn’t working. 

 

Please note: 

1.  You can only claim a bonus once.  There are not any progressive or repeat bonuses in this rally.  Once a bonus code is 

used, it cannot be used again. 

2. Reference the Six Flags bonuses, some places might not be flying the Six Flags of Texas on the day of the rally.  Heaven 

forbid, they may be flying other flags than the Six Flags that day. If that is the case, just take a picture of the flags that 

are there or the empty flag poles.  Drop a note in your bonus e-mail to the rallymaster or drop the rallymaster a text to 

let him know. 

3. The SPOT bonus, although it starts with an S and is found in the middle of all the S bonuses in the pack, does not qualify 

as a SPAIN bonus to get you to a Six Flags bonus.  



12 & 80 HOUR RALLY 

The 2018 Heart of Texas 12 Hour begins at 6:00 AM (Central) Saturday, 

May 5th, 2018, and ends promptly at 6:00 PM (Central) Saturday, May 5th, 

2018 at the LaSalle Hotel, 120 S. Main St. in Bryan, TX.  There is no penalty 

period and any rider arriving after 6:00 PM will be DNF. 

The 2018 Heart of Texas 80 Hour begins at 8:00 AM (Central) Wednesday, 

May 2nd, 2018 at the Heart of Texas Roadside Park, located off US-377 near 

Rochelle, TX.  The 80 hour ends promptly at 3:00 PM (Central) Saturday, 

May 5th, 2018 at the LaSalle Hotel, 120 S. Main St. in Bryan, TX.  For the 80 

hour, there will be a one hour penalty window after 3:00 pm.  There will 

be a 250 point penalty per minute.  At 4:00 pm, the 80th hour, any riders 

arriving after that point will be DNF.   

Please arrive at your start location one hour prior to your start time in 

order to sign waivers, complete any pre-ride bonuses, have tech inspection 

conducted, and receive your rally flag and any last minute ride 

instructions.  Any riders showing up 15 minutes or less prior to start will 

have to wait until all the riders depart before staff will complete pre-ride 

checks.  If for some reason you are going to be late to the start, please call 

the rallymaster. 

Scoring will begin Saturday at 3:00 PM Central and dinner will be served 

somewhere around 7:15 PM Central.  All riders have 1 hour from the time 

they check in at arrival to present themselves at scoring.  If a rider presents 

more than one hour after arrival check-in, it is a penalty of half their final 

points.  Further, any rider that cannot produce their rally flag at arrival 

check-in will lose half of their final points.  If for any reason you arrive late, 

you are still always welcome to the after event festivities.  

Heart of Texas Roadside Park, US-377, 20 miles N of Brady, TX GPS:  31.387371, -99.170063 

 

LaSalle Hotel, 120 S Main St, Bryan, TX     GPS:  30.672813, -96.374063 

 



If during the rally, you have mechanical issues, a crash, an injury, trouble 

finding a bonus, you stop to render aid, or any other of the myriad of 

reasons you might be delayed or stopped, contact the Rallymasters as 

soon as possible.  

Rallymasters:   Paul Tong  214-250-1340  -  paultong971@gmail.com 

Troy Martin  817-690-7944  -  qikslvr1@gmail.com  

If you have any questions prior to the rally start, especially if there is a 

rule or bonus which needs clarification, please contact the Rallymasters.  

We’ll be glad to sort it out.  

 

TIME:  The rallymaster’s clock will be set according the official NIST time which can 

be located at www.time.gov. 

 

GOOGLE DRIVE:  You may access all rally documents at https://goo.gl/FYzt67. You must 

print out the bonus claim form (will be posted when the rally pack is posted) and use it for 

documenting your bonus collection for the rally.  You will bring the completed bonus claim 

form to scoring regardless of which scoring method you choose.  Do not forget to include all 

non-moving bonuses on the bonus claim form including any non-moving bonuses offered prior 

to the rally start.  The Google Drive will also include a rudimentary .gpx file with bonus 

locations.  You do not have to use this .gpx file and we encourage you to develop your own 

system. 

  

http://www.time.gov/
https://goo.gl/FYzt67


RULES:  
1. Safety -  Do not do anything that brings your personal safety or that of another 

into jeopardy.  There are no prizes or official honors bestowed upon any 

finisher of this rally and it’s not worth it to take chances.  It is not necessary to 

exceed the speed limit or to drive at speeds that are excessive for current road 

or weather conditions.  We want you to ride smart and have a good time.  Any 

notice that you are driving recklessly or in a manner that puts this organization 

or our sport into a bad light may result in disqualification.  This is not a race.  

2. Equipment and Gear-  All motorcycles must be in good working order and 

capable of a moderate day’s worth of riding.  Your bike needs to start, have 

sufficient tread on the tires, no fuel or oil leaks, and have all required lights and 

equipment necessary to pass a Texas vehicle inspection.  You MUST wear a DOT 

certified (or higher rated) helmet at any time you are on your motorcycle 

regardless of whether it is moving or running or not.  Violation of this basic rule 

may result in immediate disqualification.  You must also wear pants (does not 

matter what kind, just no shorts or capris, etc) and motorcycle worthy footwear 

(i.e. no sandals, flip flops, Gucci boots, etc).  We also HIGHLY recommend you 

wear quality motorcycle gloves, a protective jacket, and other motorcycle 

safety gear.  

3. Conduct- Respect the Rallymaster, rally staff, and each other.  It’s a simple rule.  

If you come upon the scene of an accident, whether it involves one of our riders 

or not, we expect you to stop and render aid to the best of your ability even if 

all you can do is call 911 and direct emergency personnel to the scene.  Failure 

to stop is considered a DNF violation.  If you must stop and it will cause you to 

be late, immediately notify the Rallymaster and we will make reasonable 

accommodations.  If you are going to be more than 30 minutes late to the 

finish, contact the RM so we don’t send a search party out for you.  

4. Availability- To avoid confusion, we want to explain what availability codes 

mean.  If it is a time code, such as 2p-5p, that means on any given day from 

2pm to 5pm.  Maybe the time code says M-W 4p-6p.  This means on any 

Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday from 4pm to 6pm.  Day of the week 

abbreviations are Su for Sunday, R for Thursday, Sa for Saturday and everything 

else should be obvious.  ‘Nighttime only’ means from looking at the picture we 

do not see daylight or evidence that the sun is still up.  ‘Daylight only’ means I 

can look at the picture and can tell the sun is indeed up and there is sufficient 

daylight to naturally light the thing being photographed.  Aperture 



manipulation of cameras to capture ambient light to avoid availability of bonus 

restrictions will be denied and in some cases may be construed as cheating.  

Sunrise to sunset typically involves daylight so we try to always use ‘daylight 

only’ but you can use www.timeanddate.com at your current location to 

determine if you are within standard sunrise and sunset times. 

5. Insurance and License-  Each rider must carry basic liability insurance in 

accordance with the state he or she is licensed and is responsible for his or her 

own liability.  Each rider must have a valid driver’s license with motorcycle 

endorsement in accordance with the laws of the state in which they live.  Lastly, 

the rider’s motorcycle should have a current registration and inspection as 

required by the laws of the state in which they live.  If your motorcycle license 

plate does not display a current registration sticker, bring your registration 

receipt you received when you renewed.  

6. Picture requirements-  In order to facilitate a smooth rally and less time at 

scoring at the end, we are instituting a photo by e-mail process.  This will 

require a device which can digitally capture your bonus photo and then e-mail 

the photo to a designated e-mail address.  There is no requirement on the size 

of the photo.  We ENCOURAGE you to use a large file size so we have the ability 

to zoom in.  This is especially helpful for e-mailing in receipts photos. Just don’t 

make the picture so small that we cannot see your rally flag or the thing we 

sent you to photograph.  DO NOT go out and purchase a cell phone with data 

capabilities just for this rally.  If the bonus e-mail process is prohibitive to you 

and you need to submit photos via a memory card, you must notify the 

Rallymaster at least 7 days prior to the rally so that we may determine if an 

exception needs to be made and the most reasonable manner in which to 

accommodate this exception.  Instructions are listed below on e-mail scoring 

and standard digital camera scoring.  If your e-mail device breaks, you may 

revert to a digital camera for the remainder of the rally but contact RM at the 

finish to see if EMAIL (a bonus you can claimed which signifies your intention 

to use electronic scoring) can still be claimed.  All bonus photos must be sent 

via email from the bonus location as long as you have signal and data 

connection.  If you are in an area where your cell phone signal or data signal is 

insufficient to send your bonus photo, it’s okay.  When you do finally arrive 

somewhere where you can send them, do so at that time.  If it is several photo 

submissions at one time, we understand.  If you do have enough signal though 

and you just forget or choose not to send the photo, you may be subject to 

point penalties at the discretion of the rally master. 

7. Flag Requirement – Your rally flag must be in every picture UNLESS the bonus 

requirement specifically states your flag is not needed.  Your flag is needed for 

http://www.timeanddate.com/


receipt submissions.  Your rider number on the rally flag must be visible and 

legible.  YOU MUST REMOVE YOUR ENTIRE BODY FROM YOUR MOTORCYCLE 

TO TAKE THE PICTURE.  All pillions must be in EVERY photo unless the 

instructions specifically state your flag does not have to be in the picture or you 

are photographing a receipt.  You may use any tripod, selfie-stick, or any other 

device you choose.  You may hang your flag on your motorcycle in any manner 

you choose.  You just must not be on your motorcycle when the picture is taken, 

driver or rider.  If the bonus requires the rider be in the picture, this means that 

both the rider and the pillion (and your rally flag) must be in the picture.  If you 

lose your rally flag, contact the rallymaster.  From that point on, your face (and 

your pillion if applicable, must be in every picture.  The penalty for losing your 

flag is half your final points. 

8. SPOTWALLA bonus-  Check your bonus listing for the SPOT bonus.  This bonus 

is for joining the public rally page AND sending us a SPOTWALLA link for your 

personal ride prior to the rally start.  If you go to https://www.spotwalla.com, 

you will find links and information on to what devices are compatible with 

SPOTWALLA.  You do not have to own a Spot device.  DeLorme Inreach is 

compatible as are apps that you can place on your iPhone or Android phone.  

There are numerous options.    

To get points for this bonus, join the public 2018 Heart of Texas Rally page on 

Spotwalla with your initials as your location ID.  Once done with that, create a 

personal trip in Spotwalla and send us the link.  If you choose to password 

protect your personal trip link, please include the password in the e-mail you 

send us with the link.  Prior to the rally start, send your name and your link (and 

password if one) to hotscoring@gmail.com.  Once we get your link, we’ll add 

the SPOT bonus to your score sheet.  Be sure to remember to add it to your 

bonus claim form.  It will probably be one of the first things you have listed. 

Don’t forget to test your Spotwalla personal trip before you leave the house! 

***You must sign-up for the public page AND send me your link to your 

personal SPOT trip you’ve set up for this rally.  That’s two requirements for the 

SPOT bonus*** 

 

  

https://www.spotwalla.com/
https://www.spotwalla.com/


PUBLIC SPOTWALLA PAGE 

 

There will be a special place in Heaven for Jason Jonas.  He runs the Spotwalla page 
and provides this excellent service to the whole world free of charge.  Jason has set us 
up a public Spotwalla page for the rally.  You are NOT REQUIRED to participate but 
you will not receive the SPOT bonus unless you join the public page and send us your 
personal trip link.  There's no view password on the public page so please be sure you 
are aware of secure zones and how to control the types of messages that update 
your location on the page.  See this link for supported devices. 
 
https://spotwalla.com/help/devices.php#supported 
 
Secure zones are regions of the map where locations will not be shown. They allow the 
user to safeguard their home, place of work, grandma's house or any other region 
where they want to maintain some privacy. More information on secure zones can be 
found here: 
 
https://spotwalla.com/help/devices.php#home 
 
 
The direct link to the 2018 Heart of Texas Rally location page is: 
 
https://spotwalla.com/locationViewer.php?id=521 
 
Riders can join the public page by clicking this link: 
 
https://spotwalla.com/join.php?a=a&id=521 
 
When you join the page, you will have an opportunity to enter your initials as your 
location ID.   
 

When I receive your personal trip link, I will double check to make sure you have 

registered for the public link.  I will then add that you achieved the SPOT bonus on the 

score sheet BUT you must still remember to list it on your bonus claim form.  It can be the 

first bonus you list and just put down your start time and the start mileage on the 

corresponding blanks on the claim form. 

 

  

https://spotwalla.com/help/devices.php#supported
https://spotwalla.com/help/devices.php#home
https://spotwalla.com/locationViewer.php?id=521
https://spotwalla.com/join.php?a=a&id=521


CLAIMING A BONUS  

All photos must clearly show your rally flag in the picture unless the instructions for the bonus 

specifically state otherwise.  For receipts, just place your receipt next to your rider number on 

your rally flag and take a picture of that.  Your rider number must be visible.  For two-up 

couples, the pillion must appear in all pictures (except for receipt photos, unless your pillion is 

REALLY small).  

Example shot with a flag (from the 2015 NIITWIt Rally Clinic):  

  

Please note the example photos in the rally book.  Your photo does not have to exactly match 

but when scouting, we took our photos from the easiest spot we could reach the bonus, so if 

you try to match our photo as much as possible, your scoring will go much easier.  You’ve 

ridden mile after mile to reach some of these destinations.  Take the time to read, and then 

re-read, the bonus instructions before you snap your photo and shoot off down the road.  

Once the picture is captured, you will e-mail the photo to:  

hotscoring@gmail.com  

You will put in the subject line: RIDER NUMBER + BONUS CODE   

Example:  54    LIZC   (this is rider #54 claiming bonus LIZC)  

The Rallymaster and/or Scoremaster will attempt to reply to each submission.  Our reply may 

not be immediate, so do not sit around at the bonus location waiting for a reply before you 

move on to the next bonus.  If you are in a no-data zone, attempt to submit your bonus as soon 

as reasonably possible.  Do not hold the pictures until the end.  Once the photo is sent, log the 



bonus on your claim form by filling in the pertinent information.  Send all photos in the order 

taken and list them on your bonus claim sheet in the order submitted.  At scoring, we will 

compare our list with your list to make sure they match.  If you don’t log it on your claim form, 

you will not get that bonus.  If your claim sheet matches the scorer sheet, your scoring is done 

and should take about 30 seconds.  There will not be an attempt at real-time bonus approval 

for this rally. 

If you reach a bonus destination and the bonus is unavailable (i.e. closed, burnt down, stolen, 

moved, etc) call the Rallymaster.  If you cannot reach us because everyone else is calling, take 

a picture of the surrounding area and the coordinates on your GPS to show you were there 

and submit that.  If another rider is able to claim the bonus normally though, you will not be 

able to claim those points.  Make every effort to comply with bonus instructions before 

resorting to alternate proof.   Traffic, parades, military operations, and road races will not work 

as excuses why you couldn’t get to the bonus for a picture.  Look for a work-around to the 

problem.  If everything fails, call the Rallymaster. 

You may take as many pictures of any bonus as you desire but do not submit them all.  Find 

the best picture and submit that one.  Keep the rest and we can look at them later if it’s 

necessary.  

Also be aware that you may have to walk, or climb, to claim some of these bonuses.  Some of 

them are difficult for anyone.  If you cannot physically perform the task, do not attempt them.  

Trust the rallymaster, there are significant points available for much easier to reach bonuses.  

Some bonuses that require considerable non-riding effort have decent point values, but this is 

because the bonus will take anyone a decent amount of time to claim.  It’s proportional to the 

time and effort.  Research your route and bonuses you attempt to claim before the rally start.  

There are no tricks.  Some things worth seeing are not accessible directly via motorcycle but 

we still want you to experience them. 

  

  



SUBMITTING YOUR BONUS RECEIPTS 

The rules for receipt bonuses are essentially the same as any other bonus and we’re going to 

make it easy for you.  This is really important for the lunch bonuses and FLAMA.  Make sure 

the receipt is computer generated and lists the name and address of the location (see special 

rule under RECEIPTS for exceptions on this rally).  Ensure the time and date on the receipt fits 

the time availability for the bonus.  Take a picture making sure the entire receipt and rider 

number are in the picture.  Then, e-mail your picture to scoring at:  

hotscoring@gmail.com  

For bonuses that require a receipt, place your receipt next to the number on your rally flag, 

take that picture and e-mail to scoring. 

You will put in the subject line: RIDER NUMBER + BONUS CODE  (Example: 14  LHT6).   

Easy, right?  (Note:  the larger the picture file size, the easier for us to zoom in and see the 

receipt detail, so this is one time not to scrimp on the file size.) 

Here’s an example: 

 

 

RECEIPTS  

All receipts MUST be computer generated.  Additionally, the receipt must contain the 

establishment’s NAME, ADDRESS, and also include the DATE and TIME.  Additionally, keep your 

receipts for the scoring table in case there is a problem with the picture you submit. (See 

special instructions in next paragraph) 



  

BUT WAIT!!!!! What if the little mom & pop place I went to for a meal bonus doesn’t have 

computer generated receipts?  What if they don’t even give receipts at all?  Don’t fret.  Take 

whatever receipt they gave you and e-mail that it.  It’s okay for these mom & pop diner bonuses 

and for these we waive the “must be computer generated” requirement.  If the receipt doesn’t 

have the name of the restaurant, please have them write it on there somewhere.  We 

understand.  If you cannot receive any type of receipt at all, we’ll have you take a picture of 

your flag, on your bike, which will be parked in front of the restaurant.  Call or text the 

rallymaster to let him know so we don’t deny the bonus submission. Cool?  

 

STANDARD DIGITAL CAMERA SCORING 

You do not have to do the e-mail (electronic) scoring.  If you need an adapter to connect your camera to 

a computer, please make sure you bring it to the scoring table.  Scorers will be able to download data 

from standard SD cards, but if you’re using something else, please make sure you bring anything needed 

to read your data with you.   Unfortunately, if you choose digital camera scoring (vs. the e-mail scoring 

method), you will not be eligible for the TEST bonus which offers a significant bonus for those choosing to 

do e-mail scoring. 

If you use a standard digital camera, you must set the camera to the proper date and time on the Central 

time zone.  No photos will be accepted that are marked by the camera as being taken outside of the rally 

hours.   Please remove any non-rally photos from your memory card.  The Scoremaster has stated there 

will be penalty points if non-rally related photos should be on the card. 

  

COMBO BONUSES 
 

A combo bonus means that you achieve a set amount of points for successfully obtaining particular 

bonuses.  For example, a combo bonus COMB1 might require you to successfully obtain three picture 

bonuses; let’s call them BON1, BON2, and BON3.  Once you successfully submit those three bonuses, you 

will automatically be given the combo bonus.  You do not need to send anything in BUT be sure to list it 

on your bonus claim form.   

 

 

  



THE EMAIL BONUS  
Is this new method of scoring (electronic scoring) a little new to you?  Do you want to make sure this is 

going to work before you start?  I can’t blame you and we want to make sure it works as well.  Since 

reading comprehension is super important, we hope that you’ve taken the time to read this page because 

it’s worth a bunch of points.  Yes, this initial bonus, which you can earn the day you receive your rally pack, 

is worth many points.  Again, you may submit this bonus when you receive your rally pack but not later 

than your rally start. 

This is what we want:  Using the device and e-mail settings you will use for the Heart of Texas 

Rally, take a picture of your valid state issued driver’s license with motorcycle endorsement, 

which will be valid during the dates of the rally (May 2-5, 2018), AND your valid proof of 

insurance for your motorcycle which is valid during the dates of the rally.  E-mail this photo, 

with your name in the subject line, to   

hotscoring@gmail.com    

Make sure that you use your name in the subject line.   Therefore, if I were to send in the 

picture of me and my documents, the subject line would read:  

Paul Tong     EMAIL     
Once you have completed this, we will send you a confirmation e-mail.  Be sure to claim this 

bonus on your score sheet as EMAIL.  This bonus and SPOT will most likely be the first two 

bonuses on your bonus claim form.  If you claim EMAIL, you agree to do e-mail 

submission of bonus photos for the entire rally.  Thus, if you decide to change to a digital 

camera for scoring, you will not receive EMAIL points. 

  



HOW TO READ THE BONUS LISTING  

  

The manner in which bonus listings are completed change from time to time.  We want to give 

you a quick rundown on how to read our bonus listing.    

For example, in the time restriction part, if the bonus says you can only claim it between 0900-

1500 (9am to 3 pm), do not take the picture and send it in at 0830 (8:30am).  That’s too early.  

If the listing says 1300-1400 (1pm to 2pm) and you e-mail it at 2:02 pm, we understand that 

taking the picture and emailing it might take some time, so we will make allowances for this 

situation.  We’ll also make allowances for areas with no data signal that can delay your e-mail 

but do not take advantage of this consideration.  If in doubt, we will examine the picture data 

and see at what time you actually took the photo.  Still, do not submit it at 2:30pm.  This would 

be too late.   

If the bonus time requirements say that it is anytime, then you may claim it anytime.  For all 

the bonuses that say daylight only, or sunrise to sunset, make sure we can tell there is daylight.  

If it is a night only bonus, it should look like nighttime.  

Let’s start with example 1:  

  

Here you can see the bonus Mustangs of Las Colinas.  The bonus code you’ll use for 

submitting the photo via e-mail and on your bonus claimed form is MUST.  It is 

worth -500 points.  It is located at 5221 N. O’Connor Rd in Irving, TX and the GPS 

coordinates are 32.870614, -96.938809.  It is only available from 0800-0830 (8am-

8:30am).  The requirement for the picture is to take a picture of the foal jumping 

into the water and have no more than the foal and one other horse in the picture.  

 

 

  

 

 



Example 2:  

  

Here you can see the bonus named Petrified Wood Station.  The bonus code you’ll 

use for submitting the photo via e-mail and on your bonus claimed form is PETW.  It 

is worth -182 points.  It is located at 904 US-81 Business in Decatur, TX and the GPS 

coordinates are 33.228609, -97.578609.  It is available during daylight hours.  The 

requirement for the picture is to take a picture the Petrified Wood Station.  

 

**If the availability is left blank, this means that the 

bonus is available anytime.** 

If you have any questions or concerns, during the rally call the Rallymaster or 

Scoremaster.  Prior to the rally, e-mail me at paultong971@gmail.com.  

 

Check out the link below which is the ride report of Steve Bracken from the 2016 

NIITWIt Rally 12 hour edition.  It’s a good basic primer of what to expect and 

problems to avoid when riding in a 12 hour rally. 

http://twigg2324.wixsite.com/lifebehindbars/single-post/2016/10/24/NIITWIT-2016--

-12-Hour-Rally 

 

 

 

 

mailto:paultong971@gmail.com
http://twigg2324.wixsite.com/lifebehindbars/single-post/2016/10/24/NIITWIT-2016---12-Hour-Rally
http://twigg2324.wixsite.com/lifebehindbars/single-post/2016/10/24/NIITWIT-2016---12-Hour-Rally
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2018 12hr Heart of Texas Rally - Bonus Boo

1836

6ALAMAlamo Grounds Six Flags
300 Alamo Plaza

San Antonio

TX 29.426347 -98.486071

In the courtyard on the northern side of the Alamo, one will find the six flags of Texas displayed.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

9a-5:30p

************************************************************************************************************************

1244

6CROCCrockett Six Flags
W Goliad Ave and Rail Rd

Crockett

TX 31.317731 -95.460553

In a special display for David Crockett, one will find the six flags of Texas displayed.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

1313

6DSCRDallas Scottish Rite
500 S Harwood St

Dallas

TX 32.77902 -96.792346

At times the Dallas Scottish Rite Catherdral flies the six flags of Texas in front.  If they chose not to during your visit, just 
get a good picture of the front of the catherdral similar to the reference photo.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

1619

6ESTLEastland Six Flags
TX-6 and W Commerce St

Eastland

TX 32.401211 -98.835649

On the western side of Eastland is a display of the six flags of Texas at a local crossroads.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 Page 1 of 86



1244

6FYTPFayette Public Library
855 S Jefferson St

La Grange

TX 29.899133 -96.871757

On the corner of the Fayette Public library are displayed the six flags of Texas.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

1836

6GOLIGoliad Six Flags plus Three
217 US-183

Goliad

TX 28.64783 -97.382964

At the infamous Goliad presidio where James Fannin and many Texian soldiers were massacred by Mexican soldiers, one 
finds not only the six flags of Texas, but three others including the Fredonia Republic, the Gutiérrez-Magee Expedition, and 
the Long Expedition.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

2333

6HOUSHouston Square
Angelo and Madrid Streets

Castroville

TX 29.356322 -98.879106

Castroville was actually settled by Frenchman Henri Castro (hence the name).  In the local town square are located nine 
flags, much like Goliad, where the six flags of Texas are displayed plus three from other short-lived rebellions.  

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

2071

6LOSAI-20 at Louisiana
1255 N Interstate 20 E

Waskom

TX 32.462614 -94.044731

This is a Texas information center where almost all have the six flags of Texas displayed.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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2153

6LOUII-10 at Louisiana
1708 I-10

Orange

TX 30.123066 -93.712865

This is a Texas information center where almost all have the six flags of Texas displayed.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

999

6NAVINavasota Six Flags
TX-105 and Veteran Memorial Dr

Navasota

TX 30.3786 -96.10922

Here is a local memorial park which exhibits the six flags of Texas.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

1534

6NCGSNacogdoches City Hall
202 E Pilar St

Nacogdoches

TX 31.602674 -94.655434

Much like San Augustine, Nacogdoches flies the nine flags of Texas (see the Goliad Six  Flags bonus).

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

1251

6SAJASan Jacinto Monument Six Flags
1 Monument Circle

LaPorte

TX 29.750338 -95.081864

On the western side of the San Jacinto monument, one will find displayed the six flags of Texas.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

8a-6p

************************************************************************************************************************
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1505

6SANASan Augustine Chamber of Commerce
611 W Columbia St

San Augustine

TX 31.531259 -94.117927

In front of the San Augustine Chamber of Commerce are displayed the nine flags of Texas (see Goliad Six  Flags bonus).  

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

653

6TSHMTexas State History Museum
1800 Congress Ave

Austin

TX 30.280316 -97.738417

In front of the Bullock Texas State History Museum are displayed the six flags of Texas.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

9a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

1836

6TXCPCapitol Extension Reverse Seal
1100 Congress Ave

Austin

TX 30.275654 -97.740016

In the main lobby of the Texas capitol is the State Seal of Texas.  The REVERSE of the state seal of Texas, which displays 
the six flags of Texas, is one floor below.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

9a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

1743

6VICTVictoria Deleon Plaza Six Flags
101 W Forrest St

Victoria

TX 28.799871 -97.006041

Deleon Plaza in Victoria is a historic site.  It doesn't get much play in the history books because historically the early 
empresarios were loyal Spanish and later loyal to Santa Ana's Mexico.  Still, many patriots came from here and in the plaza 
are displayed the six flags of Texas.

Take a picture, as best you can with your rally flag in the photo, of the set of flags displayed here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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127

CACICAlabama Coushatta Indian Memorial
State Park Rd 56 & Colabe Rd

Livingston

TX 30.715121 -94.673679

The Alabama and Coushatta tribes are two different tribes but have coexisted near each other for hundreds of years.  
Moving from central Alabama in 1763 due to white settler encroachment, they eventually migrated to east Texas where 
they lived closely with early Texian settlers.  Members of the tribe participated in the Mexican revolution from Spain, the 
Texas revolution from Mexico, and the Civil War.  Although Sam Houston worked to maintain their tribal lands, they were 
a small entity and lost their status as an official tribe in 1954.  Due to the efforts of Texas Congressmen Ronald Coleman 
and Charles Wilson, the tribes were reinstated their federal recognition as a tribe in 1987.  A monument to the tribe’s 
Confederate service is located in the center of the reservation.

Take a picture of the stone marker dedicated to the tribal soldiers in the Civil War.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

161

CBARRJames Buckner Barry
Walnut Ave & TX 144

Walnut Springs

TX 32.054783 -97.749427

James Barry came to Texas from North Carolina in 1845. He fought in Mexican War and Indian campaigns. In the Civil 
War, commanded Confederate cavalry regiment in Texas outposts from Red River to Fort McKavett.  Camps were a day's 
horseback ride apart. Patrols protected outer settlements and prevented Indian attacks and threatened Federal invasion 
from Indian territory.  Elected to Texas Legislature 1883. Died on ranch near here. Left personal records of his years in 
frontier defenses.

Take a picture of the historical marker titled "James Buckner 'Buck' Barry, C.S.A." here in Katy Park.

0900-1700

************************************************************************************************************************

100

CBOONBoonville Cemetery in Bryan
Boonville Rd, east of SH-6

Bryan

TX 30.672486 -96.331019

Boonville, was the first county seat of Brazos County and the former town site is now inside a well-maintained cemetery.  
A committee of six men was appointed by The Republic of Texas Congress to select 150 acres from the John Austin league 
to be the county seat.  The committee purchased the land for $1.00 per acre on July 30, 1841. The county name was 
changed in 1842 to Brazos County.  Boonville was an overnight stop for the stage from Houston. The town enjoyed 
prosperity from 1842 to 1861. After the Civil War when railroad expansion picked up where it left off the county seat was 
moved to Bryan and Boonville slowly died off and was absorbed into Bryan.  The cemetery has been recently renovated 
and hosts all sorts of interesting historical matter, including statues of founders, replicas of frontier cabins, and cannon 
replicas from past Texas conflicts.

Take a picture of the cannon located in the middle of the cemetery.

5p-6p

************************************************************************************************************************
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170

CCHMCCamp Henry McCulloch
US 87, 0.3 miles SE of US 77

Victoria

TX 28.85346 -97.022014

At the suggestion of Confederate Col. Henry McCullough, an area near this site north of Victoria, known as Nuner's Mott, 
was selected for the establishment of a military training camp in 1861. Troops from Bell, Bexar, Calhoun, DeWitt, 
Gonzales, Guadalupe, Matagorda, Travis, and Victoria counties began arriving that September. Col. Robert Garland of 
Virginia was appointed regimental commander. The entire regiment, now known as the Sixth Texas Infantry, trained at 
Camp McCullough until May 1862. Captured at Arkansas Post in 1863, the regiment later fought in the Battles of 
Missionary Ridge, Atlanta, Franklin, and Nashville before finally surrendering with the Army of Tennessee in North Carolina.

Take a picture of the historical marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

180

CCMATConfederate Matagorda incident
TX-60 and Matagorda Cemetery Rd

Matagorda

TX 28.701458 -95.956443

In late 1863, during the Civil War, Union forces stormed much of the Texas coast in an effort to block the flow of goods 
and supplies going through coastal ports. One of the most important port openings was the Matagorda Bay, where the 
Gulf of Mexico meets the Colorado River. Confederate Naval Officer, Capt. James R. Marmion, led gunboats to face the 
Union ships across the peninsula.  Capt. Marmion’s gunboats helped prevent the Union forces from successfully 
constructing fortifications. That night a combined total of 57 men took two boats to the shore of the peninsula as well as a 
third boat to carry officers. An extremely cold norther forced the transports to return to the gunboat.  Despite the short 
distance to retreat, the boats were swamped in the storm and 22 men died. Most Matagorda families were impacted by 
the deaths. Eventually the Union troops retreated, leaving the Confederate forces in control of the peninsula.

Take a picture of the TX historical marker for the Matagorda Incident.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

777

CCMPAConfederate Memorial Plaza
121 S Main St

Anderson

TX 30.488379 -95.986546

In the town of Anderson, Grimes County, Texas is a CSA infantryman statue representing Company "G" 4th Texas 
Volunteer Infantry, Army of Northern Virginia, AKA "The Grimes County Grays".  Originally the statue was planned for the 
old county courthouse in Anderson, but after a single objection the placement of the monument on the old courthouse 
grounds was rejected. A small parcel of land next to the old courthouse was purchased and renovated into the present 
park. Much of the work and fundraising was done by The Grimes County Grays Camp of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, hence the statue represents a Grimes County Gray.

Take a picture of the statue in the small park.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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229

CCSASCamp San Saba
FM1955 and Wood St

Brady

TX 30.996637 -99.258415

Here was stationed, 1862-1864, Captian W. G. O'Brien's Company of mounted volunteers a unit of the frontier regiment 
organized to protect the frontier against Indians. The regiment in 1864 became the Forty-sixth Texas Cavalry in the 
Confederate Army. 

Take a picture of the stone Texas historical marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

225

CCWJLJohn Lidiak at Hostyn
936 FM 2436

Hostyn

TX 29.846734 -96.920744

During the Civil War, Joseph Lidiak and his son, John Lidiak, fought in the War Between the States. The irony of this, 
however, was the fact that they fought on opposite sides. The son happened to be hauling cotton on a wagon to 
Brownsville, TX. Two stories exist about how he ended up in the Union Army - one states that he was captured in 
Brownsville and drafted; the other states that he was convinced by Union soldiers to join their ranks. Meanwhile, his father 
was a Corporal in Martindale's company of the Confederate Army. After the war, however, both came home to Hostyn and 
lived together on the farm. They are now honored with two military guns placed in opposite directions at the rear of the 
church.

Take a picture of the monument to John Lidiak.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

215

CDICKRichard Dowling
6100 Dick Dowling Rd

Sabine Pass

TX 29.732634 -93.873111

Richard William "Dick" Dowling was the victorious commander at the Second Battle of Sabine Pass in the American Civil 
War.  Born in 1837, Dowling left Ireland for the United States in 1846.  Dowling moved to Houston in 1857, where he ran 
of a number of saloons at a very young age.  Dowling had made a name for himself as an able and successful 
entrepreneur and had been involved with a predominantly Irish militia company which was mustered straight into the 
Confederate Army, with Dowling himself being elected First Lieutenant.  It was suspected that the Union Army would 
attempt an invasion of Texas via Sabine Pass, because of its value as a harbor for blockade runners and because about 18 
miles northwest was Beaumont, on the railroad between Houston and the eastern part of the Confederacy.  On September 
8, 1863 a Union Navy flotilla of some 22 gunboats and transports with 5,000 men accompanied by cavalry and artillery 
arrived off the mouth of Sabine Pass.  The Confederates, having drilled for months under Dowling’s instruction, poured a 
rapid and withering fire onto the incoming gunboats, scoring several direct hits, disabling and capturing two, while the 
others retreated in disarray. The rest of the flotilla retreated from the mouth of the pass and returned ignominiously to 
New Orleans, leaving the disabled ships with no option but to surrender to Dowling. With a command of just 47 men, 
Lieut. Dowling had thwarted an attempted invasion of Texas, in the process capturing two gunboats, some 350 prisoners 
and a large quantity of supplies and munitions.  In gratitude, the ladies of Houston presented the unit with specially struck 
medals.  The medals were actually Mexican eight reale coins with both faces sanded down and with new information 
carved into them. They were inscribed "Sabine Pass, 1864" on one side, and had a Maltese Cross with the letters D and G 
on the other.  Because of the official recognition given to the action, it is now accepted that these Davis Guard Medals are 
the only medals of honor issued by the Confederate government, and consequently are collector's items today.

Take a picture of the monument to Richard Dowling and the defenders at Sabine Pass.

8a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************
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274

CFILIFiring Line
Main and Constitution St, Victoria, TX

Victoria

TX 28.799381 -97.00621

Noted Texas sculptor Pompeo Coppini made an agreement with the local chapter of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. If they would let him design the statue - it would be a more fitting tribute to the men who fought than any 
other Confederate statue in the state. They agreed and Coppini made this piece - the only one of its kind.   The plaque 
reads:  To The Soldiers of the Confederate States of America.

Take a picture of Coppini's statue.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

187

CGSVPGrand Saline Veteran's Park
US-80 and FM 857

Grand Saline

TX 32.674078 -95.699899

The large saline deposit was a major source of salt in Texas during the Civil War. Salt was first obtained by the Indians. In 
1854, works were built. During the Civil War, the demand for salt, the only known way to preserve meat, increased to 
supply the Southern army.  When the Confederate government levied a meat tithe on farmers, the demand for salt 
increased and often cattle and cotton were exchanged for salt which itself became a medium of exchange. When salt 
became scarce, women dug up smokehouse floors to extract salt from the soil.  This marker dedicated to the local industry 
for which the town is named is also located in the community’s veterans’ memorial park and outdoor museum.

Take a picture of the historical marker located near the tank.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

167

CHACOHamilton County, C.S.A.
US-281 and CR-203, Hamilton County, TX

Hamilton County

TX 31.815735 -98.114471

Created and organized in 1858. By 1860 had 489 people in 78 families from 15 states. Vote in 1861 was 86-1 in favor of 
secession. 60 farmers were organized as Hamilton County Minutemen, a unit of part-time soldiers. Others joined 
Confederate regiments and fought at Vicksburg, Shiloh and other memorable battles.  During the Civil War, travel was on 
horseback and hauling by ox wagon.  With few men on hand to brand and herd, feuds rose over thefts and straying 
cattle. In differences over war issues, 2 men fled to Mexico to join Federals. Later they returned, trying to recruit 
neighbors into a unit disloyal to Texas, to welcome planned Federal invasion. Further trouble came from many 
Confederate deserters who took refuge along the streams and lived by theft and violence.

Take a picture of the marker dedicated to Hamilton County's history.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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530

CHHHOHarper Hidey Hole
23478 US-290, Harper, TX 78631

Harper

TX 30.301502 -99.248181

Pioneer preacher Matthew Taylor and the families of his daughter and two sons moved here in 1863 from their homestead 
on the Llano River. They built a cabin on this site near the source of the Pedernales River. In August 1864, Matthew and 
his son Jim returned to the Llano for a load of hay, leaving in charge Eli McDonald, husband of Matthew's daughter 
Caroline. On August 8, 1864, at a nearby spring, Jim Taylor's wife Gill was surprised by a band of Kiowas and wounded by 
an arrow. Before she died, she warned the others, who took refuge in the cabin. After a brief fight, the Indians killed Eli 
McDonald. They captured his wife Caroline and daughters Mahala and Becky Jane; and Alice, James, and Dorcas, children 
of Matthew's son Zed. Matthew's wife "Aunt Hannah" escaped and hid in a cave in what is now Harper Community Park. 
Matthew and Jim Taylor discovered the tragedy the next day and sought help from Eli McDonald's nephew Monroe. The 
two victims of the massacre were buried near Spring Creek, twelve miles east of Harper. "Aunt Hannah" was found and 
reunited with her husband. the captives wandered as far north as Oklahoma with the Kiowa tribe before they were located 
and ransomed by the U.S. Government.  Aunt Hannah's cave is not accessible, but there is a replica log cabin in the 
community park representative of the pioneer days.

Take a picture of the log cabin in Harper Community Park.

8a-6p

************************************************************************************************************************

250

CJEFFJefferson, C.S.A.
200 W Austin St

Jefferson

TX 32.755867 -94.345279

Big Cypress Bayou fed into the Red River at Shreveport.  Prior to 1876, there was a giant log-jam on the Red River north 
of Shreveport (the “Great Raft”) which had been there for 300 years, making river navigation north of Shreveport 
impossible unless you went up Big Cypress Bayou to Jefferson where boats could stop, load supplies, and turn around.  
Jefferson was the furthest inland that seafaring vessels could travel.  Jefferson became important center for Confederate 
activity.  Cotton Bureau Station set up to buy cotton, "life blood of the Confederacy." Two iron works in county made 
plows, kettles, skillets and cannon balls and thousands of cattle and sheep were driven to slaughter house for processing 
and shipment. Jefferson was also a debarkation center for troops leaving Texas.

Take a picture of the stone marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

177

CLLCSLlano Confederate Soldier
107 W Sandstone St, Llano, TX 78643

Llano

TX 30.750161 -98.676109

Erected in 1915 by the United Daughters of the Confederacy (also Jefferson Davis Highway bonuses), this tall Confederate 
monuments stands on the northeast corner of the Llano County Courthouse grounds in downtown Llano.  It consists of a 
Confederate enlisted man with a rifle and equipment at parade rest on top of an pediment set on a multi-layered base. 

Take a picture of the Confederate statue.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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1898

CLSRSLawrence Sullivan Ross Statue
377 Houston St, College Station, TX 77843

Aggieland

TX 30.615498 -96.341192

Lawrence Sullivan "Sul" Ross was raised in the Republic of Texas, much of his childhood was spent on the frontier, where 
his family founded the town of Waco. Ross joined the Texas Rangers, and in 1860, led Texas Rangers in the Battle of 
Pease River, where federal troops recaptured Cynthia Ann Parker, who had been captured by the Comanches as a child in 
1836.  When Texas seceded from the United States and joined the Confederacy, Ross joined the Confederate States Army. 
He participated in 135 battles and skirmishes and became one of the youngest Confederate generals.  In 1887, he became 
the 19th governor of Texas.  Despite his popularity, Ross refused to run for a third term as governor. Days after leaving 
office, he became president of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas (now Texas A&M University). He is 
credited with saving the school from closure, and his tenure saw a large expansion in college facilities and the birth of 
many school traditions. 

Take a picture of the statue to Sull Ross here in the heart of Aggieland.

Sat May 5 2p-6p

************************************************************************************************************************

220

CSALASamuel Lanham
604 S Alamo St

Weatherford

TX 32.752469 -97.80055

A South Carolinian, Samuel Willis Tucker Lanham volunteered at age 15 and fought 1861-65 in the Civil War. In 1866 he 
married Sarah Beona Meng and moved to Texas. The Lanhams taught school, first in Bowie County, then in Weatherford. 
Admitted to the bar in 1869, Lanham in 1871 became district attorney for five counties, including Parker. Also in 1871 he 
began to build his home at this site, enlarging it later. His speeches in 1871 at the trial of Indian chiefs in the Warren 
Wagon Train Massacre brought him fame at age 25. Elected United States Congressman in 1882 for the 98-county jumbo 
district of West Texas, he served as a national lawmaker for 17 years. S.W.T. Lanham was the last Confederate veteran to 
be governor of Texas, 1903-07. The Ex-Governor died here at his home and is buried in Weatherford.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location with the Lanham house in the background.  It is on the eastern 
perimeter of the property near the curb.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

220

CSOSPSoldier Springs Park
115 Thrush St, Weatherford, TX 76086

Weatherford

TX 32.744367 -97.808527

Confederate soldiers are said to have camped here in the 1860s because of the inviting spring. In 1890, veterans used the 
site for their 25th reunion. During the next year, 55 acres were set aside as "Soldier Spring Park". Chautauqua programs 
(1910-28), circuses, town gatherings, other reunions, and the public hanging of a criminal (1908) occurred here before the 
park fell into disuse. The city dump, 1934-53, and then a caliche mine, the area reverted to park use in 1973. Civic groups 
joined to develop recreational facilities and restore natural beauty with native plantings.

Take a picture of the historical marker here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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205

CSTINStinson Home
Governor Jim Hogg City Park

Quitman

TX 32.790474 -95.455188

James A. Stinson came to Texas in 1868 after having served as a colonel in the Confederate Army. He brought with him 
his daughter Sallie. He bought extensive timber and farm lands in the eastern area of Wood County; operated a large 
sawmill which sent lumber throughout the state. Was also known as an early-day scientific farmer.   In the parlor of the 
house, on April 22, 1874, Sallie Stinson married James Stephen Hogg, who later became the first native-born governor of 
the state. Col. Stinson was a southern aristocrat, a progressive thinker and a great scholar of government. He probably 
had great influence on James S. Hogg's ideas on good government. Was a leader in the county and state Grange, an 
organization which strove to protect rural interests. He was also instrumental in getting enacted into law the bill creating 
experimental farm, Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College (Texas A&M).

Take a picture of the historical marker with the Stinson house prominently in the background.

0900-1700

************************************************************************************************************************

1862

CTDUMTreue Der Union Monument
327 High St, Comfort, TX 78013

Comfort

TX 29.969768 -98.913829

The Nueces Massacre, also known as the Massacre on the Nueces, was a violent confrontation between Confederate 
soldiers and German Texans on August 10, 1862, in Kinney County, Texas. Many first-generation immigrants from 
Germany tended to support the Union and were opposed to the institution of slavery. Because of these sentiments, the 
Confederate States of America imposed martial law on Central Texas. A group of Germans, fleeing from the Hill Country to 
Mexico and onward after that to Union-controlled New Orleans, was confronted by a company of Confederate soldiers on 
the banks of the Nueces River and were massacred. This ensuing German defeat represented an end to overt German 
resistance to Confederate governance in Texas, but it also fueled outrage among the German-Texan population. Disputes 
over the confrontation and the efficacy of Confederate actions after the battle continue to plague the Hill Country into the 
21st century. The memorial holds a unique place in Texas history as the state’s first Civil War monument — and one of 
only two dedicated solely to the Union in a state that overwhelmingly voted to join the Confederacy.

Take a picture of the monument.

7a-8p

************************************************************************************************************************

289

CVVB1Val Verde Battery #1
118 E. Commerce St

Fairfield

TX 31.725522 -96.159853

Captured weapons were common­place during the Civil War. This Union gun was taken by a cavalry unit that fought the 
entire war—from New Mexico Territory to the Red River Campaign in Louisiana—solely with captured Union artillery. It was 
a unit that was organized around captured 6 pdrs. and howitzers and apprenticed as artillerymen under the necessity of 
battle.  Throughout the war, they identified themselves with their captured weapons. They were known as the Val Verde 
Battery and this 3-Inch Ordnance Rifle is one of the captured weapons they refused to relinquish to the Union.  Buried for 
20 years throughout Reconstruction and its aftermath, the battery's weapons were dug up in celebration of Grover 
Cleveland's election in 1884. Only two pieces were salvageable: this one #528 and a sister gun, #492, 20 miles to the 
west at the Confederate Reunion Grounds in Mexia.

Take a picture of the Val Verde battery gun at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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280

CVVB2Val Verde Battery #2
FM 1633 and FM 2705

Mexia

TX 31.632356 -96.560307

Captured weapons were common­place during the Civil War. This Union gun was taken by a cavalry unit that fought the 
entire war—from New Mexico Territory to the Red River Campaign in Louisiana—solely with captured Union artillery. It was 
a unit that was organized around captured 6 pdrs. and howitzers and apprenticed as artillerymen under the necessity of 
battle.  Throughout the war, they identified themselves with their captured weapons. They were known as the Val Verde 
Battery and this 3-Inch Ordnance Rifle is one of the captured weapons they refused to relinquish to the Union.  Buried for 
20 years throughout Reconstruction and its aftermath, the battery's weapons were dug up in celebration of Grover 
Cleveland's election in 1884. Only two pieces were salvageable: this one #492 and a sister gun, #528, 20 miles to the east 
at the Freestone County Courthouse in Fairfield.  There is a small fee to enter this park.

Take a picture of the Val Verde battery gun at this location.

8A-5P

************************************************************************************************************************

5000

DNATECharity: Many Helping Hands

If you have ridden with us before then you know we believe in giving back.  One organization near and dear to my heart 
is Many Helping Hands.  MHH is a non-profit faith-based organization of local churches which once a week provide a hot 
meal, haircuts, counseling, and other services to the homeless and near-homeless community in an area where there are 
zero government funded programs for this disadvantaged segment of the community.  There are no paid positions in the 
organization, it's all volunteer, and they're monthly operating budget to help over 100 homeless a week is probably less 
than your car payment.  Instructions will be listed in the Rally Rules booklet.

Donate by purchasing raffle tickets.  Receipts will be provided.

1 hour prior to rally 
start

************************************************************************************************************************

10000

EMAILElectronic Submission Bonus

We're going to speed up your scoring process.  As you ride, you will e-mail your bonus pictures to hotscoring@gmail.com.  
When you arrive at the finish, if everything went through okay, your scoring process will take probably less than 2 
minutes.  By submitting this bonus, you are agreeing that you will do electronic e-mail scoring for the rally.

Using the device and e-mail account you will utilize during the rally, e-mail a picture of your current valid license with 
motorcycle endorsement and your proof of insurance for the motorycle you will be riding to hotscoring@gmail.com.

Prior to rally start

************************************************************************************************************************
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233

FCDASChamp D'Asile
422 US-90

Liberty

TX 30.057421 -94.816104

Monument in tribute to French settlers, who after many trials and adventures, came to Texas in the spring of 1818 to 
found on the banks of the Trinity River the Champ D'Asile: a last refuge for peace and liberty "Nous voulons vivre libres, 
laborieux et paisables" (We want to live as free men through our labor, and in peace.).

Take a picture of the Texas historical marker at this location in reference to French Napoleonic officers who attempted 
to settle in this area.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

126

FCLESCharles Lesuer
20th and Paige St

Georgetown

TX 30.625088 -97.675894

Charles Marion Lesuer was a planter, public servant, and Confederate officer.  In 1852 Lesuer moved to Williamson 
County, Texas, where he established himself as a planter. In early 1861 he represented Milam and Williamson counties in 
the Secession Convention and later in the year was reelected to the state legislature.  With the outbreak of the Civil War, 
however, Lesuer had, in September 1861, raised a company of cavalry, the "San Andres Light Horse Company," in Milam 
County for service in the Confederate army. Lesuer declined his seat in the legislature, opting instead to become a captain 
in the Fourth Texas Cavalry Regiment, when his company was incorporated into that unit at San Antonio in late 
September. Following the war, he returned to Central Texas and resumed his leadership in the community and was buried 
at the Presbyterian Cemetery in Georgetown, Texas.

Take a picture of the plaque on the front gate to the cemetery which reads "Presbyterian Cemetery".

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

94

FDGBYDoughboy
200 W. State St

Groesbeck

TX 31.522816 -96.535216

Figure of a World War I infantryman advancing through the stumps and barbed wire of No Man's Land.  Soldier dressed in 
uniform and holding a grenade in his upraised right hand and a rifle with sabre drawn in his left hand.  Dedicated to the 
memory of the heroes of Limestone County who gave their lives in defense of their country in the World War.  Nov 11 1929

Take a picture of the WWI soldier from the French battlefield which is located on the corner of the courthouse here.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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213

FFTSLFort Saint Louis
9 FM 444

Inez

TX 28.904728 -96.791495

Thirteen miles southeast of Inez is located the site of Fort St. Louis. First French settlement in Texas attempted by Rene 
Robert Cavelier Sieur de La Salle in 1685. Devastated by the Karankawa Indians, burned by members of the Alonso De 
Leon Expedition in 1689. On its remains the Spaniards constructed Presidio de Nuestra Senora de la Bahia del Espirtu 
Santo, Marquis of Aguayo and Father Fray Agustin Patron, O.F. M. In 1722 as a protection for the mission of Nuestra 
Senora del Espiritu Santo de Zuniga for the civilizing and Christianizing of the Indian tribes of the vicinity moved to Mission 
Valley on the Guadalupe River near the present Victoria in 1726; moved finally to Santa Dorotea in Goliad near the San 
Antonio River in 1749.  By the way, Peter Green and Paul Tong stopped at the gas station by this marker TWICE in the 
2017 Iron Butt Rally but never noticed this marker here.

Take a picture of the Texas historical marker located here in the corner of the store parking lot.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

284

FGFRSGrave of a French Sailor
909 Navasota St

Austin

TX 30.266854 -97.725745

In 1996 doomed French explorer Sieur de La Salle's ship, La Belle, was discovered buried in Matagorda Bay. Over the next 
decade, La Belle, whose bones were surrounded by a tall coffer dam to keep out the waters of the bay, was carefully 
excavated from the mud at the bottom of the bay. The remains of this unknown sailor were found inside La Belle. His 
body was excavated with the ship, and interred in 2004 under an impressive Texas red granite monument with two 
plaques on it that stands in a place of honor along Memorial Row in the Texas State Cemetery.

Take a picture of the monument to the unknown LaBelle sailor who is buried here at the Austin State Cemetery.

8a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

310

FICARIcarian Colony
FM 156, 0.7 miles south of downtown Justin

Justin

TX 33.076451 -97.296315

In 1848 French immigrants established the Icarian colony at a Texas location that is as yet unverified, although some 
sources place it near the site of present-day Justin and fifteen miles north of Fort Worth. The first cabin and sheds may 
have been constructed near the confluence of Denton and Oliver creeks. The colonists held claim to 10,240 acres platted 
in checkerboard fashion. Little information is available on the community itself. Icaria never became a viable, permanent 
settlement, and no more than seventy inhabitants participated in the communal experiment at any given time. The colony 
survived less than a year. From beginning to end, the project was characterized by poor planning, opposition within the 
Icarian movement, inadequate financing, deception at several levels, debilitating physical hardships, and human tragedy.

Take a picture of the Justin historical marker which mentions the Icarian colony.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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192

FJBFTJoseph Blancpain's French Trading Post
20136 I-10

Wallisville

TX 29.838372 -94.736313

French trader Joseph Blancpain established a trading post in this vicinity in August 1754.  He had entered Spanish 
territory, and the Spanish soon received word of his presence. The Spanish governor ordered a detachment of soldiers to 
arrest the French. Aided by the Bidai Indians, the Spaniards located the settlement and attacked on October 10. The 
Frenchmen were imprisoned in Mexico City, where authorities concluded that Blancpain was an agent of the French 
government. He died in prison in Mexico on March 14, 1756, and the other members of his party were imprisoned in Spain 
for life.

Take a picture of the historical marker for Blancpain's Trading Post.  It is on the west side of the Chambers County 
Museum.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

365

FJLMRJean Lafitte Maison Rouge Ruins
1417 harborside Drive

Galveston

TX 29.310452 -94.785113

Jean Lafitte (c. 1780 – c. 1823) was a French pirate and privateer in the Gulf of Mexico in the early 19th century.  Lafitte 
became a spy for the Spanish during the Mexican War of Independence and moved to Galveston Island, Texas, where he 
developed a pirate colony he called Campeche. Lafitte essentially developed Galveston Island as another smuggling base. 
His men tore down the existing houses and built 200 new, sturdier structures.  The headquarters was a two-story building 
facing the inland harbor, where landings were made.   The foundations of his fort, the Maison Rouge, still stand at their 
original location.

Take a picture of the Maison Rouge ruins at this location (note: find somewhere close to park, don't stop in the street.)

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

203

FLASKLa Salle and the Karankawa
1700 7th St

Bay City

TX 28.982884 -95.969632

Located in front of the Matagorda County Courthouse, this 1936 Texas Historical marker features relief art of French 
explorer René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, (Robert de La Salle) and a Karankawa Indian.

Take a picture of the historical marker of the relief of Robert La Salle and a Karankawan Indian.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

205

FLCRNLa Calle Real del Norte
304 North ST

Nacogdoches

TX 31.605723 -94.655143

This state historic marker was placed in 1936 to celebrate the Centennial of Texas. The marker is located along North 
Street/the US 59 Business route at southwest corner of the Durst-Taylor Home, north of downtown Nacogdoches.  The 
1936 Centennial marker reads as follows: "La Calle Real del Norte, An 18th-century trail connecting the Indian villages of 
the Nacog- doche and Nasoni Indians. Travelled by Spanish missionaries, soldiers and settlers, French traders and 
American filibusters before Anglo- American colonists came to make Texas their home.”

Take a picture of the centennial Texas historical marker located here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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189

FLJSDLouis Juchereau de St. Denis
20734 FM 255

Douglass

TX 31.667167 -94.883227

Canadian Frenchman Louis Juchereau de St. Denis played an important role in the beginnings of Texas. In 1711, Spanish 
Father Francisco Hidalgo wrote a letter to the French Governor Cadillac in Louisiana seeking assistance from the French in 
the religious conversion of the Caddo Confederacy. In response, Governor Cadillac sent trader St. Denis who found that 
Father Hidalgo had returned to Mexico. Following him, St. Denis arrived at the Presidio San Juan Bautista del Río Grande 
in July 1714 and was arrested and sent to Mexico City. There he gained the trust of the authorities with his vast 
knowledge of the rivers and terrain of Spanish Texas and he helped to produce the noted Olivan map of 1717.  St. Denis 
returned to as a guide and ambassador for the Ramón-Espinoza-Margil expedition that founded a total of six missions and 
a presidio. St. Denis became the commandant at Natchitoches but Spanish authorities continued to forbid his trading 
activities of contraband goods but they had little control.  Because of his expertise with the native Indians, the Spanish 
grew to loathe St. Denis and upon his death, the Governor in Mexico City is said to have declared, “St. Denis is dead, 
thank God!”

Take a picture of the Texas Historical marker located here, specifically the one dedicated to St. Denis.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

359

FLMINLaSalle Monument near Indianola
TX-316

Indianola

TX 28.527366 -96.508638

This 40-foot Texas gray granite monument of Rene Robert Cavelier, Sieur De La Salle -- or "Robert de la Salle" for short -- 
is located on the turnabout/terminus of Texas Highway 316 by the ghost town of Indianola in Matagorda Bay. Born in 
Rouen France November 22, 1643, La Salle came to New France as a failed member of the Jesuit order.  He was 
industrious and promoted quickly.  After exploring and claiming the Mississippi basin in the name of France, he returned to 
France and brought back settlers and ships.  He landed at Matagorda Bay near here on February, 15, 1685 but several 
disasters forced him to walk back to a French fort along the Mississippi.  His men mutinied and La Salle was murdered 
near present day Navasota.

Take a picture of the monument to La Salle located here in Indianola.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

1687

FMDLSMutiny and Death of La Salle
412 E. Washington Ave

Navasota

TX 30.389205 -96.086992

The French Fort St. Louis was a dismal failure.  After two years of trying to make a new colony work, LaSalle left his 
colony to march east to find the Mississippi River and hopefully French assistance.  Near the site of present Navasota, La 
Salle was murdered by his own men in March, 1687. Look both ways when visiting the La Salle statue in Navasota – the 
towering bronze sculpture, built in 1930, sits right in the middle of the busy main street, Washington Avenue, and traffic 
swirls around it. The murder didn't happen exactly on this spot, but many historians contend that it took place not far 
away.

Take a picture of the statue to LaSalle located here in the middle of Navasota.  Watch for traffic.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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359

FREUNLa Reunion
Fish Trap Rd north of Denison St

Dallas

TX 32.783491 -96.860025

La Réunion was a utopian socialist community formed in 1855 by French, Belgian, and Swiss colonists on the south bank 
of the Trinity River in central Dallas County, Texas.  The founder of the community, Victor Prosper Considerant, was a 
French democratic socialist who directed an international movement based on Fourierism, a set of economic, political, and 
social beliefs advocated by French philosopher François Marie Charles Fourier. Fourierism subsequently became known as 
a form of utopian socialism.   The crux of the plan was to allow participants to share in profits derived from capital 
investments and the amount and quality of labor performed. La Réunion existed for only eighteen months with its demise 
attributable to financial insolvency, a shortage of skilled participants, inclement weather, inability to succeed at farming, 
and rising costs. On January 28, 1857, Allyre Bureau, one of the society leaders, gave formal notice of the colony's 
dissolution. By 1860, what remained was incorporated into the expanding city of Dallas.

The only remnant of the La Reunion community is this cemetery.  Take a picture of the La Reunion historical marker 
here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

113

FRUTXRushmore of Texas
4th St, south of Goliad Ave

Crockett

TX 31.317297 -95.457992

The area around the city of Crockett, in Houston County, was charted by the French trader, St. Denis, on his travels west 
to Spanish Mexico in 1715 on the El Camino Real.  Despite appearances, Houston did not name the county after himself. 
The name was proposed by local citizens in his honor. Before becoming the first President of the Republic of Texas, Sam 
Houston was appointed the General of the Texian Army. He and his men won independence for Texas at the battle of San 
Jacinto on 21 April 1836. The citizens of what would become Houston County had fought beside Houston during the Texas 
Revolution, and they wanted to show their esteem for him.  Crockett (named for Davy Crockett) was named the county 
seat a few months later.

Located on the back of this building is a very faded and aged mural of Texas heroes.  Take a picture of the mural as 
best you can.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

482

FSTDNSt. Denis and Normangee
OSR and CR 347

Normangee

TX 31.02534 -96.11527

First blazed in 1691 by Captain Don domingo Teran De Los Rios first provincial governor of Texas. In an expedition 
officially directed by Father Fray damian Massanet O-F-M Apostolic Missionary and explorer in Texas. the general route 
was northeast from the Rio Grande to the San Antonio River thence across the Guadalupe, San Marcos, Colorado, Brazos, 
and Trinity Rivers to the missions in east Texas. Other expeditions taking the same route: Espinosa Olivares Aquirre in 
1709, St. Denis in 1714, Ramon in 1716, Alarcon in 1718, marquis of Aguayo in 1720, Moses Austin in 1820. The Republic 
of Texas Officially made this road a boundary between a number of empresarial land grants. 

Take a picture of the El Camino Real marker which mentions St. Denis.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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611

FSTLCSt Louis Church
1200 Angelo St

Castroville

TX 29.355328 -98.878565

Henri Castro was a member of the Napoleon government during its height of power and later was active in a French firm 
which loaned money for the Republic of Texas.  Sam Houston appointed Castro a consul general for Texas in Paris and 
Texas later granted lands west of San Antonio for Castro to settle as an empresario.  Castro’s first colony was here in 
Castroville where early settlers built the church building which still stands at this site.  The cornerstone was laid in 1844 by 
the first Bishop of Texas, Jean-Marie Odin.

Take a picture of the portion of the old St Louis Church (see reference photo) which faces the street and has a 
historical location marker on the wall.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

919

LHT17th St Restaurant
754 7th St

Cushing

TX 31.814174 -94.840868

What keeps Cushing, a brief distraction on the drive from Jacksonville to Nacogdoches, alive and kicking? The 7th Street 
Restaurant may be partly responsible. Located in a row of mostly abandoned century-old storefronts in Cushing’s former 
business district, the locally famous chow parlor puts out the basics with flair. The chicken-fried steak is a must, and under 
no circumstances may you pass up the creamy, East Texas—style potatoes, mashed with the peels on. Leave room for 
homemade pie and time to study the impressive wall of license plates, which appears to represent all fifty states (and a 
number of foreign countries).

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

Su 1030a-330p, M-R 
1030a-9p, F-Sa 1030a-
10p

************************************************************************************************************************

1034

LHT10On the River
919 W 2nd St

Freeport

TX 28.953438 -95.357964

Not surprisingly, fried shrimp is the star at this joint immediately across from the docks, a favorite of fishermen, divers, 
and petrochemical plant workers. The chicken-fried steak, catfish, and burgers hold their own alongside what may be the 
best coleslaw in Texas. Fried dill pickles—sliced, lightly breaded—are an eye-opener, and the marvelous blackberry and 
peach cobblers provide culinary exclamation points. This place is the real deal. No skinny waitresses here, and natural hair 
color is conspicuous by its absence.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-Sa 10a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************
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LHT11Peabody's
1206 Fisher St

Goldthwaite

TX 31.451799 -98.569657

Housed in what was once a wool and mohair warehouse, Peabody’s is laid-back and family—friendly. Every Sunday, owner-
cook Allen Knight serves up some of the tastiest chicken-fried steak in the state. The meat is peppered and pounded thin 
before being hand-dipped in batter. Can’t-miss choices at the daily buffet-style lunch and dinner are the fried catfish and 
smothered hamburger steak. Each dish is accompanied by an array of fresh vegetables and a choice of straight-from-the-
oven rolls or jalapeño cornbread. Knight’s sister-in-law makes the prize-worthy pies from scratch; you’ve got to have the 
coconut cream.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

R 11a-8p, F-Sa 6a-9p, 
Su-M 6a-3p

************************************************************************************************************************

600

LHT12Johnny Rebs Dixie Café
708 S Market St

Hearne

TX 30.877248 -96.592425

We would like to use this space to apologize to our waitress, whom we startled with our unbridled enthusiasm. After two 
bites of the chicken and dumplings, we shouted, “This is amazing!” nearly causing her to drop a tray of iced teas. We then 
ordered the chicken-fried steak (hand-breaded), the mashed potatoes (lumpily perfect), and a cornbread muffin, and 
devoured it all. When she warily asked if we would care for some pecan pie, we thumped the table and hollered, “You 
kidding?” She hurried back with a slice, which, needless to say, we ate the heck out of. Customers: ethnically diverse; half 
regulars, half travelers. Decor: Confederate. 

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-F 1030a-9p, Sa-Su 
7a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************

1033

LHT13Koffee Kup
200 W 2nd St

Hico

TX 31.983004 -98.032929

You’re headed south on 281 and out of the corner of your eye you see an impossibly quaint limestone cafe labeled “Koffee 
Kup.” Screeech!Inside, kafe kitsch is king, inkluding a world-klass kollection of salt and pepper shakers. Handmade 
doughnuts appear at breakfast, and we could eat them all day long, except that sooner or later lunch rolls around, and 
we’re drawn to the spectacular jalapeño-and-cream-cheese burger on a homemade bun. The meringue pies, though 
famous, take a backseat to the apricot cobbler. Save a belt notch (or a whole new pair of pants) for a trip to Wiseman 
House, a gourmet chocolatier just across the street. 

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

6a-930p

************************************************************************************************************************
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LHT14Texan Café
207 East St

Hutto

TX 30.544397 -97.547694

This friendly joint in Hutto’s old downtown has an inventive way with classic fare. Don’t be perplexed by fried pickles. 
They’re lightly battered and surprisingly delicious. Homemade onion rings have a spicy cornmeal crust, and the T’s in the 
BLT are fried and green. Sides are fresh and tasty, especially the palate-cleansing cucumber salad and the Grumpy 
Potatoes, which left us anything but. The hand-breaded chicken-fry is made-to-order. Baked on the premises every 
morning, the pies are unfussy yet creative. There were sixteen the day we visited, including a peanut butter variety that 
makes Reese’s seem like kid stuff. Don’t miss the Pie Happy Hour, an institution that we imagine has caused a marked 
decline in late-afternoon productivity in the Hutto metro area.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

T-Sa 11a-830p

************************************************************************************************************************

952

LHT15Hill Country Cupboard
101 US-281

Johnson City

TX 30.276796 -98.40308

We hate to say it, but the hand-breaded fried pork chop at the Hill Country Cupboard knocked the gravy off the chicken-
fried steak. For that matter, the sides—tender black-eyed peas and home-style potatoes with onions from the 
griddle—almost outshone the main courses, and frankly, the dinner may have been eclipsed by the contents of the (count 
’em) two dessert cases. Basically, every bite was better than the last. We recommend the scrumptious homemade 
doughnuts and the gooey cherry pie with a fall-apart-in-your-mouth crust. If sweets won’t satisfy, there’s a bar in the back 
(or combine the two vices with a locally made tequila sucker). Menus glued onto paper sacks and a troll doll collection give 
the requisite quirky touches.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-W 7a-6p, R 7a-9p, F-
Sa 7a-10p, Su 7a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************

1226

LHT17Barth's Restaurant
445 N Sunset Strip St

Kenedy

TX 28.82875 -97.862293

Kenedy is barely a blip on the road between San Antonio and Corpus Christi, but Barth’s has been a must-stop for more 
than seven decades. Walk inside and take in the white-and-black-checked floor, the maroon-vinyl swivel chairs at the bar, 
and the spacious yet cozy booths in the back (smoking section: yes). The chicken-fried steak is mighty fine, but the pies 
are the showstoppers. We inhaled slices of the flaky-crusted apple and the manna-from-heaven chocolate. When we asked 
the cashier for a recipe, she just smiled, shook her head, and asked if the kiddos would like a lollipop.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-F 6a-9p, Sa 7a-9p, 
Su 7a-2p

************************************************************************************************************************
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LHT18Donald Citrano's Coffee Shop Café
1005 W McGregor Dr

McGregor

TX 31.441797 -97.416861

The waitress’ shirt said it all: “Western White House.” Not that long ago, this was one of the places where the national 
press corps hung out when President Bush was at his Crawford ranch. If the pictures on the wall are any indication, 43’s 
approval rating never faltered here. Despite its eight years in the limelight, the Coffee Shop is still just a good ol’ cafe that 
serves good ol’ food to good ol’ people, the kind with dust on their boots and jeans that aren’t prefaded. Be sure to order 
the onion rings and the rich and fluffy chocolate cream pie. Then it’s back to clearing brush.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-Sa 6a-9p, Su 6a-2p

************************************************************************************************************************

957

LHT19Blake's Café
9216 FM 725

McQueeney

TX 29.590686 -98.038651

In the summer, lots of folks spend the afternoon waterskiing at Lake McQueeney before stopping at this quaint gathering 
spot for some grub. The beer is cold and the vibe quasi-rustic (think wooden tables with captain’s chairs and walls 
decorated with a huge Texaco star and mounted fish and deer heads). Locals go for the steak and shrimp (though to be 
honest, the pie is skippable). Blake’s is the kind of place where everybody knows everybody else.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

11a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************

1484

LHT2Lucys on the Square
127 N Ohio St

Celina

TX 33.324469 -96.786075

Ah, the pinto beans, seasoned with oregano and thick chunks of bacon; or the hand-battered chicken-fried steak with 
cream gravy; or the yeast rolls, surprisingly dense and moist, whipped up daily in the on-site bakery; or the towering 
homemade coconut cream pie, so rich and smooth that a friend, his mouth half-full, slurred, “I thought I didn’t like 
coconut cream pie, but I just hadn’t tried Lucy’s.” These are some of the memories we treasure from our visit to this 
bustling downtown spot with exposed brick walls, “How you?” waitresses, and a giant fiberglass steer (that would be 
Lucy—that’s right, a steer named Lucy) gazing benevolently from the second-floor balcony at the happy diners below.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

T-F 11a-9p, Sa 8a-9p, 
Su 8a-2p

************************************************************************************************************************
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LHT20Love Creek Orchards Bakery Patio Café
14024 TX-16 N

Medina

TX 29.798172 -99.249713

You’ll swear you smell a spice-scented candle when you walk in the front door, but it’s really the apple-rific offerings at 
this small white frame house with apple-red trim. Medina is known as the apple capital of Texas, and Love Creek Orchards 
makes the most of it, turning out famed apple pie, apple ice cream, apple jam, and apple butter. You may be tempted to 
eat nothing but apple-based foodstuffs, although you’d miss a pretty fantastic burger (for which, surprisingly, apple slices 
are not an available topping). The apple-centric gift shop demands a stop on your way out.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

11a-3p

************************************************************************************************************************

763

LHT21Simply Country Café
17174 TX-146 N

Moss Hill

TX 30.246628 -94.741636

Simply Country used to be a store and gas station but has been transformed into a homey cafe, right down to the wooden 
tables and chairs, painted saws on the wall, and pie case by the front door. Owner Charlotte Price and her pie-making 
mom keep local diners coming back with favorites like ice box banana split and Chocolate Delight, plus the usual meringue 
and fruit varieties. On Thursday, the twosome starts cranking out pies for the weekend rush. If they run out, you can 
console yourself with hand-dipped chicken-fried steak and made-from-scratch mashed potatoes. (Weather advisory: The 
cafe was badly damaged by Hurricane Ike but hopes to reopen around Christmas.)

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

T-R 6a-2p, F-Sa 6a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************

862

LHT22Blue Bonnet Café
211 US-281

Marble Falls

TX 30.570785 -98.27598

Probably one of the best known hill country breakfast spots, the Blue Bonnet Café is also well know for their pies.  A very 
popular location, you can expect to wait for a while for a table.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-R 6a-8p, F-Sa 6a-
9p, Su 6a-145p

************************************************************************************************************************
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1193

LHT27Jack and Dorothy's Café
406 E Washington St

Stephenville

TX 32.221669 -98.199678

Jake and Dorothy’s should be in a time capsule. Hell, it is a time capsule. To celebrate its sixtieth birthday this June, the 
cafe served chicken-fried steak for $3.60 and buttermilk pie for 60 cents. The line was out the door. Gail Bolling, who has 
worked off and on at the restaurant for 35 years, is always being asked to take a snapshot of couples who had their first 
date here decades ago. The kitchen makes everything from scratch, including crisp chicken livers and lattice-crusted 
cherry pies that would do June Cleaver proud. After dinner, stroll a block to Stephenville’s town square to see the 
handsome county courthouse. You might spot a cowboy (Stephenville is the cowboy capital of the world) or a UFO (a 
bunch of locals reported sightings last January).

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

Su-R 530a-12a, F-Sa 
530a-2a

************************************************************************************************************************

493

LHT3Maxines on Main
905 Main St

Bastrop

TX 30.10966 -97.319859

Come for the food, stay for the waitresses. The potato skins filled with roasted-green-chile pork are perfect with a glass of 
homemade lemonade, and the chicken-fried steak is served with just-lumpy-enough mashed potatoes and a velvety, 
peppery cream gravy, but it’s the staff that elevates this friendly place on Main Street. When we inquired about the award-
winning chili, our waitress turned and shouted, “Hey, Maddie, how do you like the chili?” to a ten-year-old girl, who smiled 
and said, “It’s the only reason I come here.” Another waitress, hair piled high on her head, leaned out the door to check 
on an elderly man catching his breath at a sidewalk table, then brought him a mason jar filled with ice water.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

Su-T 7a-3p, W-R 7a-
8p,F-Sa 7a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************

804

LHT30H & H Bakery and Café
719 Lott St

Yoakum

TX 29.286716 -97.151554

“Best BBQ and bakery in town!” brags the H & H. A lot of folks obviously agree. Those who aren’t slaves to the brisket are 
hooked on the crisp chicken-fried steak with white gravy, or they’re fiends for the locally smoked turkey breast, or they’re 
meat loaf freaks. The mashed potatoes contain tasty tater lumps, and the fried okra and the berry pie are worth fighting 
over. On your way out, make another pass through the short cafeteria line to pick up a homemade sweet roll or doughnut 
to keep you company. Then take a minute and stroll over to Yoakum’s architecturally unique public library (it’s housed in 
the former city electrical plant) or shop for clothes and furnishings worthy of a country music star at the Double D Ranch 
store.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-Sa 615a-2p

************************************************************************************************************************
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LHT32Smokestack Restaurant
239 Private Road 741

Mingus

TX 32.508099 -98.417034

This one wasn't in Texas Monthly.  I stopped by here for a quick breakfast on the way to a peace officer's funeral in 
Abilene.  My buddy ordered biscuits and gravy and one pancake.  He wanted to eat light.  Instead, they delivered 4 
biscuits so tall and thick, they towered over the plate from one side to the other.  The gravy, served in a giant soup bowl, 
was enough to drown a small horse.  Last, the single pancake was the diameter of a vinyl LP and about an inch and a half 
thick.  Needless to say, 'everything is bigger in Texas' ain't just a boast.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.  They open at 7am…or when they feel like it.  Deal with 
it.

7a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************

1257

LHT4Cypress Creek Inn Restaurant
408 TX-27

Comfort

TX 29.968289 -98.913242

There is no longer an inn at the Cypress Creek Inn Restaurant, but who cares? The restaurant delivers on every homey 
pleasure implied by the town’s name. The dining room is crammed with plastic flowers, stained glass windows, bric-a-brac, 
framed newspaper clippings of historic events, Raggedy Ann dolls, and clown paintings. Regulars are greeted by name; an 
elderly woman dining alone was joined by a waiter who sat down to chat while he rolled silverware into napkins. 
Meanwhile, the chicken-fried steak is among the best we’ve ever encountered—a surprisingly tender cutlet in an irresistibly 
crispy crust, topped with delish gravy and served with a mound of real mashed potatoes. Pies are tops.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

W-F 11a-2p, Sa-Su 
1130a-230p, W-Sa 
530p-830p

************************************************************************************************************************

939

LHT5Bahnhof Café
213 W Main St

Cuero

TX 29.090923 -97.293112

A Romanesque Revival courthouse, a racing turkey named Ruby Begonia, and a chupacabra sighting—what more could 
you want from a small town? Thursday’s special at the Bahnhof Cafe, that’s what. We tried the meat loaf with brown 
gravy and the chicken-fried steak with white, and we overdid it with the homemade rolls and french fries adorned with a 
bit of peel. Slicker than most country cafes, the Bahnhof serves wine, but it’s Texas wine (mostly). The bread pudding 
should properly be followed by a nap (perhaps with one of the bachelor ranchers wolfing down chunky mashed potatoes 
with their pants tucked into their boots?). Or you could just go antiquing.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

7a-2p M-F, 8a-2p Sa, 
5p-9p F-Sa

************************************************************************************************************************
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LHT6Whistle Stop Café
904 US-81 Business

Decatur

TX 33.228192 -97.578603

Of the seven clocks that hang in the Whistle Stop Cafe, only one is right. Its numerals have fallen from their posts and sit, 
jumbled, at the six o’clock mark, but its face reads, “Who cares!?!” Never was this common bit of cafe kitsch more 
accurate. As we hunched over our chicken-fried steak—a tender cutlet encased in battered goodness and crowned with 
snow-white gravy—time’s wingéd chariot ground to a halt. As we tucked into one of the richest pecan pies to ever touch 
the tines of a fork, the wheels fell off completely. Housed in a 1929 stone building next door to the equally historic 
Petrified Wood Gas Station, the Whistle Stop is run by a bevy of sassy waitresses who quit serving lunch at two. So don’t 
lose track of time until after you’ve placed your order.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-F 6a-2p

************************************************************************************************************************

968

LHT7The Shed
8337 FM-279

Edom

TX 32.372426 -95.609513

When you get wore out, as they say in East Texas, from shopping the quaint row of art galleries in downtown Edom, the 
forty-year-old Shed will rejuvenate you with a superthick, fluffy-crusted chicken-fried steak, sides of mashed potatoes and 
okra, and a stout slab of homemade pie, often featuring local fresh fruit. Expect to dine alongside an amiable mix of 
country folks and artsy types. The staff is extra-friendly, even by East Texas standards. Afterward, check the front porch 
vegetable stand, browse the gift store next door, or head back to the galleries.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M 630a-2p, T-Sa630a-
8p, Su 7a-4p

************************************************************************************************************************

876

LHT8Sue's Roost
103 Edgar St

Eustace

TX 32.306519 -96.006562

Ask anyone where to get the best chicken-fried steak this side of Cedar Creek and they’ll send you to Sue’s, where you’ll 
find it hand-breaded, well-seasoned, and accompanied by fresh seasonal vegetables. Prepare for a rooster theme carried 
to the extreme; the birds cover everything—the walls, the counters, even the menus. Pies are baked at least twice a 
week; the pecan is fabulous. After pushing back from the fowl-print tablecloth, take your tea across the street and sit in 
the gazebo right on the tiny town square.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

M-Sa 630a-2p

************************************************************************************************************************

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 Page 25 of 86



394

LHT9Joe's Place
120 N Live Oak St

Fayetteville

TX 29.904779 -96.675457

Located in what was, at various times, a confectionery, a doctor’s office, and a saloon, this charming hangout on 
Fayetteville’s historic square doles out a plate-size chicken-fried steak with a toasty crust and a peppery cream gravy. The 
fried sweet potato chips aren’t too sweet, and fresh green beans sautéed with bacon and onions remind us of Sunday 
supper at Grandma’s. Dishes named after locals—Lisa’s Big Salad, Lanny’s Slow Smoked Ribs, Todd Fritsch’s Cowhand 
Ribeye—confer a sense of community. But no matter where you’re from, you’ll enjoy genuine Southern hospitality.

Go eat at this restaurant.  E-mail a receipt on your rally flag back to rally scoring.  From kickstand down to kickstand 
up, you must be at this location for a minimum of 40 minutes.

W-F 11a-2p, R-F 5p-
9p, Sa 730a-9p, Su 
730a-2p

************************************************************************************************************************

176

MALJDAlcalde James Dill
108 E Hospital St

Nacogdoches

TX 31.604779 -94.655299

Site of the home of James Dill.  Born in Pennsylvania in 1770, a pioneer Indian trader, recognized by the King of Spain as 
a public-spirited citizen, and was the first alcalde of Nacogdoches under the Mexican government in 1821.

Take a picture of the stone marker for James Dill.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

229

MANGOAngel of Goliad
Loop 71 and Cabrera Rd

Goliad

TX 28.646531 -97.381118

Francita Alavez was known as the "Angel of Goliad," for saving the lives of Texas prisoners of war in the "Goliad Massacre" 
by interceding on their behalf.   She persuaded Mexican officials to allow 20 men who were held to be spared as doctors, 
interpreters, or workers.   Francita entered the presidio the night before the massacre, bringing several men out with her 
and hiding them until after the Goliad Massacre.  She also made sure the 80 men from the volunteer Nashville Battalion 
were not executed.  Francita is believed to have been the mistress of a Mexican officer whose last name is Alavez and thus 
her true name is unknown.  She was abandoned by the officer who returned to Mexico City with the Mexican army.  She 
returned to Texas years later, penniless and alone, and was remembered for her actions and given employment on a local 
ranch.  This monument is placed here for her actions.

Take a picture of the monument of the Angel of Goliad.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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MBAFRBattle of Fredonia
TX-21, 1.7 miles east of San Augustine

San Augustine

TX 31.52644 -94.078571

Climax of first Anglo-American rebellion in East Texas. In 1826 colonizer Hayden Edwards defied expulsion orders of 
Mexico and founded Republic of Fredonia - raising flag of "Independence, Liberty and Justice." When Ayish Bayou settlers 
refused to join, he ordered their banishment. Fredonians, from log fort at this site, were ordered to take Ayish Bayou on 
Jan. 21, 1827. That day, however, without a shot, Stephen Prather's nine Anglos and sixty native Americans took the fort 
and 200 soldiers. At news of this, Edwards fled to the U.S., ending the Fredonia Rebellion.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

295

MBAVEBattle of Velasco
Surf Dr and Surfside Hwy

Surfside

TX 28.950782 -95.286062

The battle of Velasco, a prelude to the Texas Revolution and probably the first case of bloodshed in the relations between 
Texas and Mexico, took place on June 26, 1832. Henry Smith and John Austin, in charge of Texans who had gone to 
Brazoria to secure a cannon for use against the Mexican forces at Anahuac, opposed Domingo de Ugartechea (later of the 
Battle of Gonzales), commander of the Mexican fort at Velasco, who tried to prevent the passage of the vessel carrying the 
cannon. The Texans numbered between 100 and 150; the number of Mexicans was variously estimated at 91 to 200. 
Ugartechea and his garrison were forced to surrender when their ammunition was exhausted.

Take a picture of the marker dedicated to the Battle of Velasco.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

257

MBOM2Battle of Medina Two
Applewhite and Bruce Rds

San Antonio

TX 29.108753 -98.538776

When we speak of the Texas War of Independence, we think of the Alamo, Goliad, and San Jacinto but Texas had a long 
history of seeking independence from a tyrannical or distant government.  There were actually several attempts when 
settlers and colonists attempted to separate from Spanish colonial rule.  The Battle of Medina was fought approximately 20 
miles south of San Antonio on August 18, 1813, as part of the Mexican War of Independence against Spanish authority in 
Mexico. In 1812, 1,400 Texians in the Republican Army, composed of Tejanos, Americans, Euro-Mexicans (Criollos), former 
Spanish Royalist soldiers aided by an auxiliary force of Indians, and at least one black slave, faced 1,800 Royalist troops 
which were encamped near the Medina River.  Due to tactical errors, the Spanish forces rallied from a retreat and 
annihilated the Republican forces, killing and capturing the entire army, and then executing all but about 100 of them. The 
remains of the Republican troops were left to rot and were not buried until 1822 when the first governor of Coahuila y 
Tejas under the newly established United Mexican States ordered a detachment of soldiers to gather their bones and bury 
them honorably under an oak tree that grew on the battlefield.  The actual battle location is of great dispute and there are 
two public and one private markers denoting the suspected locations of the battle.

Take a picture of the public marker at this location (caution: dirt roads)

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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MBUFYBurr's Ferry
TX-63, just west of the Sabine River

Newton County

TX 31.064222 -93.524734

Burr’s Ferry was an important communications point between Texas and the United States, especially during settlement 
era of early 1800's. Named for Dr. Timothy Burr (1790-1852), second cousin of U. S. Vice President Aaron Burr, Dr. Burr is 
said to have come to the Sabine area in 1809 and practiced medicine from his home plantation on the Sabine. His family 
operated the ferry in the 1840's and the town of Burr's Ferry grew up on east side of the river. This crossing (earlier called 
Hickman's Ferry) gave pioneers the means to enter Texas with their stock, household goods, and other property. It was 
one of four main points of entry on Texas-Louisiana border and this crossing was considered strategic in 1860's, during 
the Civil War. Breastworks were built on east bank, and timber cleared here on west bank, in effort to guard against 
Federal invasions.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

216

MBUMCBrookeland United Methodist Church
Old Hwy 8 N & Old Hwy 96

Brookeland

TX 31.1549 -93.995072

Before Texas declared independence, Methodist preachers secretly toured the countryside conducting sermons and secret 
weddings because Anglo settlers had to "convert" to Catholicism to settle here.  When Texas finally won it's independence, 
scores of Methodist churches sprang up all over this area of colonial Texas.  Churches such as this Brookeland Methodist 
have been serving their respective areas for over 150 years and have been the center of Texas religious structure and 
influence.

Take a picture of your entire motorcycle parked in front of the Brookeland United Methodist Church.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

284

MCCIBMcCulloch County Indian Battle
FM 1311, 16.5 miles southwest of Brady

Brady

TX 30.964468 -99.475367

On November 21, 1831 James Bowie, Rezin P. Bowie, David Buchanan, Cephas D. Hamm, Matthew Doyle, Jesse Wallace, 
Thomas McCaslin, Robert Armstrong, James Coryell with two servants, Charles and Gonzales, held at bay for a day and a 
night, 164 Caddos and Lipans. After 80 warriors had been killed, the Indians withdrew.   James Bowie would go on to fight 
and die at the Battle of the Alamo 4.5 years later.

Take a picture of the stone marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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MCRBPCordova Rebellion Battleground Prairie site
US-90 ALT, 4.5 miles east of Seguin

Seguin

TX 29.569757 -97.888275

Alcalde Vicente Córdova and other leaders supported the Texas Revolution as long as it espoused a return to the 
Constitution of 1824, but after independence was declared they sought to forcefully oppose the new Texas Republic with 
help from the Cherokee.  Beginning as early as late 1835, Córdova had covertly started to plan and organize local 
resistance, anticipating Texas would declare independence from Mexico. In the late summer of 1838, word arrived from 
several sources that Mexico was seeking an arrangement with the Cherokee which would give them title to their land in 
exchange for assistance in joining a war of extermination against the Texians.  On March 29, 1839, a company of 80 men 
commanded by General Edward Burleson defeated Vicente Córdova and the rebels during a fight near Seguin, Texas, at 
"Battleground Prairie." While wounded and pursued by Mathew Caldwell and his rangers, Córdova was able to make his 
way to Mexico.  Cordova returned to Texas with General Adrián Woll's 1842 invasion and occupation of San Antonio. He 
was killed in the subsequent Battle of Salado Creek, September 18, 1842.

Take a picture of the marker notating the location of the Battleground Prairie site.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

174

MFTANFort Anahuac
1704 S Main St

Anahuac

TX 29.755734 -94.687917

Known as Perry's Point until 1825, Anahuac was a port of entry for early Texas colonists. In 1830 the Mexican government 
established a military post here to collect customs duties and to enforce the law of April 6, 1830, which curtailed further 
Anglo-American colonization. Situated on a high bluff at the mouth of the Trinity River, Fort Anahuac controlled access to 
East Texas settlements.  Col. Juan Davis Bradburn, commander of the Anahuac garrison, angered Texas colonists by 
conscripting labor and supplies to construct the fort and by failing to control his disorderly troops. In 1832 he unjustly 
imprisoned William B. Travis, Patrick C. Jack, and other settlers here. When he refused to release the men, armed conflict 
erupted between Texas and Mexican forces. The confrontation here sparked fighting at Velasco and the start of the Texas 
Revolution.

Take a picture of the historical marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

115

MFTTXFort Tenoxtitlan Historical Marker
TX 21, 1.8 miles SW of Cooks Point

Cooks Point

TX 30.581089 -96.635295

Fort Tenoxtitlán was established by Mexico in 1830 in what later became Burleson County, Texas. The fortification was in 
accordance with the Law of April 6, 1830, to deter colonization from the United States.The name literally means "prickly 
pear place" and was derived from the Aztec city of Tenochtitlan, which later became Mexico City.  Under the command of 
Mexican General Manuel de Mier y Terán, José Francisco Ruiz arrived with the Second Flying Company of San Carlos de 
Parras, and on October 17, 1830, established the fort on the west bank of the Brazos River. It proved to be a failed 
attempt at stopping Anglo immigration, after Stephen F. Austin successfully appealed directly to Mexican President 
Anastasio Bustamante, receiving exemptions for his colony and that of Green DeWitt.  Having failed to stop Anglo 
immigration and suffering from poor health, Mier y Terán committed suicide on July 3, 1832.  Ruiz evacuated the fort on 
July 13. The site was once in competition with Austin to become the capital of the Republic of Texas.

Take a picture of the historical marker for the fort here at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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238

MJOANJonathan Anderson
100 E Panola St

Carthage

TX 32.157117 -94.338177

Kentucky native Jonathan "Old Shelby" Anderson, a grandson of American Revolution veteran Bailey Anderson, settled in 
this area when Texas was part of Mexico. He served in the Texas Revolution and fought at the Battle of San Jacinto. In 
1848 he donated 100 acres here for the formation of Carthage, the new seat of government for Panola County, which was 
organized two years earlier from Shelby County. He later served as sheriff and tax assessor-collector. This park, the site of 
the former Carthage courthouse square, was named for Anderson in 1956. 

Take a picture of the historical marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

206

MMATAWelcome to Matagorda
TX-60 and Matagorda Cemetery Rd

Matagorda

TX 28.700715 -95.957016

Matagorda is the 3rd oldest town in Texas. It was established in 1827 when Stephen F. Austin obtained permission from 
the Mexican government to build a town to protect incoming settlers.  Elias R. Wightman, who was one of Stephen F. 
Austin’s early surveyors, traveled to Matagorda in 1829 with 60 immigrant settlers.  Matagorda became a focal point for 
shipping while under the Mexican, Republic of Texas, and Confederate flags.  Today, Matagorda is mainly driven by local 
oil production and fishing tourism.

Take a picture of the anchor welcome sign.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

175

MMFLHManuel Flores near Liberty Hill
CR 260, 300 ft N of TX-29

Liberty Hill

TX 30.649662 -97.859862

Manuel Flores, trader and Mexican agent, lived before the Texas Revolution in Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana, where he 
illicitly traded with the Caddo Indians who lived in the vicinity. In 1835 he failed in an attempt to keep the Caddos from 
making a treaty with the United States that called for the removal of the Indians from Louisiana. The next year, during the 
Texas Revolution, he unsuccessfully tried to recruit these Indians to the side of Mexico. In 1838, he was associated with 
the Mexican authorities at Matamoros as an emissary with the task of convincing the Texas Indians that they should 
overthrow the Republic of Texas. In the spring of 1839, he led an expedition from Matamoros that carried war supplies to 
the Indians in Texas whom the Mexicans were trying to organize. After killing four members of a party of surveyors near 
Seguin, a company of Texas Rangers led by Lt. James Rice confronted the Mexican group on the North San Gabriel River 
on May 17, 1839. Flores's band was routed, and Flores was reported among the dead. In Flores’ baggage, the Texans 
found documents that seemed to link the Cherokee Indians with a Mexican plot to conquer Texas which precipitated the 
Cherokee War. In 1936, a marker was placed near the site of the Rice-Flores engagement.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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MNRCCNashville  Texas
US 190, 300 feet SW of the Brazos River

Gause

TX 30.825775 -96.65304

This location is the site of the former town of Nashville.  Named for the city in Tennessee, this was surveyed in 1835 as 
the capital of Robertson’s Colony and was the first Texas home of George Childress, the chairman of the committee for the 
drafting of the Texas Declaration of Independence.  Considered a possible site for the capital of the Republic of Texas, it 
served as the Milam County seat, but when the town was not chosen and the state legislature moved the county seat to 
Cameron, within 20 years the town vanished.

Take a picture of the historical marker for the ghost town of Nashville.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

206

MRIBLRichardson's Bluff
FM 105 and CR 864

Evadale

TX 30.349508 -94.077088

Homesite of Benjamin Richardson (1775-1848), an 1830 de Zavala colony settler. With his sons, Richardson operated a 
ferry that was of great service, especially in the 1836 Runaway Scrape, aiding civilians as they fled toward the U. S. in fear 
of Santa Anna.  The site was renamed in honor of Miss Eva Dale, a teacher at the Southeast Texas Male and Female 
College in Jasper.

Take a picture of the Texas historical marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

4400

MSCOVSmithville Scenic Overlook
3395 TX-71

Smithville

TX 29.958246 -97.087197

In central Texas, pretty much everything is flat.  Occasionally, there are patches of a small line of hills and ridgelines which 
pop up giving spectacular views of the surrounding countryside.  Here, just southeast of Smithville and northwest of West 
Point, lies a state roadside park without a name.  We'd like you to meet here for a group photo at 10:00 AM on May 5th, 
2018.  Check in with rally staff.  The picture will be taken at precisely 10:00 AM.  Don't be late.

This is a group photo bonus.  Check in with staff and be in the picture which will be taken at 10:00 AM on May 5th, 
2018 at this location.

Sat May 5, 2018 10:00 
AM

************************************************************************************************************************

220

MTRTRTrammel's Trace
US-79 and FM 1798

Fair Play

TX 32.149365 -94.583172

This area was part of an early Indian trail which extended from the Red River to Nacogdoches.  The trail, Trammel's Trace, 
was named for the studious ferryman which operated the crossing of the  Trinity River on the Old San Antonio Road from 
1820 to 1830.

Take a picture of the monument located at this site to the old trail, Trammel's Trace.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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MTXMATexana Marker
4631 FM 3131 Rd, Edna, TX 77957

Edna

TX 28.898628 -96.587015

Founded in 1832, the village was originally named Santa Anna after Antonio López de Santa Anna, at the time a popular 
Mexican liberal, soldier, and politician. In 1835, however, after Santa Anna had proven himself an enemy of republican 
government, the residents of the settlement changed the name to Texana.  Located near Camp Independence of Texas 
Revolution lore, Texana was bypassed by the railway and became a ghost town and is now under the water of Lake 
Texana.  Due to a storm, the marker was recently moved and is now at the entrance for the parking lot of the river 
authority building.

Take a picture of the stone marker here for Texana.  It was moved due to flooding but should be at the parking lot 
entrance to the public office here.

8a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

436

MVAQUVaquero de Fort Worth
E. Central Ave and Ellis Ave

Fort Worth

TX 32.778199 -97.34726

Cowtown was once ruled by the cowboys and now there’s a new vaquero watch over today’s herds. A ten-foot tall 
bronzed Mexican cowboy is watching over the citizens of Fort Worth from his specially designed plaza at the corner of 
Central and Main between downtown and historic Fort Worth. Weighing 2,500 pounds, the specially designed sculpture is 
a landmark that won’t be going anywhere for a long while.  Though the sculpture was created with a .44 caliber 
Remington pistol in his holster, an accurate representation for the time of the cowboy, the weapon almost put a halt to 
the entire project. The private-public work of art was delayed for months as artists and the project committee disputed the 
presence of a weapon in the sculpture. With $240,000 tied up in the project, the city council put an end to the fight so the 
sculpture could be finished in tribute to Fort Worth.

Take a picture of the Vaquero.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

224

MVARNMartin Varner
FM 3056

Hawkins

TX 32.654856 -95.346076

Martin Varner, one of the original “Old Three Hundred” settlers in Mexican Texas with Stephen F Austin, served in the 
Texas army during the War of Independence.  He was granted substantial areas of land for his service and ended up 
owning over 6000 acres in Wood County. He was shot in the back by his neighbor, Simon Gonzales, who also show 
Martin’s only son, Stephen F.  Gonzales was subdued by Varner’s slave, Joe, and later died from knife wounds allegedly 
caused by Varner.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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231

MWOLLWoll Invasion
114 W Commerce St, San Antonio, TX 78205

San Antonio

TX 29.425025 -98.49393

Mexico's last invasion of the republic of Texas Alarmed San Antonio on Sept. 11, 1842, when Gen. Adrian Woll and 1300 
troops struck the city from the west.  Awakened by booming cannon, 56 Texians (including judge, jurors, and citizens in 
town to attend court) bravely attempted to defend the city. They fortified the stone home of Samuel A. Maverick at 
northeast corner of Main Plaza, and poured out gunfire as Woll entered with flags flying and band playing. Forced to 
surrender to overwhelming numbers, 52 Texians--including Maverick, Judge Anderson Hutchinson, and Clerk James 
L.Trueheart--were marched 1100 mile to Perote Prison in Mexico. Although Mayor John W. Smith and county clerk Thomas 
Addicks escaped, San Antonio had no city or county government and very little economic activity in the ensuing 23 
months.   On his way to capture the capitol of the republic in Austin, Woll was defeated at the Salado by Mathew 
Caldwell's volunteers on Sept. 17, 1842.  On March 24, 1844, the last surviving prisoners of Woll's invasion were freed 
from Perote Castle. They made their way on foot to Vera Cruz, and were taken by a United States man-of-war to New 
Orleans. From there they finally traveled safely home.

Take a picture of the historical marker referencing the Woll Invasion which has been placed on the corner of the 
building in downtown San Antonio.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

165

MWSCCWorld's Smallest Catholic Church
TX-237, 1.5 NE of FM 1291

Warrenton

TX 30.026697 -96.72263

In a state that prides itself in everything being big this diminutive house of worship is an exception. If you can't be the 
largest, try at least to be unique. With dimensions of approximately twelve by sixteen feet, this church is located just 
outside of Warrenton.  Visitors are welcome and if you would like to see the inside, just give the door a little tug.  Inside 
you will find everything in place to celebrate Mass- an altar, tabernacle, and a notebook to write prayer request. Along 
with other religious icons there is a place to make donations for the upkeep for the church.

Take a picture of St. Martin Catholic Church, the world's smallest.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

102

SAGYBAntonio Gil Y Barbo
300 E Main St

Nacogdoches

TX 31.602799 -94.653741

Founder of modern Nacogdoches in 1779.  This Spanish frontiersman matched wits with Spanish governors in the interest 
of the early settlers of this region. A leader of the people, he brought the exiles back.

Take a picture of the marker on the wall here for Y'Barbo's home.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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91

SANLIAngelina of Lufkin
601 N 2nd St

Lufkin

TX 31.342889 -94.726341

In 1690, when Spain's Franciscan Fathers founded Mission San Francisco de los Tejas in East Texas, they found a young 
Indian girl living with her people beside a stream. The priest found her a willing ally for carrying the Catholic faith to the 
Indians and named her "Angelina (Little Angel)" and the stream "the Angelina River".  Angelina accompanied the priest to 
Mexico for further studies, but eventually returned to East Texas to keep Christianity alive among the Indians. She also 
befriended early French explorers.  Angelina died in the early 1700's. Her grave site is unknown. In 1846, when Angelina 
County was founded, it was named for the Indian maiden and the Angelina River.

Take a picture of the statue of Angelina of Lufkin.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

135

SAPRCApache Pass River Crossing
FM 908 and CR 428 near Rockdale

Rockdale

TX 30.689859 -97.13722

This crossing over the San Gabriel River has been used as a passageway for centuries.  Evidence shows the area has been 
inhabited by humans for at least 10,000 years.  Three missions and a presidio were built in the area surrounding Apache 
Pass and were utilized between 1746 and 1757.  This route through Apache Pass and the surrounding missions were part 
of an alternate path of the El Camino Real through Texas.

Take a picture of the marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

87

SATASAtascosito
4401 N Main St

Liberty

TX 30.090576 -94.759127

A Spanish settlement on the Atascosito Road was established here in 1757 to prevent French trade with the Indians.  Four 
and one-half miles west of here the road crossed the Trinity.  There Alonso De Leon, Spanish explorer crossed in 1690.  
The road from Goliad to Opelousas, Louisiana, known as the Lower Road, extensively traveled from 1750 to 1850, also 
crossed there.  There is a now a gas station behind the historical markers (our picture is a little old).

Take a picture of the Atascosito historical marker.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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SBOM1Battle of Medina One
FM 2537 and US 281

San Antonio

TX 29.241472 -98.473363

When we speak of the Texas War of Independence, we think of the Alamo, Goliad, and San Jacinto but Texas had a long 
history of seeking independence from a tyrannical or distant government.  There were actually several attempts when 
settlers and colonists attempted to separate from Spanish colonial rule.  The Battle of Medina was fought approximately 20 
miles south of San Antonio on August 18, 1813, as part of the Mexican War of Independence against Spanish authority in 
Mexico. In 1812, 1,400 Texians in the Republican Army, composed of Tejanos, Americans, Euro-Mexicans (Criollos), former 
Spanish Royalist soldiers aided by an auxiliary force of Indians, and at least one black slave, faced 1,800 Royalist troops 
which were encamped near the Medina River.  Due to tactical errors, the Spanish forces rallied from a retreat and 
annihilated the Republican forces, killing and capturing the entire army, and then executing all but about 100 of them. The 
remains of the Republican troops were left to rot and were not buried until 1822 when the first governor of Coahuila y 
Tejas under the newly established United Mexican States ordered a detachment of soldiers to gather their bones and bury 
them honorably under an oak tree that grew on the battlefield.  The actual battle location is of great dispute and there are 
two public and one private markers denoting the suspected locations of the battle.

Take a picture of the stone marker at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

153

SBPSSBandera Pass
RR 689, Bandera, TX 78003

Bandera

TX 29.859016 -99.105791

Although a number of persistent legends seek to explain the naming of Bandera "Flag" Pass, the origin of the name 
remains a mystery. Some stories tell of a flag being placed to mark a battle between Indians and Spaniards, at a date 
somewhere about 1732.

Take a picture of the Texas historical marker for Bandera Pass.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

122

SCOLFCollier's Ferry
Pine St at Collier's Ferry Park

Beaumont

TX 30.132525 -94.096701

Used as early as 1750, route followed Indian traces and was highway for explorer-settlers, priests, soldiers, trades from 
Spain, France and Anglo-America.  Ferry's most important use was as cattle crossing on famous Opelousas Trail from 
1820s to 1900. Herds came this way to bypass the streets of Beaumont.   Although others ran it during 1831-1950 career, 
ferry took its name from John Collier family who operated it for 50 years.

Take a picture of the historical marker here.  It's to left of the Coller's Ferry Park entrance by the service entrance for 
the service park.  Get a picture of the Collier's Ferry Park sign if you can't find it behind the tree.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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SDVHPCabeza de Vaca Monument Hermann Park
1500 Hermann Dr

Houston

TX 29.722176 -95.388167

This bronze bust on a granite pedestal was created by Pilar Cortella de Rubin, a Spanish native living in Houston. Cabeza 
de Vaca was part of a troubled Spanish colony in Florida. The colony was abandoned and survivors sailed for Mexico. 
Cabeza de Vaca was shipwrecked on Galveston Island. After traveling around Texas and Mexico for several years, he and 
his shipmates were reunited with Spaniards. He later wrote about his experiences among Native Americans. The City of 
Houston acquired the bust in 1986.

Take a picture of the bust of de Vaca.

9a-7p

************************************************************************************************************************

116

SDVVIde Vaca Monument Memorial Square
N DeLeon St & E. Power Ave

Victoria

TX 28.801289 -97.001315

This park in old Victoria was originally sold to the city for the price of $300 under the condition it always be revered as 
hallowed ground.  It has been used as a cemetery for veterans of the Texas War of Independence, the Mexican-American 
War, and the Civil War.  In the center is a large memorial which denotes the significance of Cabeza de Vaca and de LaSalle 
in the early history of Victoria, well before most Anglo settlers arrived in the region.

Take a picture of the large memorial ensuring the profiles of de Vaca and LaSalle are in the picture.

6a-11p

************************************************************************************************************************

126

SEAROEarly Roads marker in Livingston
5100 S. FM 1988

Livingston

TX 30.635073 -95.006175

The early Long King's Trace (named for an Indian chief) led through local native villages from the Camino Real and was an 
important passageway for early settlers moving from Mexico City to French Louisiana.  Several early commerce routes, 
before established roads, came through Livingston here and thus this area was a crossroads for much of early Texas 
history.

Take a picture of the Early Roads historical marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

336

SESPAEspada Acequia
9045 Espada Rd

San Antonio

TX 29.33254 -98.461387

The Espada Acequia, or Piedras Creek Aqueduct, was built by Franciscan friars in 1731 in what is now San Antonio, Texas, 
United States. It was built to supply irrigation water to the lands near Mission San Francisco de la Espada, today part of 
San Antonio Missions National Historical Park. The acequia is still in use today and is a Historic Civil Engineering Landmark 
and a National Historic Landmark.  Mission Espada's acequia (irrigation) system can still be seen today. The main ditch, or 
acequia madre, continues to carry water to the mission and its former farmlands. This water is still used by residents living 
on these neighboring lands.  The initial survival of a new mission depended upon the planting and harvesting of crops. In 
south central Texas, intermittent rainfall and the need for a reliable water source made the design and installation of an 
acequia system a high priority. Irrigation was so important to Spanish colonial settlers that they measured cropland in 
suertes -the amount of land that could be watered in one day.

Take a picture of the old aqueduct where it crosses Piedras Creek (at the coordinates provided).

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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SHAINMission Nuestra Senora de la Purisma Concepci
20734 FM 255

Douglass

TX 31.667167 -94.883227

Originally built in 1716, Mission Nuestra Señora de la Purísima Concepción de los Hainais was established during Domingo 
Ramón’s expedition to forge Spanish settlements in Texas. Father Félix Isidro Espinosa, the President of Querétaran 
missions in Texas, founded Concepción on July 7, 1716 in the village of the Hainais, the lead tribe of the Hasinai or Tejas 
Caddo.  It served as the original headquarters of the missions in East Texas and Ramón placed Presidio Dolores nearby. 
The important French trader and diplomat St. Denis visited Concepción many times.  During the first fourteen years of 
permanent Spanish occupation of Texas, Mission Concepción was a key hub along El Camino Real de los Tejas, fostering 
interaction among Catholic priests, Spanish governors, French traders and East Texas Indian groups.

Take a picture of the historical marker for the Hainais mission.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

135

SHWSAHot Wells Hotel and Spa San Antonio
S Presa St and Koehler Ct

San Anotnio

TX 29.365533 -98.471726

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Hot Wells site on the San Antonio River was home to several versions of a 
health spa and resort that piped sulfurous water from a hot Edwards well to health-inducing swimming pools and baths. 
Much of the site's history has been defined by fire. The first structure burned to the ground in 1894 after only one year of 
operation. The most famous version of the spa was its replacement, a lavish Victorian style structure built in 1900 that 
became a renowned, world-class vacation destination for celebrities, world leaders, and wealthy industrialists. Some of its 
visitors were Will Rogers, Charlie Chaplin, Teddy Roosevelt, Porfirio Diaz, Tom Mix, Douglas Fairbanks, and Cecil B. De 
Mille. The legendary hotel burned in 1925, and the bath house burned twice, in 1988 and 1997. But the remains of the 
bath house are still standing.  The grounds are now closed to public access, but you can still see the structure from a gate 
off Presa St or from the Mission County Park on the other side of the San Antonio River.

Get a picture of the ruins from any vantage point that does not include trespassing.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

496

SJAWEJacobs Well in Wimberley
1699 Mt Sharp Rd

Wimberley

TX 30.034492 -98.126132

Jacob's Well is a perennial karstic spring in the Texas Hill Country flowing from the bed of Cypress Creek, northwest of 
Wimberley, Texas. The 12-foot diameter mouth of the spring serves as a popular swimming spot for the local land owners 
whose properties adjoin Cypress Creek. From the opening in the creek bed, Jacob's Well cave descends vertically for about 
30 feet, then continues downward at an angle through a series of silted chambers separated by narrow restrictions, finally 
reaching an average depth of 120 feet. Until the modern era, the Trinity Aquifer-fed natural artesian spring gushed water 
from the mouth of the cave, with a measured flow in 1924 of 170 US gallons per second, discharging 6 feet into the air.  
Due to development in the area, the level of the Trinity Aquifer has dropped affecting the flow of water through Jacob's 
Well. In the modern era, what remains visible of the spring is a faint ripple on the surface of Cypress Creek. The spring 
ceased flowing for the first time in recorded history in 2000, again ceasing to flow in 2008. This resulted in now ongoing 
measures to address local water conservation and quality.

Take a picture of Jacob's Well from the park area, not the private property side.

9a-6p

************************************************************************************************************************
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SMEDIMedio Creek
US-59 in Bee County, TX

Bee County

TX 28.486163 -97.653316

Named by the Spaniards about 1800 because of its midway position between San Antonio and Nueces Rivers. Rises in 
Karnes County. Empties into Mission River. Crossed by explorers, padres, soldiers, settlers who traveled on three early ox 
cart roads that led from Mexico to Mission La Bahia at Goliad.  The Cart War of 1857, between Texas and Mexican 
teamsters on the freight route between San Antonio and gulf ports, originated along San Patricio Road, southernmost of 
the three roads. The Mexican cart drivers used mesquite beans as feed for their teams, starting the mesquite bush which 
thrives along creek.  Settlers were attracted here by the tall grass and many veterans of the Texas Revolution were given 
bounty lands in the area. First Post Office in Bee County was established in 1857 at Medio Hill pioneer community, once a 
down-creek settlement.  In 1909, the town of Candlish was founded within 50 feet of here, with a hotel, general store, 
school. The store closed, Candlish became a ghost town.  In 1938-39 on Medio and Blanco Creeks, fossil beds yielded 
1,000,000-year-old fossils of a new mastodon species (named Buckner’s Mastodon), rhinoceros, elephant, alligators, 
camels and three-toed horses.

Take a picture of the historical marker located here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

34

SMNSCMission Nuestra Senora de La Candelaria
CR 432, 0.2 miles S of FM 908

Rockdale

TX 30.687394 -97.120134

Established by Franciscan missionaries in 1749 with the hope of civilizing and Christianizing the local Indian tribes, Mission 
Nuestra Senora de La Candelaria was closed in 1755 after the locals kept killing the Spanish missionaries. (caution-dirt 
roads)

Take a picture of the marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

127

SMSDOMission Dolores
TX-147 and S Broadway St

San Augustine

TX 31.523024 -94.115951

Mission Dolores was a Spanish mission built in 1721 in what is now San Augustine County, just 20 miles west of the Texas-
Louisiana border. The site tells an important history about the Native American experience with Texas’ earliest European 
settlers. Today, there are no historic above-ground remains of the mission. The mission site has been confirmed by 
archeological investigations and historical records. Mission Dolores is listed in the National Register of Historic Places and is 
a designated State Antiquities Landmark. El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail also passes through the 
property.

Take a picture of the historical marker noting the history of the mission.  The marker is by the roadside outside of the 
park area.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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SMSFXMission San Francisco Xavier de Los Dolores
FM 908, 7.8 miles W of Rockdale

Rockdale

TX 30.691408 -97.113384

Established by Franciscan missionaries in 1746 with the hope of civilizing and Christianizing the local Indian tribes, Mission 
San Francisco Xavier de Los Dolores was closed in 1755 after the locals kept killing the Spanish missionaries.

Take a picture of the marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

474

SMSTJMission Tejas
120 Park Road 44

Grapeland

TX 31.54846 -95.23962

The area which now makes up the park is part of the historic settlement range of the Nabedache (or Tejas) Indians, part 
of the Caddo nation.  Mission San Francisco de los Tejas was established May 23, 1690 by Captain Alonzo de Leon and 
Father Massanet of the Franciscan Order.  The Spanish spent three days building a church and small living quarters among 
the Tejas villages along San Pedro Creek.  Mission San Francisco de los Tejas was abandoned on October 25, 1693 after 
crop failures and disease killed many of the local natives.  The park contains a commemorative example of the mission.  
The park contains an original segment of the El Camino Real de los Tejas, the historic route which ran from Natchitoches, 
Louisiana to San Antonio. It was the predominant overland route across Texas for several centuries. The Rice Family Log 
Home within the park served as an inn along this route for travelers. Visitors to the park can still see the ruts created by 
carts along the path.

Take a picture of the rebuilt Spanish mission.

9a-8p

************************************************************************************************************************

133

SNUESMission Nuestra Senora del Espiritu Santo de Z
108 Park Rd 6, Goliad, TX 77963

Goliad

TX 28.656959 -97.386948

First established at the site of La Salle's fort on Garcitas Creek, Victoria County, among the Coco, Cujanes, Karankawa and 
other Indian tribes in 1722. Moved to Mission Valley, Victoria County, on the Guadalupe River among the Jaranames and 
Tamiques in 1726. Located on the present site in 1749 for the same Indian neophytes. Secularized in 1794. Here 
Franciscan friars attempted to civilize and Christianize even the cannibalistic Indians of the region.

Take a picture of the stone historical marker located at the entrance to the old mission.

8a-8p

************************************************************************************************************************

366

SPITAPita Rd Marker
TX SH 173 W of Devine TX

Devine

TX 29.165976 -98.939048

Within one mile of this site was the famed camping place, Charco de la Pita. It was located along the old Pita Road, the 
first road in Texas. The Pita Road extended from the San Juan Bautista Mission, some 25 miles down the Rio Grande from 
present-day Eagle Pass, to missions in San Antonio and Nacogdoches.  Domingo Ramon, who opened the Pita Road, 
camped here on May 12, 1716. Martin De Alarcon, on his way to establish the city of San Antonio, camped here on April 
20, 1718.  The Pita Road remained active until approximately 1765, when the fierce Comanche Indians, newcomers to the 
area, caused a safer route to be established.

Take a picture of BOTH markers at this location (see reference photo).

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 Page 39 of 86



1000

SPOTSpotwalla Tracking

This bonus is partly so you can go back and look at your route when you're done.  It's namely so if you stop 
communicating with us, we can tell where you are or where you been in case we need to send someone looking for you.  
Believe it or not, we worry about you guys alot.  So check the Rally Rules booklet for instructions. You will sign-up on the 
public page and send us the link for your ride.  If you don't know what Spotwalla is, please ask.

Prior to the rally, sign-up for the public page and send your link to your personal trip to hotscoring@gmail.com.

************************************************************************************************************************

135

SROSINuestra Senora Del Rosario Mission
US-59 in Goliad County, TX

Goliad County

TX 28.645066 -97.439906

The mission was established in November 1754 by Father Juan de Dios Camberos of the College of Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe de Zacatecas in an attempt to make peace with the various Karankawan tribes-the Cujanes, Copanes, Guapites, 
and Karankawas proper-who did not get along with the other Indians at the already existing missions. The site on the San 
Antonio River four miles west of Goliad was given to the Goliad State Park Commission by W. J. O'Connor in 1935. It is not 
open to the public. Large-scale archeological work was done for nine months in 1940–41 under National Park Service 
auspices. Most records of this work cannot be found. Some of the artifacts from the excavations are stored at the Texas 
Archeological Research .

Take a picture of the stone Texas historical marker here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

462

SSHCOShelby County
124 Austin St

Center

TX 31.794797 -94.181543

Shelby County was part of the neutral ground (U.S. and Spain) from 1803 to 1819 and was settled by Anglo-Americans 
between 1824 and 1836.  The name Shelby was given in 1836 in honor of Isaac Shelby, a gallant officer in the Continental 
Army Revolutionary War. The county was created on March 17, 1836, and was organized with Shelbyville as county seat in 
1837. Center became the county seat of Shelby County in 1866.

Take a picture of the Shelby County historical marker with the courthouse prominently in the background.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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TADAGAdren Anglin
CR 2339, Van Zandt County

Murchison

TX 32.355247 -95.680431

Adren Anglin came from Kentucky in 1833 and helped build Fort Parker (Limestone County).  He became a Texas Ranger 
in 1835 and furnished food and supplies to the Texas Revolutionary Army.  Mr. Anglin's famous in-laws were the Parkers. 
His wife, Phoebe, was the sister of John Parker, namesake of Fort Parker. Many of the family members were massacred by 
natives at Fort Parker in 1836, and one of them, Cynthia Ann Parker, was taken by Comanches. Raised by the tribe, she 
essentially became a Comanche, and she married Peta Nocona, a chieftain. They had three children, and the most notable 
of them was Quanah Parker, one of the last Comanche chiefs. Peta Nocona may have been killed in the Battle of Pease 
River in 1860 -- Quanah Parker disputed this -- but what is known is that Cynthia Ann Parker and her daughter, 
Topsannah (Prairie Flower), were brought back to "civilization." Parker herself never readjusted, and when her daughter 
died in 1864, she was stricken with grief and wasted away until dying in 1871. Topsannah was buried right here in Asbury 
Cemetery, where a marker indicates her original grave site, next to that of the Anglins.

Take a picture of the Adren Anglin historical marker.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

335

TAUAUAustin Statue Texas State Cemetery in Austin
909 Navasota St

Austin

TX 30.265245 -97.727056

The Texas State Cemetery is located on about 22 acres just east of Downtown Austin.  Originally the burial place of 
Edward Burleson, Texas Revolutionary general and Vice-President of the Republic of Texas, it was expanded into a 
Confederate cemetery during the Civil War. The cemetery is divided into two sections, the smaller one contains around 
900 graves of prominent Texans, while the larger has over 2,000 marked graves of Confederate veterans and widows. 
There is room for 7,500 interments.  An area of 1-acre was also set aside for graves of Union veterans but all but one was 
removed to Fort Sam Houston. The remaining Union soldier is Antonio Briones, who was left at the request of his family. 
He is interred alone in the far northwest corner of the cemetery.  Fallen into disrepair, the state legislature in 1936 
sponsored a massive reconditioning of the cemetery including paving SH 165 into the cemetery.  SH 165 is only 330 feet 
long and is the shortest state highway in Texas.  The guidelines to be buried here are rather strict.  Stephen Austin’s 
remains were moved here in 1910.  There’s a cenotaph dedicated to James A. Michener here.  You will also find here the 
grave of U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle.

Take a picture of Stephen F. Austin's grave.

8a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

96

TAVALAvalon
104 FM 55

Avalon

TX 32.205348 -96.792518

Prior to the depression and current through today, Avalon and its surrounding rural farmland produces much of the cotton 
output for Ellis County. In fact, for a period of time in the 1930s, Ellis County was the top producing cotton county in the 
world, in large part due to Avalon's output. Many of the cotton field scenes filmed in the movie Places in the Heart were 
shot just 2 miles north of Avalon.   The town has both an elementary school and high school. In 2005, Avalon began play 
in the Texas Six Man Football program. Prior to this time, Avalon had been a basketball rich school, producing some of the 
finest Class B/1A basketball teams in the 1960s through 1990s. Avalon has also developed a fine baseball team producing 
several playoff appearances.  In the late 1980s/early 1990s Avalon was at the center of Supercollider project.  Government 
funding for the project was pulled, killing the project.

Take a picture of the main entrance to the town school building which reads “Avalon Public School.”

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TBCBGBattle Creek Burial Ground
TX 31, 1.5 miles southwest of Dawson

Dawson

TX 31.890516 -96.739707

Shortly after the battle of San Jacinto, Republic of Texas surveyors were mapping this part of Navarro County for land 
grants to be awarded to Texas Revolution veterans. On October 8, 1838 a group of Indians approached the party which 
was just east of Battle Creek. The Indians numbered 300 to the surveyors 25 (estimated).   The Indians requested the 
surveyors to leave, but if the men were thinking of leaving, their actions were too slow for the Indians who attacked. The 
fight, which lasted an entire day, left 18 dead from the surveyor’s party. The number of Indian dead is usually given as 
30.  It was the last major conflict between whites and Indians in Navarro County.

Take a picture of the monument at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

446

TBGASBattle of Gonzales site
SH-95, 1 mile north of SH-97

Cost

TX 29.452155 -97.52574

The Battle of Gonzales was the first military engagement of the Texas Revolution, fought on October 2, 1835.  In 1831, 
Mexican authorities gave the settlers of Gonzales a small cannon to help protect them from frequent Comanche raids. 
After frequent unrest, officials felt it unwise to leave the residents of Gonzales with a weapon and requested the return of 
the cannon, sending General Ugartechea with 100 dragoons to retrieve the cannon. The soldiers neared Gonzales on 
September 29, but the colonists used a variety of excuses to keep them from the town and gathered 140 Texians to 
Gonzales, all determined not to give up the cannon. On October 1, settlers voted to initiate a fight. Mexican soldiers 
opened fire as Texians approached their camp in the early hours of October 2. After several hours of desultory firing, the 
Mexican soldiers withdrew.  Although the skirmish had little military significance, it marked a clear break between the 
colonists and the Mexican government and is considered to have been the start of the Texas Revolution. News of the 
skirmish spread throughout the United States, where it was often referred to as the "Lexington of Texas".  On SH-97 in 
Cost, TX, there is a huge monument to the battle but what most don’t know is that this was not the actual location of the 
battle.  Just a short mile north on SH-95 at the dead end of the road one will find a small monument marking the location 
where the first shots were fired, starting the Texas “Come and Take It” tradition.

Take a picture of the marker at this location notating the first shot of the Texas Revolution.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

383

TBGMUBigfoot Museum
13788 FM 472

Bigfoot

TX 29.047258 -98.866368

William Alexander Anderson Wallace, born April 3, 1817, in Virginia, came to Texas to avenge the death of relatives who 
were killed in battles for Texas' independence.  Arriving after the war, he stayed in his beloved adopted state and fought 
Indians, joined the famed Texas Rangers, and carried the mail for the Pony Express. Wallace took part in the famous Mier 
Expedition and fortunately "drew deep" and got a white bean, saving his life.  The name "Bigfoot" originally belonged to a 
large Indian who stole livestock and many things from the settlers.  A good friend of Wallace's, William Fox, jokingly gave 
Wallace the name of "Bigfoot", saying that when the Indian wasn't around, Wallace -- being a man of large stature-- could 
easily take his place.  Bigfoot Wallace died in the town of Bigfoot, named for him, in 1899 and his remains were moved to 
the State Cemetery at Austin.  There is a museum here dedicated to him and a Texas historical marker located at the 
community center across the road – a road while the state built around a tree a quarter mile north just so they wouldn’t 
have to move the tree or cut it down.

Take a picture of your motorcycle with the Bigfoot Museum sign somewhere in the background.

8a-8p

************************************************************************************************************************
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TBGTXBirthplace of Big Tex
S. Colket Ave and SW 4th St

Kerens

TX 32.128181 -96.226974

Kerens, Texas is known as the "Birthplace of Big Tex", although his original incarnation was as a 49-foot tall Santa Claus 
constructed from iron drill casing, papier mache, and unraveled rope in 1949. The statue was an idea of Howell Brister, 
manager of the Chamber of Commerce, to encourage holiday sales in the town, and the "World's Largest Santa Claus" 
stood over Colket Avenue for two holiday seasons — drawing press attention from as far away as Iran and Australia.  
Modeled after Kerens residents Ottis Franklin Spurlock and Hardy Mayo, the figure was built by members of the 
community who welded the frame, fabricated the body and sewed the clothing.  After two seasons excitement around the 
statue faded, and Kerens offered it up for sale. In 1951, State Fair president R. L. Thornton purchased Santa's 
components for $750 and had artist Jack Bridges transform them into a cowboy, giving birth to "Big Tex".

Take a picture of the historical marker dedicated the the birthplace of Big Tex.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

75

TBLBCBen Lednicky Park - Brown County
500 US-377, Brownwood, TX

Brownwood

TX 31.731774 -98.972849

In this park is a large stone with a metal plaque for Brown County.  The county was named for Brown, a veteran of the 
battle of Velasco.

Take a picture of the metal plaque for Brown County which is on the large stone marker.

7a-8p

************************************************************************************************************************

313

TBLRVSam "Black Raven" Houston in Brenham
308 S Park St

Brenham

TX 30.165382 -96.397959

Sam Houston spent a lot of his youth back in Virginia with the Cherokee, even to the point of earning an Indian name: 
Black Raven. Houston worked with the U.S. government to negotiate treaties with several Indian tribes.  In 1835, 
Washington-on-the-Brazos was Gen. Sam Houston's headquarters and the concentration point for Texas army volunteers 
and supplies as they began their fight for independence from Santa Anna. Washington-on-the-Brazos is just 18 miles 
northeast of Brenham where this mural is located.

Take a picture of the mural of Sam Houston.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TBOM3Battle of Medina Three
Old Pleasanton and Bruce Rds

San Antonio

TX 29.117095 -98.494685

When we speak of the Texas War of Independence, we think of the Alamo, Goliad, and San Jacinto but Texas had a long 
history of seeking independence from a tyrannical or distant government.  There were actually several attempts when 
settlers and colonists attempted to separate from Spanish colonial rule.  The Battle of Medina was fought approximately 20 
miles south of San Antonio on August 18, 1813, as part of the Mexican War of Independence against Spanish authority in 
Mexico. In 1812, 1,400 Texians in the Republican Army, composed of Tejanos, Americans, Euro-Mexicans (Criollos), former 
Spanish Royalist soldiers aided by an auxiliary force of Indians, and at least one black slave, faced 1,800 Royalist troops 
which were encamped near the Medina River.  Due to tactical errors, the Spanish forces rallied from a retreat and 
annihilated the Republican forces, killing and capturing the entire army, and then executing all but about 100 of them. The 
remains of the Republican troops were left to rot and were not buried until 1822 when the first governor of Coahuila y 
Tejas under the newly established United Mexican States ordered a detachment of soldiers to gather their bones and bury 
them honorably under an oak tree that grew on the battlefield.  The actual battle location is of great dispute and there are 
two public and one private markers denoting the suspected locations of the battle.

Take a picture of the private marker at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

72

TBOSJBattle of San Jacinto
1 Monument Circle

La Porte

TX 29.750236 -95.081602

The infamous and hallowed ground, San Jacinto is the location of the decisive battle of the Texas Revolution where Texian 
forces under General Sam Houston defeated Mexican General Santa Ana.  Following a tactical retreat doctrine learned 
from Andrew Jackson, Houston led his army in the 'Runaway Scrape', causing Mexican forces to over-extend their supply 
lines and divide their forces, which enabled the Texian forces to obtain a tactical advantage and surprise the enemy on 
April 21, 1836.

Take a picture of the San Jacinto monument with your entire motorcycle in the foreground.

8a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

364

TBOTSBattle of the Salado
1006 Holbrook Rd

San Antonio

TX 29.488021 -98.41789

The Battle of Salado Creek was a decisive engagement in 1843 which repulsed the final Mexican invasion of the Republic 
of Texas. Colonel Mathew Caldwell of the Texas Rangers led just over 200 militiamen against an army of 1,600 Mexican 
Army soldiers and Cherokee warriors and defeated them outside of San Antonio de Bexar along Salado Creek. As a result 
of this action, Mexican commander General Adrián Woll retreated south and back into Mexico.

Take a picture of the Texas historical marker at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TBPCMBattle of Plum Creek Marker in Lockhart
403 S Colorado St

Lockhart

TX 29.881587 -97.669294

The battle of Plum Creek was an aftermath of the Council House Fight, in which many of the Comanche Indian chiefs, 
their women, and warriors were killed. In the summer of 1840, the Comanches swept down the Guadalupe valley, killing 
settlers, stealing horses, plundering, and burning settlements. After sacking Linnville in Calhoun County, they started a 
retreat. The Texans organized a volunteer army under Gen. Felix Huston, Col. Edward Burleson, Capt. Mathew Caldwell, 
and others and with Texas Rangers under Ben McCulloch overtook the Indians at Plum Creek in the vicinity of the present 
town of Lockhart on August 11, 1840. There, a decisive defeat on the following day pushed the Comanches westward.

Take a picture of the marker for the Battle of Plum Creek.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

31

TBTBSBranding the Brazos Sculpture
101 N. University Parks Dr

Waco

TX 31.560128 -97.127801

Cowboy sculptures and a herd of bronze longhorns at the Waco Suspension Bridge are a part of the Waco Chisholm Trail 
Heritage sculpture project. The riders and 25 longhorn cattle pay homage to Waco’s role along the historic cattle-drive 
trail. The cowboys depict a diverse group, including a vaquero and an African American cowboy. The sculptures were 
funded by donations after Waco Cultural Arts Fest announced a million dollar challenge grant from Waco philanthropists 
Clifton and Betsy Robinson.

There are three cowboy statues here.  Get picture of the mounted vaquero, notable by the large sombrero he is holding 
in his right hand.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

60

TCHECChrist Episcopal Church
Cypress St and Lewis St, Matagorda, TX

Matagorda

TX 28.692355 -95.967481

On a site approximately 400 yards east stood Christ Church. First Episcopal church in Texas. Organized January 27, 
1839. The Rev. Caleb S. Ives, Rector. Building consecrated February 25, 1844 by the Rt. Rev. Leonides Polk,, D.D., Bishop 
of Louisiana. Diocese of Texas established January 1, 1849. Building destroyed by hurricane September 11, 1854. Rebuilt 
on present site. The Rev. Mr. Ives and his wife established and taught an early school in connection with the parish.

Take a picture of the Christ Episcopal Church marker to the left of the church's door.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

641

TCLCSChrist Lutheran Church of Cherry Spring
1419 Cherry Spring Rd

Cherry Spring

TX 30.482369 -98.984192

German Lutherans in the community of Cherry Spring began meeting together for worship in the 1850s. Diedrich Rode, a 
licensed lay minister, provided space in his home for worship services and Sunday School. Christ Church congregation was 
officially organized in 1905. John and Mary Rode Wendel gave land for a church building in December 1905, and a rock 
sanctuary was completed in 1906. Services were conducted in the German language until 1922, when occasional English 
services were added. In the 1950s English became the principal language.

Take a picture of your motorcycle parked in front of the church.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TCOCFComanche Chief
203 W Grand Ave, Comanche, TX

Comanche

TX 31.898474 -98.605372

Army engineers laid out a military road in this area in 1850. By 1855 thirty to forty families had settled in the vicinity. 
Comanche County was created in 1856, and Comanche became the second county seat in 1859. Its citizens, who 
entertained dreams of greatness for their town, envisioned a newspaper. Geraldo Alonzo Beeman, an experienced 
newspaperman, obtained an idle printing press and became the first editor of The Comanche Chief. Its first issue 
published on August 21, 1873, the Chief's main goals were to draw more settlers to the area and to lobby for the 
protection and improvement of the lives of Comanche residents. The paper was instrumental in securing a Texas Ranger 
force for the area and in promoting legislation for placing public school lands on the market. By 1873, after the last of the 
Comanche tribe in the area was relegated to a reservation in Oklahoma, the town began to grow. The Comanche Chief 
was influential in social and political life, from chronicling the daily events of the neighborhood to lobbying for proper 
representation in the state legislature. It found its way to other regions of the country, advertising the advantages of the 
Comanche area and attracting new settlers. Sixteen-year-old Robert Thomas Hill (1858-1941), later called the Father of 
Texas Geology, began working at the Chief with his brother Joe in 1874. The Hills became co-editors of the paper and 
operated it together until Robert went to Cornell University in 1882. Other newspapers were organized and discontinued 
over the decades, but The Comanche Chief thrived; it was sold to the Wilkerson family in 1925. One hundred and forty-
two years old at the dawn of the 21st century, The Comanche Chief is recognized as the oldest business in Comanche 
County.

Take a picture of the historical marker for the Comanche Chief located in front of their office.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

193

TCOPACopano
Copano Bay Dr, Bayside, TX 78340

Bayside

TX 28.091536 -97.213116

Named for the Copano Indians who lived here, this was an important Texas port from 1722-1870 and winter quarters of 
the Texas Revoltionary Army in 1835.  Copano Bay was discovered by Spanish explorer Alonzo Albarez de Pineda in 1519.

Take a picture of the Copano historical marker at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

71

TCPTSCaptain Stout
FM 2088, 9 miles east of Quitman

Quitman

TX 32.831142 -95.285212

Henry Stout came to Texas in 1818 from Tennessee. Reported to have helped David Crockett plan his route to the Alamo, 
he served in the Republic of Texas Army in 1836, and from 1839 to 1845 was Captain of a Texas Ranger company. He 
moved here in 1847 and operated a grist mill and freight hauling business. He served on the commission to create Wood 
County in 1850, and was the first sheriff. He represented Van Zandt and Wood counties in the State Legislature in 1855-
56, and was a Confederate officer during the Civil War. He is buried in a family cemetery adjacent to this site.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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TCTIMCome and Take It Cannon at Gonzales
414 Smith St

Gonzales

TX 29.504092 -97.443386

Believed to be the actual cannon which Texian soldiers refused to surrender and used against Mexican soldiers at the 
Battle of Gonzales, this artifact is on display at the Gonzales History Museum.  There is some controversy over the 
legitimacy of the cannon on display.  Thought to have been buried by Texian soldiers after the ill-fated Battle of the 
Alamo, this cannon on display was found after a flood in the general area where the Gonzales 6-pound cannon was 
thought to have been buried.  It was unrecognized for almost 50 years and was used as a door-stop until someone 
noticed its potential at a flea market years later.  Some historians note this is a signal cannon and would not have been 
able to fire the projectiles necessary for an artillery engagement.  Either way, it’s a unique piece of Texas history and as 
far as I am concerned, it’s freakin’ cool.

Take a picture of the original "Come and Take It" cannon.  Touch it, too.

M-S 10a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

51

TCTKCChisholm Trail-Kimball Crossing
TX 174 at Lake Whitney

Kopperl

TX 32.122828 -97.497115

Kimball, one of the first towns in Bosque County, was established at this site in the early 1850s. One of the westward 
wagon routes forded the river at this crossing until a ferry was built in 1865. The famous Chisholm Trail made its major 
crossing of the Brazos here. During the 1870s tens of thousands of Texas longhorn cattle forded the river and were driven 
to northern markets. Building of barbed wire fences and railroads in the 1880s caused abandonment of the Chisholm Trail. 
Kimball, with no railroad and loss of the cattle trail, became a ghost town by the middle 1900s.

Take a picture of the historical marker here in Kimball Bend Park.  If the park is closed due to flooding, get a picture of 
the entrance sign to the park out next to the highway that says "Kimball Bend Park-Whitney Lake"

0900-1700

************************************************************************************************************************

56

TCTOMChisholm Trail Outdoor Museum
101 Chisholm St

Cleburne

TX 32.323941 -97.447495

The Chisholm Trail Outdoor Museum has a collection of Wild West buildings but also has what they claim is the longest 
metal cut-out sculpture in the U.S…..a cattle drive.  Everything’s bigger in Texas.

Take a picture of the sculpture and sign “Welcome to Cleburne on the Chisholm Trail.”

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

48

TDANEDanevang Lutheran Church
357 Co Rd 426, Danevang, TX 77432

Danevang

TX 29.04357 -96.203594

Danevang being another word for Denmark, there is a large marble monument between the church and the community 
center

Take a picture of the obelisk marker located on the east side of the church at the listed coordinates.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TDEPORosser Train Depot
Railroad St and Ennis St

Rosser

TX 32.462395 -96.454493

Platted as a town site in 1851 under the name Trinidad, initial settlement was before 1850. The town's location on the 
East Fork of the Trinity River promised a bright future. The watercourse was navigable at that time for barge and riverboat 
traffic.  The Texas and Pacific Railroad arrived in 1872 and Trinidad hosted scores of railroad workers, increasing the 
population and creating a tent boomtown.  The town was renamed after Capt. Robert S. Rosser a local landowner who 
had become wealthy through land and timber sales.

Take a picture of the old water tower and depot.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

42

TEOAKElection Oak
3090 TX 6

Valley Mills

TX 31.725699 -97.550054

One of three polling places in first election held after Bosque County was organized in 1854. Of 21 votes cast on that 
occasion (August 7, 1854) in county, 17 were polled under this tree. In later years, Bosque County Old Settlers Association 
used this site for reunions, by the courtesy of Tom M. Pool, owner of the land. Site was known locally as Pool Park.

When entering the park area, go past the two historical markers up close to the edge of the road.  Take a picture of the 
large stone and bronze plaque just a bit further up the drive.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

267

TFAGOFannin at Goliad
Loop 71 and Cabrera Rd

Goliad

TX 28.646141 -97.38009

In March 1836, after the defeat of Texian forces at the Alamo, General Houston ordered James Fannin to retreat from 
Goliad and General Urrea's Mexican army back to Victoria.  Fannin vacillated between defending the fort or moving to 
Victoria, finally leaving the fort but he fumbled his small army along less than 1 mile in two days when the Mexican Army 
caught up with him.  After a courageous but futile defensive effort on the wide open prairie, the small Texian army 
surrendered.  General Santa Anna ordered all Texian soldiers to be treated as pirates and executed.  After witnessing 445 
of his soldiers’ executions, James Fannin was saved for last.  His last request was that his possession be sent to his family, 
he be shot in the heart and not the face, and he be given a Christian burial.  The Mexicans soldiers kept his possessions, 
shot him in the face, and burned his body in a mass grave.  These actions, along with the Alamo, defined Anglo actions 
towards Mexican soldiers and citizens for years to come.

Take a picture of the Fannin monument using one of the two small cannons to drape your flag across, making sure to 
have the entire monument and cannon you choose in the picture.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TFANTFanthorp Inn Anderson TX
579 S Main St

Anderson

TX 30.483049 -95.984024

During the early days of the Republic of Texas, stagecoaches rumbled across East Texas, carrying passengers from one 
distant community to another.  Some roadside homeowners saw the need and opened their homes to the passengers. As 
a result, many pioneer homes evolved into some of East Texas' best known stagecoach inns including the Fanthorp Inn in 
Anderson.  Henry Fanthorp, migrated to Texas in 1832, and his wife Rachel founded the Inn in the 1840s to serve 
stagecoach passengers passing the dogtrot log house.   The inn also became a community center, a polling place, the site 
of dances and community parties, and the founding site for a Masonic Lodge and a Methodist church.  General Sam 
Houston, a friend of Fanthorp, was a frequent visitor. So were Anson Jones, Ulysses S. Grant, Zachary Taylor, Jefferson 
Davis, Robert E. Lee and Kenneth Anderson, the last vice president of the Republic of Texas.

Take a picture of the Fanthorp Inn historical marker with the inn prominently in the background.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

63

TFMETFirst Methodist Minister
1002 Barrett St, San Augustine, TX

San Augustine

TX 31.536159 -94.123624

This state historic maker at the grave of Rev. Samuel A. Williams explains his status as the first Methodist Minister 
regularly stationed in East Texas. The marker is located on the grounds of the San Augustine Early Learning Center at 
1002 Barrett Street in San Augustine, formerly Rev. William's homesite.

Take a picture of the historical marker here at the grave of Rev. Williams.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

175

TFRCBFrisco Cattle Drive cowboys
8400 Gaylord Pkwy

Frisco

TX 33.104464 -96.809751

Stampeding through the Centre at Preston Ridge shopping center, located at the corner of Gaylord Parkway and Preston 
Road, is the longest continuous-themed bronze sculpture collection in the United States. These longhorns, cowboys and 
chuck wagon bring a sense of size and wonder of the cattle drives. The history of the Shawnee Trail, later to become the 
Preston Trail, is depicted in towering monuments throughout the development.

Take a picture of the two cowboys, one sitting and the other standing, as they sit by the camp fire at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

175

TFRISFrisco Cattle Drive
3155 Parkwood Drive

Frisco

TX 33.103921 -96.816456

Stampeding through the Centre at Preston Ridge shopping center, located at the corner of Gaylord Parkway and Preston 
Road, is the longest continuous-themed bronze sculpture collection in the United States. These longhorns, cowboys and 
chuck wagon bring a sense of size and wonder of the cattle drives. The history of the Shawnee Trail, later to become the 
Preston Trail, is depicted in towering monuments throughout the development.  This part of the drive has the cattle 
busting out of a wall.

Capture a picture of the herd crashing through the wall.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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TFTBRFort Blair
TX-16, south of Desdemona, TX

Desdemona

TX 32.268525 -98.55137

C.C. Blair was an early pioneer settler in the Desdemona area. Because two tribes of Indians often came through this area, 
Blair built a non-military fort to protect his family and to give refuge to his surrounding neighbors' families. The fort was 12 
square cabins built in defensive positions so the settlers could defend their lives from Indian depredations. The fort was 
used for some years before it was later used by Texas Rangers as a supply depot for storing ammo and food useful for 
Rangers to use while chasing both Indians and outlaws. This fort was the largest family fort used through the Civil War. 

Take a picture of the historical marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

41

TGRCNGrand Cane
TX-146, 15.5 miles north of Moss Hill

Liberty County

TX 30.348938 -94.75396

Here General Sam Houston built a home in 1843 and in it resided until 1845. A post office was established May 22, 1846 
with Vernon B. Lea as postmaster. It was discontinued October 24, 1868 and reestablished April 26, 1869. The name of 
the town was changed to Ironwood August 26, 1869. The post office was discontinued March 15, 1900.

Take a picture of the stone marker here.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

455

TGULPGulf Prairie
231 N Gulf Prairie Rd, Freeport, TX 77541

Freeport

TX 28.976309 -95.473091

There is nothing fancy here. This is just a quiet churchyard cemetery where Stephen F. Austin was ORIGINALLY buried.

Take a picture of the Gulf Prairie marker here at the end of the parking lot and cemetery.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

84

TGWSLGeorge Webb Slaughter
FM 4, about 4 miles north of Palo Pinto

Palo Pinto

TX 32.841695 -98.302228

Came to Texas with his parents in 1830 from Mississippi, settled in Sabine County, and began a freighting business. He 
participated in the Texas War for Independence, serving as a courier for Gen. Sam Houston, and on one occasion took a 
dispatch to Col. William B. Travis at the Alamo in San Antonio. Slaughter married Sarah Mason on October 12, 1836, the 
first marriage sanctioned under laws of the Republic of Texas.  He began raising cattle in Freestone County in 1852, and 
moved in 1857 to his Palo Pinto County homestead (1/4 miles east). He organized a Baptist church near his home, and 
rode a circuit in the area, preaching and practicing "saddlebag" medicine. He and his family survived several Indian 
attacks. From 1868 to 1875, thousands of his cattle went up the trail to Kansas railheads.  In 1882, he founded the First 
Baptist Church in Mineral Wells.

Take a picture of Slaughter’s historical marker at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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TGWSMGeorge Washington Smith
TX 78 just north of FM 981

Blue Ridge

TX 33.307063 -96.398946

George Washington Smith, who served Texas at the battle of San Jacinto, in the Mier expedition, and in Mexico with Col. 
John C. Hays, was born in Wilson County, Tennessee, about 1796. He fought Indians in Tennessee as a teenager under 
Andrew Jackson and served in the War of 1812 at the battle of New Orleans. Smith was married in Wayne County, 
Kentucky, to Elizabeth Briggs, who was part Cherokee, in 1817; they had four children. The family settled at the head of 
Bois d'Arc Creek in Red River County, Texas, in 1834 and received a league and a labor of land. Pay vouchers show 
Smith's frequent movements for the next decade, from fights for Texas independence back home to put in crops. Reports 
and family tradition stated that he was with his neighbor Benjamin R. Milam at the siege of Bexar on December 7, 1835, 
and that the fatally wounded Milam died in Smith's arms. After the siege Smith traveled to his home in newly formed 
Fannin County, then returned to duty with Sam Houston for the fight at San Jacinto. As one of Capt. John G. W. Pierson's 
men in 1842, Smith was captured with others of the Mier expedition, but he escaped at the Rio Grande and returned 
home. After annexation he again left home, this time to join the First Regiment, Texas Mounted Riflemen, for the 
campaign to Mexico City in 1847. Smith served as a sergeant with Capt. Preston Witt in Company K. He died at his home 
in Collin County about 1876. A Texas historical marker placed in the Blue Ridge Cemetery in 1979 marks the place of his 
original burial, though his daughters had his remains moved to nearby Grounds Graveyard.

Take a picture of the historical marker at the cemetery gazebo.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

187

THMRLHalfmoon Reef Lighthouse
2300 TX-35, Port Lavaca, TX 77979

Port Lavaca

TX 28.636899 -96.617289

Known as the oldest surviving wooden lighthouse structure in Texas, the Halfmoon Reef Light Station, a six-sided building, 
is made mostly of cypress wood and originally was attached to iron piles that had been screwed into the shallow bottom of 
Matagorda Bay. Built in the late 1850s, it guided ships past the treacherous Halfmoon Reef, a mud and oyster shell shoal 
on the east side of Matagorda Bay.

Take a picture of the lighthouse.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

36

THNOPHeard Northington Plantation
FM 1161, 0.5 miles east of FM 102

Egypt

TX 29.403781 -96.233482

Outside the Heard Northington Plantation is a marker for the old community of Egypt, TX.  This area was a major 
crossroads of early Texas settlers, Texian soldiers, and commercial trade.

Take a picture of the Texas historical marker for Egypt.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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THYMAHarvey Massacre
TX-6, 1.9 miles N of FM 2159

Calvert

TX 31.04768 -96.711041

At this site one Sunday night in November 1836, the family of John Harvey was attacked by an Indian raiding party. 
Harvey, his wife, and son were all killed, Mrs. Harvey's blood staining the open pages of the family Bible. Their daughter 
Ann, aged 5, and a servant girl were taken captive, later to be sold as slaves. The price of Ann was a few blankets. After 
four years in Mexico, Ann was recovered by her uncle, James Talbot of Alabama. In 1848 she wed Sanders Briggs and in 
1853 they moved to Texas, where they built a home -- ironically -- near the site of the massacre.

Take a picture of the Harvey Massacre roadside marker.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

61

THYMRHenry Millard
801 Pearl St

Beaumont

Tx 30.081297 -94.095661

A native of Saratoga County, New York, Henry Millard moved to Missouri with his family while still a child. As a young man 
he moved to Natchez, Mississippi, where in 1826 he married Mary Warren Beaumont. Millard migrated to Texas in 1835. 
He laid out a townsite and named it Beaumont, his wife's maiden name.  Embracing the political life of his new homeland, 
Millard served as a delegate to the Consultation of 1835 and, as a Lt. Colonel in the Texas Army, commanded infantry at 
the Battle of San Jacinto. He later served as chief justice, alderman, and justice of the peace in Beaumont and Jefferson 
County, as well as tax assessor in Galveston after his move there in 1842. He died in Galveston in August 1844 and was 
buried there in the Episcopal Cemetery.

Take a picture of the historical marker.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

65

TINDACalhoun County Courthouse in Indianola
TX-316

Indianola

TX 28.519286 -96.496322

The violent winds of tornadoes kill and destroy, but the wild winds of hurricanes aren't often what wreaks havoc; it's the 
massive storm surges of water that sweep into flat areas and then quickly rush out to sea, taking people and property 
with it.  Indianola, a prosperous port and start for pioneering immigrants into Texas, was decimated by a hurricane in 
1875.  The survivors rebuilt but an 1886 hurricane and subsequent fire destroyed the town forever.  Here at this spot 
stood the Calhoun County courthouse.  Large and built of stone, it protected many residents from the storm surge and 
saved many lives.  It wasn't enough and Indianola is now a ghost town.

Take a picture of the marker at this spot notating the Calhoun County Courthouse.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TINMAInternational Marker
TX-31 at the LA-TX state line

Panola County

TX 32.034063 -94.042735

Located off TX-31 at the Louisiana border one will find an engraved granite pillar.  It was placed as a marker between the 
United States of America and the Republic of Texas in 1840. A commission was appointed to establish and mark the 
boundary, which had been in dispute since the early 1700s between France and Spain. It was still in dispute when the U.S. 
made the Louisiana Purchase from France in 1803. The U.S. and Spain agreed that the disputed strip would be neutral 
territory until an agreement could be reached by the two nations. The strip soon became a refuge for outlaws and 
deserters seeking to avoid the laws of any government.  This is the only remaining International boundary marker in the 
United States.

Take a picture of the international marker.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

60

TINSGIndian Signaling Grounds
US 190, 5 miles east of San Saba

San Saba

TX 31.204912 -98.639283

Heights used from pre-settlement days to 1870s by Comanches and others to send messages over long distances.  Indians 
communicated by means of smoke, at times mirrors. Codes were used to confuse enemies. Messages sent news and could 
gather or disperse tribes. The Comanches had an excellent smoke signal system, also imitated animal cries. Mirabeau B. 
Lamar visited this area in 1837; later, as president of Republic of Texas, he had a forceful Indian policy. On banks of San 
Saba in 1847, German Emigration Company bought peace from the Comanches for $3,000 worth of beads, trinkets; and in 
1850 on Wallace Creek, about 15 mi. southwest, the U.S. signed an Indian treaty.

Take a picture of the historical marker.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

168

TIRVIGrave of Josephus Irvine
CR 4002 and CR 4004

Newton

TX 30.798116 -93.752268

Here lies the grave of Josephus Irvine, born in 1819 in Tennessee.  In 1835, he enlisted in the Texian Army and fought at 
the Seige of Bexar and was possibly the youngest soldier to fight in the Battle of San Jacinto.  He fought in the Civil War 
as a captain.  He is a model of the character Otto McNabb of James Michener's Texas.  The grave site is 50 yards off the 
road and the roads leading to this bonus are very rough, often with dirt or gravel.  This bonus will be a huge time 
commitment and you need to drive to roads carefully.

Take a picture of Josephus Irvine's grave marker.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TISSTIsaac Stem
FM 979, 1.5 mi S of TX-7

Franklin

TX 31.249436 -96.420901

Tennessee native Isaac Phillip Stem moved to Texas and joined the Republic of Texas army in 1836. Continuing to serve in 
the military, Stem was a participant in the Battle of Plum Creek on August 1, 1840, in present Caldwell County. The battle 
was fought between Texas soldiers and Comanche Indians, who had raided the coastal towns of Linnville and Victoria. 
Stem served in the Somervell Campaign of 1841 and was a member of a company of mounted volunteers during the 
Mexican War. After his discharge from the Texas troops in 1846, Stem joined the United States Infantry at Corpus Christi 
and continued in the war with Mexico. Discharged at Monterrey due to illness, he later joined the Tennessee Volunteers 
and later transferred into the U. S. Infantry once again. Isaac P. Stem moved to Robertson County in 1869 and became a 
farmer and rancher. He died in 1893 and was buried here beside his wife.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

42

TJBUNJohn Bunton
S. Burleson and W Center St

Kyle

TX 29.988577 -97.877188

Born in Sumner County, Tenn., John Wheeler Bunton migrated to Texas in 1833. To secure freedom for his new 
homeland, he signed the Texas Declaration of Independence, helped draft a constitution, and fought in the Siege of Bexar 
and the Battle of San Jacinto. A lawyer, rancher, and owner of extensive lands, Bunton served in the 1st and 3rd 
congresses of the Republic of Texas. He lived in Austin and Bastrop counties before settling in Hays County near Mountain 
City. Originally buried in this county, Bunton was reinterred in the state cemetery in Austin in 1932.

Take a picture of the historical marker to John Bunton here in Kyle.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

50

TJOLOJohn Lomax
TX 144, 2.0 miles north of TX 22

Meridian

TX 31.948277 -97.671119

Only a log kitchen now marks the home site of John Lomax, one of the foremost collectors of American folksongs. Here, 
on part of the Chisholm Trail, young Lomax heard cowboys crooning and yodeling to restless herds; Negro servants taught 
him jig tunes, chants, work songs, and calls; and on winter nights his family sang songs and swapped stories around a 
blazing fire. Lomax began to write down this music while still a boy; and when he left Bosque County at age 20, he carried 
with him a roll of cowboy ballads -- the nucleus of his lifelong work.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TKIMOKillough Monument
CR3431, 0.4 miles S of CR3411

Bullard

TX 32.054583 -95.342855

The Killough Massacre is believed to have been both the largest and last Native American attack on white settlers in East 
Texas.  The massacre took place on October 5, 1838, near Larissa.  There were eighteen victims, who included Isaac 
Killough, Sr., and his extended family. They had immigrated to the Republic of Texas from Talladega County, Alabama, in 
1837, settling on December 24th of that year.  Unaware, apparently, that the land made available to them was hotly 
disputed by the Cherokee Indians who lived in the area, Isaac Killough and his homesteaders began clearing land for crops 
and building homes. Only a year earlier, however, the area surrounding their settlement had been set aside for the 
Cherokee under a treaty negotiated and signed by Sam Houston and John Forbes. When the Republic of Texas Senate 
refused to ratify the treaty and then, in December 1838, formally nullified it, the Cherokee, who already thought they had 
conceded enough, became extremely agitated.  On October 5, 1838, a band of Cherokee attacked the settlement. Most of 
the Killough group—a total of eighteen—were killed or abducted as they worked their fields.  A stone obelisk 
commemorating the event was erected by the Work Projects Administration in the 1930s and a historical marker was 
dedicated in 1965.  (Warning- possible dirt roads in area to get here)

Take a picture of the Killough Monument (large stone object, not historical marker).

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

77

TKIMRMemorial To King's Men in Refugio
Commerce St & E. Empresario St

Refugio

TX 28.296479 -97.274891

Amon King was initially of Baltimore but later found a job as a town marshall in Kentucky.  When a group of volunteer's 
came through town on their way to help fight in the Texas War of Independence, King formed his own company to go 
help fight.  Although this monument is placed in tribute to King and his men who were massacred outside Refugio about 
the time of the Goliad Massacre, King's constant refusal to follow orders and support Fannin's forces may have contributed 
to the Texian failure to quickly withdraw from Goliad and thus be captured.  King was more of a hooligan than a war hero.

Take a picture of the monument to King's men.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

41

TLERILeon River Bridge
1003 W Leon St

Gatesville

TX 31.432801 -97.761352

The route once known as the Old Georgetown Road was in existence by 1854 and crossed the Leon River here. A ferry 
operated at this crossing as early as 1854 and was owned by R. G. Grant, a local entrepreneur and land developer. The 
Bowstring Truss Bridge erected near here in 1882 was the first metal truss bridge in Coryell County. It was damaged by 
two major floods in 1899 and 1900, and the County Commissioners Court authorized the building of another bridge. The 
George E. King Bridge Company of Des Moines, Iowa built this structure in 1904. Features include steel construction, wood 
decking, original lattice railings, pin-connected members, and elaborate stone abutments. The overall length of 141 feet 
from end to end allows for the 4-foot depth of masonry piers supporting the bridge. It is a 137-foot Pratt through truss 
span with a 5-foot timber approach span, and is one of few such bridges surviving in Texas. The 1904 bridge served as a 
major east-west artery for Central Texas. The road became part of State Highway 7 in 1917, and was renamed U.S. 
Highway 84 in the 1930s. The historic bridge was restored and rededicated in 1994.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.  There is a safe parking area just east of the bridge and marker.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TLIZCElizabeth Crockett
FM 4 and Fall Creek Hwy

Acton

TX 32.43998 -97.684206

As payment for David Crockett’s service in the Texas War of Independence, his wife Elizabeth Crockett ended up with 640 
acres near Granbury, TX.  There her son built a log cabin and she lived for six years until she died at the age of 72.  She 
was buried here in Acton Cemetery.  In 1911, a monument was erected over her grave and for almost 100 years was the 
smallest Texas state park at only 0.006 acres.  In 2008 it was transferred to the Texas Historical Commission and is thus 
no longer the smallest state park but is now Texas’ smallest historical site.

Take a picture of Elizabeth Crockett’s grave.

0900-1700

************************************************************************************************************************

16

TLXLCLexington
Third and Wheatley Sts

Lexington

TX 30.414523 -97.010112

The first inhabitants of this area were the Tonkawa Indians.  The first white settler was James Shaw, a young teacher 
from Ohio who received a land grant for his service at the Battle of San Jacinto.  He settled here in 1837 and named the 
town after the Massachusetts town where the American Revolution began.

Take a picture of the historical marker for Lexington located in the town square.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

68

TMCOWMarble Cows
TX 114 and Riverside

Irving

TX 32.858504 -96.931812

Located at the top of Bluebonnet Hill, Irving's Marble Cow Sculpture stands as a memory of the Las Colinas ranchlands 
that were once a predominant feature of the area. The monument features five marble cows which were designed and 
sculpted by artist Harold Clayton.

Take a picture of a marble cow.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

23

TMDJBJesse Billingsley of McDade
Waco St and Brown Rd

McDade

TX 30.287365 -97.239767

Tennessee born and friend of Davy Crockett, Jesse Billingsley came to Texas in 1834.  A fearless Indian fighter, he 
commanded a company of soldiers in the Texas Army at the Battle of San Jacinto.  Despite being crippled in his left hand 
during the fight, he continued to participate in almost every major skirmish on the Texas frontier.  He served in the 
Republic of Texas Congress and often slept on the Capitol floor in a buckskin suit.  He voted against secession and his fair 
treatment of African-Americans led him to lose re-election.  He died here in McDade in 1880.  At his request, he was 
buried next to his horse in the front yard of his home.  His body was later moved to the Texas State Cemetery where 
other notable Texas heroes are buried.

Take a picture of the large marker dedicated to Captain Billingsley.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TMIERMier Expedition Monument
414 Tx-92 Spur

La Grange

TX 29.888876 -96.877053

Even after his 1836 defeat, Santa Anna’s forces continued to invade the Republic of Texas hoping to regain control.  On 
December 20, 1842, the 308 Texian soldiers, approached Ciudad Mier in an action against the Mexican invasions. The 
Texians were unaware that 3,000 Mexican troops were in the area and in the Battle of Mier that resulted, they inflicted 
heavy casualties on the Mexicans—650 dead and 200 wounded—but they were forced to surrender.  Santa Anna ordered 
them executed.  In what came to be known as the Black Bean Episode, the Texians were blindfolded and ordered to draw 
beans, 176 white beans and 17 black beans placed in a pot. The seventeen men who drew black beans were allowed to 
write letters home and were executed by firing squad. According to legend, the black beans were placed in the jar last and 
had the officers pick first, so that they would make up the majority of those killed. Captain John E. Dusenbury, a white 
bean survivor, returned during the U.S.-Mexican War and returned the remains to a cement vault on a bluff one mile 
south of La Grange. The grave site is now part of a state park, the Monument Hill and Kreische Brewery State Historic 
Sites.

Take a picture of the towering Mier monument.

8a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

24

TMOLGMuster Oak in La Grange
W Colorado and N Washington Sts

La Grange

TX 29.905918 -96.878456

Under this historic oak on Sept 15, 1842, Capt. Nicholas Mosby Dawson organized his company of Fayette County 
Mounted Volunteers, who rushed to reinforce Col. Matthew Caldwell after San Antonio was captured by Mexican Gen. 
Adrian Woll.  On Sept 18, upon approaching Salado Creek near San Antonio, Dawson found a battle already in progress. 
His men were surrounded beyond rifle range by Mexican cavalry who opened with cannon fire, and soon half were killed 
or wounded. Dawson tried to surrender but a general massacre ensued. Thirty-six Texans were killed. Only three escaped. 
Fifteen were captured, marched to Mexico and imprisoned in Perote Castle. Those who survived were later released.  The 
dead were buried on the field of battle and reinterred Sept 18, 1848, in a tomb on Monument Hill overlooking La Grange.

Take a picture of the granite marker and the oak tree.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

143

TMXHLMexican Hill
2315 US-90

Liberty

TX 30.056741 -94.792034

Following the decisive Battle of San Jacinto in the Texas War for Independence, most of the Mexicans captured in the 
battle were taken to Galveston.  In August 1836, some sixty Mexicans were transported by schooner to Anahuac, where 
they were met by William Hardin, who took them on to Liberty.  The Mexican prisoners stayed on Hardin's property near 
this site, which has come to be called Mexican Hill. Among the men were General Martín Perfecto de Cós and Coronel 
Pedro Delgado, who wrote an account of his time in Liberty.  According to Delgado, the Mexicans were treated well and 
given the best care available during their stay, which lasted until the government of Texas released them on April 25, 1837.

Take a picture of the historical marker.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TOAUROld Aurora
Procter St and Woodworth Blvd

Port Arthur

TX 29.890522 -93.916981

Laid out in 1835 on land grant from government of Mexico to Horatio M. Hanks. At least 160 blocks were planned. After 
the Texas Revolution, Hanks' partner and agent Alamazon Huston sold first 15 lots on Nov. 27, 1837.  Deed records show 
town existed late as 1850. By 1880 the land was sold by state for its taxes.  Hurricanes, freezes and lack of medical 
services caused the area to be deserted by 1890.  Aurora bloomed and faded like the dawn, from which it took its name, 
leaving shoreline of Lake Sabine deserted until 1895, when Port Arthur was founded.

Take a picture of the metal on stone marker here.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

309

TOLDBOld Baylor Park
Old Baylor College Road

Independence

TX 30.318691 -96.354446

On February 1, 1845, the Republic of Texas chartered Baylor University. Independence—one of the wealthiest 
communities in the Republic and a Baptist center—was selected as the university’s site. One year later, on May 18, 1846, 
twenty-four young boys and girls began taking co-educational preparatory classes in what had been the classroom 
facilities of Independence Academy. In 1866, the Baptist State Convention of Texas replaced the Female Department with 
Baylor Female College. Twenty years later, the Male Campus moved to Waco and merged with Waco University, now 
Baylor University; Baylor Female College moved to Belton and became the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor.  Today, only 
the columns of the main building and the ruins of the stone kitchen remain of the Baylor Female College Campus

Take a picture of the old stone kitchen remains.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

64

TPIONPioneer Plaza Cattle Drive
1428 Young St

Dallas

TX 32.7764 -96.801511

The large sculpture commemorates nineteenth century cattle drives that took place along the Shawnee Trail, the earliest 
and easternmost route by which Texas longhorn cattle were taken to northern railheads. The trail passed through Austin, 
Waco, and Dallas until the Chisolm Trail siphoned off most of the traffic in 1867. The 49 bronze steers and 3 trail riders 
sculptures were created by artist Robert Summers of Glen Rose, Texas. Each steer is larger-than-life at six feet high; all 
together the sculpture is the largest bronze monument of its kind in the world. Set along an artificial ridge and past a man-
made limestone cliff, native landscaping with a flowing stream and waterfall help create the dramatic effect.

Take a picture of the cattle drive, or at least part of it.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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TPOETPoetry Baptist Church
FM 986

Poetry

TX 32.828705 -96.240892

Originally known as Turner's Point, a post office and school were established in 1858. In 1876, the community was 
renamed Poetry. The new name was suggested by local merchant Maston Ussery, who said that the area in springtime 
reminded him of a poem.  The oldest Baptist church in Kaufman County, organized in 1855, the original name was Salem 
Baptist Church, when the community was called Turner's Point. In 1870, the congregation helped organize the 11-church 
East Fork Baptist Association, and hosted annual conferences on three occasions.  In 1899, the name Poetry Baptist 
Church began to be used and the present church sanctuary was built in 1912.

Take a picture of the historical marker in front of Poetry Baptist Church.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

54

TPRAIPrairieville Grocery
FM 1836 & FM 90

Prairieville

TX 32.4799 -96.103006

In 1848 part of the Texas colony of Norwegians, under the leadership of Johan R. Reiersen, moved from Henderson 
County to the Four Mile Prairie in Kaufman and Van Zandt counties. There they built their homes and farms and 
established Prairieville. The colony fell on difficult days in the 1850s, when an epidemic swept through the settlement, and 
many of the survivors moved to Bosque County. Prairieville survived, however, and reached a population of 206 by 1900 
before declining to fifty by 1924, which it remains at today.

Take a picture of the front of the local store which reads "Prairieville Grocery est. 1895"

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

19

TSAHBHead of Stephen Austin in Bellville
TX-159 and TX-36

Bellville

TX 29.956778 -96.268857

David Adickes is well known for several of his famous statues, to include the fact he has produced a large bust of each US 
President (except for maybe the latest one).  He constructed the large Sam Houston statue in Huntsville and the huge 
Stephen Austin statue near Angleton.  This large bust of Stephen Austin is unique because he was never president or 
governor of anything but is held in high regards as the Father of Texas.

Take a picture of the Adickes Austin head.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TSAHOSam Houston
7600 TX-75

Hunstville

TX 30.661146 -95.510643

Sam Houston, celebrated political architect of Texas, towers in concrete above Interstate 45, with walking cane and 
snappy duds of a 19th century.  Sam is touted in attraction literature as the second largest freestanding statue in the U.S., 
bested only by the allegorical and over-promoted Statue of Liberty.  Artist David Adickes, born and schooled in Huntsville, 
sculpted this colossal monument to the man who still inspires Texans to reach lofty heights. Sam Houston remembered 
the Alamo with his surprise victory/slaughter of Santa Anna's more experienced and professional Mexican Army at San 
Jacinto, then went on to become President of the Republic of Texas, Governor of the State of Texas, and a U.S. Senator.  
Adickes couldn't put down his chisel after finishing Sam Houston. He's the sculptor who spent subsequent years creating 
giant U.S. President heads that can be seen in Houston and in less-expected places as well.

Take a picture of the Sam Houston Statue.  (Note:  You cannot take this picture from the highway.  You must be close 
enough that we know you were at the statue and not on the shoulder of I-45.)

10a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

36

TSAHPSam Houston Hermann Park
5555 Hermann Park Dr

Houston

TX 29.721596 -95.390963

General Sam Houston, sitting atop his horse, Saracen, has watched over the entrance to Hermann Park at Montrose and 
Main streets since 1925. The bronze sculpture was created by Enrico Filiberto Cerrachio (1880-1956) and was funded by 
the Women’s City Club. Frank Teich (1856-1939) sculpted the massive granite arch that supports Sam Houston and his 
horse. The iconic statue was lovingly restored by the Houston Municipal Art Commission in 1996.

Take a picture of the Sam Houston monument in Houston's Hermann Park.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

42

TSAMOSam Houston Oak
CR 361, .25 miles N of US 90 Alt

Gonzales

TX 29.475951 -97.308055

This ancient tree shades a wide area just east of Peach Creek, 8.5 miles from Gonzales. In the vicinity of the tree on 
March 14, 1836, Sam Houston and several hundred Texas citizen-soldiers gathered.  Scouts from Gonzales had found 
Susannah Dickinson 20 miles west of Gonzales and she passed on the grim news that her husband and all the others had 
died early on the morning of March 6, the Alamo overwhelmed by soldiers under Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. Led 
by Houston, 374 citizen-soldiers marched eastward from Gonzales all night, crossing Peach Creek at Bartholomew D. 
McClure's plantation. In the pre-dawn darkness, the general called a stop for breakfast and rest here at this house and oak 
tree.  After gathering more refugees that had fled Gonzales, Houston began from here what would later be known as the 
‘Runaway Scrape’ which ultimately ended in Texan victory at the Battle of San Jacinto.  The old house is still here and still 
owned by descendants of the Braches family.

From the road, take a picture of the Sam Houston oak with the house in the background.

daylight only
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TSAPLSalt Palace
100 W Garland St, Grand Saline, TX 75140

Grand Saline

TX 32.674723 -95.709825

Underneath Grand Saline, TX lies the largest salt dome in the world.  If you have ever eaten a commercially sold salted 
pretzel, the salt on that pretzel came from Grand Saline.  The salt dome under Grand Saline is the size of Mount Everest 
and the base stretches all the way to the Lousisana border.  If the entire world were to rely solely on Grand Saline for salt, 
it would last for 20,000 years.  Here in dowtown Grand Saline lies the Salt Palace, a sort of visitor center and museum for 
all things salty in Grand Saline.

Take a picture of your bike parked in front of the "Salt Palace" awning which houses a large rock of salt.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

325

TSASFStephen F Austin Site in San Felipe
15945 FM 1458

San Felipe

TX 29.80723 -96.097789

San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site, a Texas Historical Commission property, honors the 1836 founding of Texas. 
Located on the Brazos River, the site is near the heart of the original township of San Felipe, the first capital of the 
provisional government of Texas. It was here Stephen F. Austin, the "Father of Texas," managed the affairs of his colony, 
which would initially bring 297 families to Texas under a contract with the Mexican government.

Take a picture of the statue of Stephen Austin at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

50

TSFAUStephen F. Austin
TX 288 and TX 290

Angleton

TX 29.150527 -95.450606

The 76-foot-tall statue of Texas forefather Stephen F. Austin was built in 2006 by Texas artist David Adickes -- who had 
earlier built a colossal Sam Houston statue outside of Huntsville. Stephen is slightly shorter than Sam, as they were in real 
life.

Take a picture of yourself with your flag with the SF Austin statue prominently in your background.  You must get close 
to the statue and not take this from the road.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

271

TSHSPSam Houston at Sabine Pass
5086 S 6th Ave

Sabine Pass

TX 29.734709 -93.893992

The charter establishing the City of Sabine Pass was signed by General Sam Houston while he was President of the 
Republic of Texas in 1839. Houston thought Sabine Pass had a lot of potential, and was heavily invested in promoting the 
town.  The hurricane of 1886 destroyed the town, but plucky townfolk rebuilt their city and kept on growing. Subsequent 
hurricanes kept washing out rail lines, and eventually the railroads abandoned the town. That sowed the seeds of Sabine 
Pass's eventual decline. The city was annexed by Port Arthur in the 1980s.

Take a picture of the large Sam Houston statue here in this park.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TSTPSSt. Paul School
McMurray Lane and Lee Blvd

Neylandville

TX 33.199831 -96.003192

The community of Neylandville traces its history to the 1850s. James Brigham, a former slave, bought farmland in the area 
after purchasing his family's freedom. Following the Civil War and the emancipation of slaves, other black families began to 
settle near Brigham's farm. The community, named Neylandville for Robert Neyland, from whom Brigham had purchased 
his freedom, established Baptist and Methodist Episcopal churches. A school begun at St. Paul Baptist Church evolved into 
the major educational center for black children living in nearby towns and settlements.   All but one of the school buildings 
were sold and moved off the site which was a community center until it became the town city hall.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

77

TSTSCSt. Stanislaus Catholic Church
602 7th St, Bandera, TX 78003

Bandera

TX 29.720983 -99.075361

In 1859 they began in a 20’ x 30’ log structure, which served as their first church. The entire block on which the church is 
located was purchased for only $1.00 from the James de Montel Company.  The church in which used today was built in 
1876. It was constructed of native limestone.  In her Centennial Year, 1976, the church was adorned with gothic lights, 
and she was given a complete interior makeover. Six additional stained glass windows were installed in 1990, and in 1996 
the statues and Stations of the Cross were repainted, and the altars all re-marbleized. In 2000, the small room off of the 
sanctuary was transformed into a chapel for the purpose of Perpetual Adoration. 

Take a picture of the main entrance of the church.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

35

TSUGRFirst Sugar Refinery
198 Kempner St, Sugar Land, TX 77498

Sugar Land

TX 29.620567 -95.635695

The roots of the Texas sugar industry are pretty shameful. The Texas sugar industry got its start on S. J. William's 
Oakland plantation, where black slaves grew, harvested, and processed sugar. After slavery had been abolished, the sugar 
industry still needed a large supply of extremely cheap labor. Beginning in 1873, the State of Texas became an industry 
partner, supplying countless mostly black convicts to do the hard work of growing, harvesting, and bundling sugarcane for 
Imperial Sugar.  By 1909, the State of Texas formalized the relationship when it opened the Imperial State Farm, a prison 
with the capacity of 900 men, next to the Imperial sugarcane refinery. Mot Texas prison farms operated to supply the 
state with food for prisoners, but this one used inmate labor to grow, harvest and bundle large quantities of sugar cane 
for delivery at favorable rates to the Imperial Sugar processing plant nearby. 

Take a picture of the metal on stone marker at the base of the old building.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TSWRHSoldier's Water Hole
CR 412 over creek

Rochelle

TX 31.17405 -99.226329

This location is an ancient Indian campground and also a commonly used rest stop for military and settler units migrating 
west.  U.S. soldiers under command of Robert E. Lee used this site while traveling the nearby military road and patrolling 
this area for Indians.  Here 27 Indians surprised and massacred 18 men, women and children burned their wagons and 
stole their horses.  The location is reported to be haunted and visitors who hike to the water hole report that they can 
hear cries for help and arrows whistling past in the dark.  It was on the internet so it must be true.   ****DIRT 
ROADS****

Take a picture of the stone marker here.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

9

TTBHMTexas Baptist Historical Museum
FM50 and La Bahia Trail

Independence

TX 30.319912 -96.346925

The Independence Baptist Church was begun in August of 1839 and is the oldest continuously serving Baptist church in 
Texas. Since it began, the church has never ceased to meet. The old adobe church burned in the spring of 1872 and this 
building was built on top of the old foundation in the fall of 1872. Independence Baptist Church was the church of Sam 
Houston.  In 1854, President Sam Houston was baptized in the Independence Baptist Church. His wife, Margaret Moffette 
Lea, 8 children, and mother-in-law were also members of this church. Mrs. Houston and her mother Mrs. Nancy Lea are 
buried across the street.

Get a picture of the Texas Baptist Historical Museum sign with the bell tower in the background.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

47

TTDUSTown of Douglass
20734 FM 255

Douglass

TX 31.667167 -94.883227

Michael Costley, known as "The Father of Douglass," arrived in Texas in spring of 1832. In 1836, at the age of 27, Costley 
enlisted as a volunteer the Texas Army and patrolled the San Antonio Road between the Angelina and Neches rivers. In 
September 1836, General Houston ordered Costley and soldiers to go into nearby Cherokee territory to monitor their 
activities, and soon a formal assignment was made.  There, he founded the town which was named in honor of General 
Kelsey Harris Douglass, a prominent early settler and Republic of Texas Congressman.

Take a picture of the historical marker dedicated to the Town of Douglass.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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TTEHUTehuacana
College Ave & Westminster St

Tehuacana

TX 31.743621 -96.545717

On March 4, 1850, the citizens of Texas gathered for a monumental vote- in what city should the state capitol reside?  We 
all know that Austin eventually won out, but the second place vote was in a place most of you have never heard of: 
Tehuacana.  Sitting on a hill which is the highest elevation between Houston and Dallas, the town was named after the 
Tehuacana Indians which resided in the area.  Tehuacana was home to Trinity University and Westminster College, but the 
town declined when the railroad past the town was torn up as part of the war effort in the 1940’s.

Take a picture of the old main building for Trinity University in the background and with the historical markers in the 
foreground at the listed GPS coordinates.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

78

TTELETelegrapher Statue
Washington and Houston St

Marshall

TX 32.545447 -94.367201

In 1838 the Republic of Texas failed to accept an offer from Samuel F. B. Morse to give his new invention to that new 
nation.  Morse, receiving no reply to his offer, withdrew it in a letter to Governor Sam Houston in 1860.  Still, the use of 
the telegraph for communication in Texas, which preceded the railroads and telephone as a national network, began with 
the chartering of the Texas and Red River Telegraph Company on January 5, 1854 in Marshall where the appropriately 
named Telegraph Park is on the site of the first telegraph office in the State of Texas. There is a bronze statue of a 
telegraph boy and there is a bronze plaque.

Take a picture of the telegrapher statue.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

151

TTREAThe Treaty
E. Main St and S. Lanana St

Nacogdoches

TX 31.601508 -94.650712

The date was February 23, 1836, and the situation for Texas was desperate. Santa Anna with about 6,000 troops was on 
the march towards the Alamo with the intent of smashing the small, poorly organized, and ill equipped army of Texans 
along with their fledgling government. Fearing an alliance between Mexico and the Indian tribes, the Texas government 
sent its envoys to meet with the East Texas tribes, hoping to negotiate a treaty designed to keep them from fighting on 
the side of Mexico and remain neutral. Sam Houston represented Texas in the negotiations with Chief Bowles representing 
the Indian tribes. Houston and Bowles were longtime friends. Bowles, though over 80 years of age, was war chief of not 
only the Cherokees, but also the other 12 tribes represented.  When Chief Bowles arrived at the house in Nacogdoches, he 
took seat on the marble coffee table in the middle of the room believing that the fine piece of furniture was the seat of 
honor.  The document, which was signed on the back page, was decorated with bright ribbons, and each chief made his 
"X" in its appropriate place. Though not to endure, the treaty proved a valuable and timely article to Texas' struggle for 
independence, since it assured the neutrality of the Indians and allowed the Texans to concentrate their efforts against 
Santa Anna.

Take a picture of the statue, 'The Treaty', representing Sam Houston and Chief Bowles signing the Ckerokee-Texan 
treaty.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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TTUTETrinity University - Tehuacana
103 College Ave

Tehuacana

TX 31.743595 -96.545699

On March 4, 1850, an election was held to determine the permanent site for the capitol of Texas.  Although Austin was the 
temporary site, Sam Houston as governor tried to move it because he felt the small town, with a population of less than 
700 Texans, was susceptible to Indian raids and Mexican attacks (San Antonio had been captured twice by Mexican 
troops, even after Texas won its independence in 1836). Winning with 7700 votes, Austin would go on to become a major 
center of Texas politics, business, and art.  Oddly enough, the second place with city with 3100 votes was Tehuacana, a 
small town on the highest elevation in central Texas.  Favored for many years, the town was chosen as the site for Trinity 
University in 1869 yet Tehuacana never grew and the school moved to Waxahachie in 1902.  Tehuacana is still enchanting 
in its unusual Native American name and beautiful country location.  It’s one of your rallymaster’s favority places to visit 
and you will always find it in our rallies with significant points attached.

Take a picture of the Tehuacana marker with old Trinity University in the background.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

75

TTWSFTwo Sheriffs
900 Fort McKavett St

Mason

TX 30.753976 -99.240589

A native of Ireland, Thomas S. Milligan (1810-1860) moved to this area in 1855 and operated a change station for the 
stage line. He was also a rancher and supplied beef to the soldiers at Fort Mason. Shortly after Mason County was 
organized in 1858 he became the first elected sheriff. Two years later he was killed by hostile Indians near his home (1.6 
mi. NW). His grandson Allen Thomas Murray (1880-1929) became county sheriff in 1924 and like his grandfather died in 
the line of duty. He was killed by a bootlegger near this site in 1929.

Take a picture of the historical marker.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

369

TTXAUTD Kelsey Texas Gold
2610 N Main St

Fort Worth

TX 32.792002 -97.348746

T.D. Kelsey grew up on a ranch near Bozeman, Montana. He rodeoed for many years in rough stock events and team 
roping. Following that, T.D. trained and showed his own cutting horses for several years. He worked as a commercial pilot 
for United Airlines until 1979 when he resigned to devote full time to his art.  His interest in, and promotion of, Texas 
longhorn cattle, maintenance of a wild horse herd on his ranch, passion for Africa and its wildlife, and concern for the 
conservation of wildlife worldwide have inspired many of his works. An avid traveler, he has visited many countries on 
every continent except Antarctica, drawing and sculpting people and animals from all corners of the world in addition to 
his western subjects. He is known for his intense, impressionistic sculptures that capture the spirit of his subjects.  This 
sculpture, Texas Gold, was a gift by T.D. Kelsey to the Texas Longhorns Breeders Association and a tribute to the hardy 
longhorn survivors that developed from a herd of approximately two hundred cattle brought by the Spanish in the late 
1600s to what is now Texas.  At the time it was placed in 1984, it was recognized as the largest piece of cast bronze in the 
nation.

Take a picture of the Texas Gold sculpture.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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TWIHPWilliam H Pate
FM 2156, DeLeon, TX 76444

DeLeon

TX 32.201853 -98.498587

Not much to be said about William Pate.  He was a veteran of Battle of San Jacinto.  Born in Georgia, he was married to 
Jane Pate who lived until 1908.  His gravemarker is here near a stone Texas historical marker noting his presence.

Take a picture of the stone marker for William Pate located here in the cemetery.

9p-5a

************************************************************************************************************************

26

TWOFTWoods Fort
TX-71, 1.5 miles west of West Point, TX

West Point

TX 29.941422 -97.061659

Used by colonists of this vicinity as a protection against Indian attacks. 1828-1842 fortified residence of Zadock Woods, 
veteran of the War of 1812. One of the old "Three Hundred" of Austin's colonists. Oldest man killed in the "Dawson 
Massacre" September 18, 1842.

Take a picture of the stone historical marker for which the low stone wall was built around.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

410

TWOTBWashington-on-the-Brazos
23400 Park Rd 12

Washington

TX 30.326075 -96.156738

In October 1835, settlers in Mexican Texas launched the Texas Revolution.  Many struggled with understanding what was 
the ultimate goal of the Revolution. Some believed that the goal should be total independence from Mexico, while others 
sought the reimplementation of the Mexican Constitution of 1824.  To settle the issue, a convention was called for March 
1836. Many of the delegates to the 1836 convention were young men who had only recently arrived in Texas from the 
United States, in violation of the immigration ban of April, 1830, although many of them had participated in one of the 
battles in 1835. The only two known native Texans to sign are Francisco Antonio Ruiz and Jose Antonio Navarro. The 
declaration was approved on March 2 with no debate.  The declaration officially established the Republic of Texas.  Sixty 
men signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. Three of them were born in Mexico. Fifty-seven of the sixty moved to 
Texas from the United States. Ten of them had lived in Texas for more than six years, while one-quarter of them had 
been in the province for less than a year.  This is significant, because it indicates that the majority of signatories had 
moved to Texas after the Law of April 6, 1830, banning immigration, had taken effect, meaning that the majority were 
legally citizens of the United States, occupying Texas illegally.  Not sure how well that would go over today.

Take a picture of the tall, slender stone marker notating where the Texas Declaration of Independece was signed.

8a-7p

************************************************************************************************************************
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UARLDArlington Downs
Six Flags Dr & Commercial Dr

Arlington

TX 32.744397 -97.068557

Arlington Downs, a 1¼-mile track with a 6,000-seat grandstand, opened on November 1, 1929, under the guidance of oil 
and cattle magnate William T. Waggoner. The track was located on his "Three D" stock farm half-way between Dallas and 
Fort Worth near Arlington, and the construction cost was nearly $3 million. All of this endeavor was a gamble for the 
millionaire since pari-mutuel betting, the largest income-producing aspect of horse racing, was illegal at the time of the 
track's opening.  In 1933 the Texas legislature legalized pari-mutuel; it issued the first permit to a hastily expanded and 
remodeled Arlington Downs.   As Arlington Downs increased its financial health, Waggoner's physical health broke. On 
December 11, 1934, he died of a stroke, thus depriving the racing industry of one of its most vocal and successful 
boosters. In 1937 the Texas Derby was heralded as the "tryouts" for the more famous Kentucky Derby.  At the end of the 
1937 regular session the state legislature repealed the pari-mutuel laws. Arlington Downs was sold to commercial 
developers. The racetrack was used for rodeos and other events until 1958, when the buildings were razed.  The only 
thing remaining is an old decorated watering trough, now used as a planter at the corner of Six Flags Drive and Commerce 
Dr in Arlington.

Take a picture of the old watering trough.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

18

UBCCMBuckholts Community Center Mural
110 W. Main St

Buckholts

TX 30.874137 -97.12492

Drawn here by the rich, black soil, Czech, German, and Austrian immigrants made this area their home and made it a 
major cotton exporting area in the late 19th century, drawing the railroads.  This mural on the side of the local community 
center depicts the rich cotton farming history of the area, enhanced by the arrival of the railroad.

Take a picture of the mural on the side of the community building.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

37

UBESTBest Theatre
N Main and Columbus St

West

TX 31.803159 -97.091844

Constructed by town founder Thomas M. West and local contractor J.E. Bridges about 1890, this building housed two 
saloons until Prohibition in 1919 prompted its conversion into a grocery store and bakery. Jim Tobola modified the building 
in 1923 to house the Best Theatre, which offered vaudeville, local entertainment, and movies before closing in 1976. The 
building's whimsical architecture includes metal semi-circular awnings and cast concrete globe-like finials.

Take a picture of the front of the old Best Theatre.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

9

UBOHUBottle House
FM 1363, just west of TX-36

Chriesman

TX 30.60075 -96.768949

Chriesman is essentially a ghost town with only a scattering of the old town buildings remaining.  Named for one of 
Stephen Austin's "Original Three Hundred" settlers, one will find an odd building near the edge of FM 1363: an eclectic 
cottage built of thousands of wine bottles on the site of an old town store.

Take a picture of the bottle house from the edge of the road at the fence.  Do not cross onto the private property.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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UBONSBonus, TX
FM-102 and FM-2614

Eagle Lake

TX 29.448231 -96.279626

I mean….come on.  It's Bonus, TX.  How could we not ask you to go here?  Only problem is, believe it or not, the road 
sign gets stolen quite often.  If for some reason the Bonus city limit sign has been "appropriated", go back to the 
intersection of FM-102 and FM-2614 and get a picture of one of the highway signs.

Take a picture of the Bonus city limit sign.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

40

UBURRBurr Country Store and Grill
5203 FM 1301 Rd, Wharton, TX 77488

Wharton

TX 29.311937 -96.019601

The Burr Country Store and Grill is a pleasant little watering hole out here in the middle of nowhere-Wharton area.  On the 
weekends, it's a fun little stop for those people that spend more time polishing their motorcycles than they do riding 
them.  Not that there's anything wrong with that....

Take a picture of your motorcycle in front of the Burr Country Store and Grill.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

22

UBUSCBuffalo Sculpture
1220 W Commerce St

Buffalo

TX 31.456397 -96.07239

Buffalo, TX is the second town to be named Buffalo, the first being from near Henderson County.  Yet, this Buffalo has not 
always remained Buffalo.  In 1993 and 1994, Buffalo changed its named to "Blue Star, TX" in support of the Dallas 
Cowboys who were playing the Buffalo Bills in the Super Bowl.  In 1999, Buffalo changed their name to "Green Star, TX" 
for the Dallas Stars who were playing the Buffalo Sabres for the Stanley Cup.  All I can say is, the Texas team won each 
time, so Buffalo must have something going right.  On the main drag in Buffalo stands a buffalo statue, a landmark for the 
town that doesn't mind being a team player when it really counts.

Take a picture of the Buffalo buffalo, located right next to the Brookshire Brothers grocery store.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

42

UCALTCamp Alto POW Camp
TX-294, 1.2 miles west of Alto

Alto

TX 31.650354 -95.092772

World War II had many affects in the US, one of which was the loss of many workers in the East Texas sawmills and 
paper mills when they joined the armed services.  As a result, seven camps were set up in East Texas to house German 
POWs to work in their places. This camp housed about a 100 German POWs who worked as loggers here.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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UCCDRCattlemen, Cowboys, and Drovers
201 Fort McKavett St, Mason, TX 76856

Mason

TX 30.74831 -99.231238

A cowboy on a horse, turned to look to his right. His right hand rests behind the cantle of the saddle. His left hand grips 
the reins near the saddle horn. He is wearing chaps, boots with spurs, a hat and a bandanna. He has a long mustache.

Take a picture of the cowboy statue located here at the Mason courthouse grounds.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

425

UCIDHCoupland Inn and Dance Hall
101 Hoxie Street

Coupland

TX 30.459495 -97.390267

In 1887, Civil War Major and former Travis County sheriff, Theodore Van Buren Coupland, founded a small town on 
inherited land.  This building, built in 1904 began as the Coupland Drug Company in 1911. It was also called Albers Drug 
Store in 1948. Three doctors practiced medicine and used a hand powered x-ray machine. The Coupland Tavern, built in 
1910, was formerly a hardware store, where pun-offs were held there quarterly. It also housed a newspaper called the 
Coupland World Globe News.  A bar/bar-back from the Old Tavern that was formerly in the Old Schlunberg Hotel is over 
100 years old.  It has bullet holes in the bar. The other bar/bar-back came out of a River Boat on the Mississippi River.

Take a picture of the sign "Coupland Dancehall & Tavern"

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

132

UCISTCistern Catholic Church
TX-95 and Jeddo Rd

Cistern

TX 29.817421 -97.219915

Cistern is on a hill surrounded by much flatter prairie land. Originally it was the portion of a league of land granted to John 
J. Whiteside by the government of Mexico in 1835.  Citizens decided to name the town "Cistern" because the water wells 
in the area had high mineral concentrations requiring that they use cisterns for drinkable water. It is said that the 
townspeople went to the large cistern at the mercantile store so often that the most common answer given when they 
were asked where they were going was "to the cistern".  Cistern has a heavy German and Czech cultural influence as 
noted by the common Czech trait in central Texas of naming their churches after Orthodox Saints Cyril and Methodius.

Take a picture of the statue and sign in front of the church that says "Ss Cyril and Methodius Church".

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

267

UCOSTCenter of the Old Spanish Trail
100 Military Plaza, San Antonio, TX 78205

San Antonio

TX 29.42485 -98.494844

The Old Spanish Trail auto highway (the OST) once spanned the country with a full 3,000 miles of roadway from ocean to 
ocean crossing 67 counties and eight states along the Southern border of the United States. Work on the auto highway 
began in 1915 and, by the 1920s, the trail linked St. Augustine, Florida, to San Diego, California, with its center and 
headquarters in San Antonio, Texas. The cities in between boasted a shared heritage of Spanish missions, forts and 
Spanish colonization. There are milestones at both ends of the trail and then there is this large, five ton, Texas granite 
boulder located at Military Plaza outside the San Antonio City Hall, marking the center (Mile 0) of the trail.

Take a picture of the large rock which markes the OST center.

daylight only
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UCPBWCamp Bowie Prisoner of War Camp
500 FM 45, Brownwood, TX 76801

Brownwood

TX 31.659041 -98.971514

Camp Bowie prison of war camp, established July 10, 1943, was located just east of the Brownwood Country Club dam. 
This facility was designed to accommodate up to 3,000 prisoners and housed German prisoners of war and was one of 21 
permanent camps in the state of Texas. Oddly enough it's now the site of the Thomas Havins Unit of the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice.

Take a picture of the historical marker here.  Beware the prison next door.  Seriously.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

59

UCPHNCamp Hulen Historical Marker
TX-35 and Marine Center Dr

Camp Hulen

TX 28.701894 -96.243236

Camp Palacios was established on this site in 1925 as the summer training camp for the Texas National Guard's 36th 
Division.  In 1930, the camp was renamed for Major General John A Hulen (1871-1957). Basic training continued until 
early 1944, when U.S. Soldiers were removed. German prisoners of war, guarded by a small contingent of U.S. personnel, 
were housed here from 1943 to 1945.

Take a picture of the historical marker her for Camp Hulen.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

64

UCPSGCamp San Augustine World War II P.O.W. Cam
Oaklawn St and N Clark St

San Augustine

TX 31.535412 -94.099356

During World War II, the U.S. military established multiple Prisoners of War (POW) Branch Camps at the request of East 
Texas communities seeking to boost federal economic investment and address local labor shortages. San Augustine, a 
branch of Camp Fannin (Smith Co.) was completed in March 1944. The first POWs, part of Germany's Afrika Korps, arrived 
here in April 1944, with a peak population of 331. POWs worked primarily on forestry projects. The camp remained open 
longer than any other branch camp in East Texas. After the war, several area branch camps closed and sent their POWs 
here, and later Camp Fannin, before repatriation to Europe. Camp San Augustine closed in April 1946.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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UCWONCave without a Name
25 Kreutzberg Rd

Boerne

TX 29.886298 -98.617419

The Cave Without a Name is a limestone solutional cave in the Texas Hill Country, located 50 miles west of San Antonio.  
It is a commercially operated show cave and is also a National Natural Landmark.  Although the cave has been open to the 
environment for many tens of thousands of years, the cave went largely unnoticed until the 1920s during the era of 
Prohibition when a small moonshine distillery was installed in the uppermost cavern. It again fell into obscurity until three 
local farm children rediscovered the sinkhole in 1935. The original owner of the property decided to open it as a 
commercial venture and got its name from a state-wide contest with a $250 prize. Due to the great natural acoustics 
created by 3 large solution domes on the ceiling of the large Queen's Throne room, the cave is host to 8-12 concerts each 
year, with attendances of up to 200 people. A resident of the cave is a rare blind Texas salamander known as the Kendall 
County salamander that may only be found in the Cave Without A Name and another area cave, Cascade Caverns.  The 
cave has a constant temperature of 65 degrees all year round.

Take a picture of the entrance to the cave.

10a-5p

************************************************************************************************************************

44

UCWTBClifton Whipple Truss Bridge
Between FM 1991 and CR 3112

Clifton

TX 31.792767 -97.572696

Built in 1884 by the Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio, at a cost of $6,465, this bridge spans 150 feet across 
the North Bosque River. This type of bridge, called a Whipple truss, was named for its designer. One of the few remaining 
Whipple truss bridges in the state, it opened up travel routes from the south and west to the north and east. Withstanding 
many floods, the bridge provided an important transportation connection for Bosque County residents from 1884 to 1941 
when traffic was routed west of the Bosque River to the newly constructed Highway 6.

Take a picture of the historical marker.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

528

UDUPCPainted church of Dubina
FM 1383 & Plano Bridge Rd

Dubina

TX 29.729223 -96.834716

From the outside, they look like many American country churches built around the turn of the last century -- arched Gothic 
Revival windows, facades clad in white frame siding or in stone, lone steeples rising up into the Texas sky.  Cross the 
threshold of these particular Texas churches and you'll encounter not a simple wooden interior but an unexpected 
profusion of color. Nearly every surface is covered with bright painting: exuberant murals radiate from the apse, elaborate 
foliage trails the walls, wooden columns and baseboards shine like polished marble in shades of green and gray. Dubina's 
first church was built in 1876, but was destroyed by a 1909 hurricane. Rebuilt in 1912, it survived a fire that all but 
destroyed the town.  Today, Dubina (Czech for ‘Oak Grove’) and the Saints Cyril and Methodius Church is included on the 
well-known "Painted Churches" tour.

Take a picture of the front of the famouse Dubina painted church.

daylight only
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UELVIDrunk Elvis
200 N Waco St

Hillsboro

TX 32.012934 -97.129941

The former county jail is now the county museum. According to the experts in Hillsboro, Elvis was imprisoned in their 
slammer for a night on a drunk and disorderly charge during the time he was in the Army and stationed at Fort Hood.  It 
looks like a house because the sheriff and his family lived in the front and the prisoners were locked up in the cell block in 
the back. In service from 1893 until 1983.

Take a picture of Elvis’ temporary residence, namely the sign that says "Hill County Cell Block Museum".

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

480

UEZEKEzekial Airship
204 W Marshall

Pittsburg

TX 32.99514 -94.969001

Baptist minister and inventor Burrell Cannon led some Pittsburg investors to establish the Ezekiel Airship Company and 
build a craft described in the Biblical book of Ezekiel. The ship had large, fabric-covered wings powered by an engine that 
turned four sets of paddles. It was built in a nearby machine shop and was briefly airborne at this site late in 1902, a year 
before the Wright brothers first flew. Enroute to the St. Louis World's Fair in 1904, the airship was destroyed by a storm. 
In 1913 a second model crashed, and the Rev. Cannon gave up the project.  In 2001, local residents built a replica of the 
famous machine and installed it in the local Northeast Texas Rural Heritage Depot and Museum.

The museum is open from 10a-4pm, admission is $4.  Take a picture of the replica airship hanging from the rafters.

Th-Sa 1000-1600

************************************************************************************************************************

35

UFLWMFlorence War Memorial
100 Chapman St

Florence

TX 30.84084 -97.794374

Florence was settled in the early 1850s and officially held that name in 1857 when it received it’s first post office.  Florence 
has dedicated its sons and daughters to the service of the nation in every major conflict since the Civil War.  This massive 
veterans’ memorial located near the center of town honors all veterans of each separate war and are arranged in a circle 
around a flagpole. The outside of the monuments are comprised of natural stone and the granite inner portions are carved 
into pointed “V”s. The inside portions contain the inscribed names of all those from the area who served. On the base of 
the flagpole are inscribed the names of local citizens who gave their lives in these wars.

Take a picture of the center piece of the immense community veterans' memorial for those killed in action.

anytime
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UFVPCFayetteville Precint Courthouse
101 W. Main St

Fayetteville

TX 29.904145 -96.676064

Incorporated in 1882, Fayetteville's square is complete on four sides with no gaps - which is something of a rarity in 
Texas. Several buildings, although now serving different purposes, still retain the original storefronts, in some cases even 
the previous signage.  At least four of the current buildings were previously saloons and the JP's office is conveniently next 
to the Beer Hall (and Confectionery). Fayetteville's first immigrant settlers were the families headed by John Crier, James 
Cummins, and James J. Ross, three of the Old Three Hundred.  Even though Fayette County was named after General 
Lafayette, the Revolutionary War hero, the community was named in 1844 after Fayetteville, North Carolina, for a 
prominent citizen of the time, who had surveyed the community, named its streets, and donated lots for the Fayetteville 
Academy and the town's multidenominational Union Church.  The town made national news during World War I when the 
town's mayor, W. C. Langlotz, and ten of the town's citizens were charged with espionage. They were arrested following 
the display of the flag of the German Empire over the entryway of the Germania club in Fayetteville. The group pleaded 
"not guilty": the mayor said the flag had been displayed by mistake.  Can you imagine if they had Facebook and Twitter 
back then?

Take a picture of the Fayetteville marker with the old county historical buildings in the background.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

32

UGRJLGroveton Trinity County Jail
162 W 1st St

Groveton

TX 31.055769 -95.127097

Built during the Great Depression, this county jail is still in use.  The unique architecture is typical of era buildings and 
marked the western-most section of the large county square.

Take a picture of the south facing entrance to the Trinity County Jail.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

49

UGUNBStatue of Liberty - Gun Barrel City, TX
2204 W. Main St

Gun Barrel City

TX 32.331168 -96.149271

The Boy Scouts of America celebrated their fortieth anniversary in 1950 with the theme of Strengthen the Arm of Liberty.  
The campaign was inaugurated in February with a dramatic ceremony held at the base of the Statue of Liberty.  Hundreds 
of smaller replicas of the Statue of Liberty have been created worldwide. Between 1949 and 1952, approximately two 
hundred 100-inch (2.5 m) replicas of the statue, made of stamped copper, were purchased by Boy Scout troops and 
donated in 39 states in the U.S. and several of its possessions and territories. The copper statues were manufactured by 
Friedley-Voshardt Co. (Chicago, Illinois) and purchased through the Kansas City Boy Scout office by those wanting one. 
The statues are approximately 81⁄2 feet tall without the base, constructed of sheet copper, weigh 290 pounds, and 
originally cost $350 plus freight. Many of these statues have been lost or destroyed, but preservationists have been able to 
account for about a hundred of them.

Take a picture of the replica Statue of Liberty in Gun Barrel City, Texas.

24 hours
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UHHMWHubbard Hot Springs Mineral Wells
600 N Magnolia

Hubbard

TX 31.850128 -96.799666

A well drilled near this site in 1894 produced hot mineral water at a depth of 3,100 feet. Hot mineral baths were popular 
then for treatment of various diseases.  In 1907, at the Hubbard well site, local businessmen built a one-story frame bath 
house and an adjoining open-air pavilion, where water could be collected for home use. In 1915, a 14-bed brick hospital 
was constructed nearby. Patients came from around the nation for the 21-day course of treatment. Success as a health 
resort created a boom period for Hubbard, which had a peak population of 2,200 in 1920. The popular bath house, owned 
at one time by Texas Governor William P. Hobby, was plagued by financial problems, however. During the 1920s, mineral 
deposits clogged the pipe, but the company lacked the funds to drill a new well. At the same time, modern remedies 
began to replace the hot baths. The Hubbard Bath House closed about 1930 and burned in 1934. In 1935, the hospital 
was converted into apartments, which are still here behind the historical marker.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

199

UHRCCHoly Rosary Catholic Church
8610 FM 2774

Frenstat

TX 30.397259 -96.653458

Burleson County has an extensive and rich Czech heritage.  Early Czech settlers established the town of Frenstat (named 
after the area they originated) and dominated this area and established most of the early farms and churches in the area.  
The Holy Rosary Catholic Church, although not the original building from the mid-1800's, has been located here for almost 
130 years.

Take a picture of the grotto in front of the church.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

69

UJWHAJohn Wesley Hardin
101 W Central Ave, Comanche, TX 76442

Comanche

TX 31.898293 -98.604038

John Wesley Hardin was not an outlaw; he was, however, a killer. It began with the killing of an ex-slave when he was 15 
years old when the Rangers came after him, and he killed them too. During a cattle drive, Hardin and others decided to 
spend the time in Comanche which was known for good horseracing.  Taking his winnings to town, he headed to the Jack 
Wright Saloon where Brown County Deputy Charles Webb waited to kill Hardin.  Hardin fled and later was arrested and 
brought back Comanche for trial. He was sentenced but later pardoned. In prison, Hardin studied law, setting up a 
practice after he was pardoned. In 1895, Hardin looked into a mirror inside the Acme saloon in El Paso Texas, in time to 
see John Selman shoot him in the head. Ironically, Selman had once himself been a prisoner in the Comanche County jail.

Take a picture of the marker for John Wesley Hardin here.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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UKKKTKu Klux Klan Trials
710 S Main St, Georgetown, TX 78626

Georgetown

TX 30.636842 -97.677202

In the 1920s, the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) was a nationwide organization that openly preached white supremacy and hatred for 
blacks, Jews, Catholics, and immigrants. In Texas, Klan membership peaked in 1923 with upwards of 150,000 members.  
On Easter Sunday 1923, ten Klansmen flogged and tarred Robert Burleson, a white traveling salesman, after Burleson 
ignored their warning to leave Georgetown. District attorney Dan Moody, a Taylor native, led prosecution against the 
Klansmen in a series of trials between September 1923 and February 1924.  After seven days of arguments, the jurors 
deliberated for twenty minutes before returning a guilty verdict and offering the maximum punishment for the crime.  
These trials were considered the first prosecutorial success in the United States against members of the 1920s Klan and 
quickly weakened the Klan’s political influence in Texas. Further, the publicity garnered by Moody following the trial led to 
his successful runs for State Attorney General in 1924 and Texas governor in 1926 and 1928. He was the youngest person 
ever elected to both statewide offices.

Take a picture of the historical marker here.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

66

UKNOPJohann Joseph Knopp House
N Milam St and W Schubert St

Fredericksburg

TX 30.280757 -98.875367

Built of native stone in 1871, soon after Knopp and his wife Katherina (Stein) came to America. From Germany they 
traveled six weeks by clipper ship to Indianola and by oxcart to Fredericksburg. They bought this homesite for $70 in gold. 
Knopp was a stonemason; family farm, a mile from this home, was worked by the wife and children.

Take a picture of the front of the house.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

70

ULINGLingleville
FM 8 and CR 408

Lingleville

TX 32.244636 -98.373224

Founded in 1884 by Jacob C. Lingle, the town of Lingleville originally covered a ten-block area. A post office was 
established in 1885, and by 1892 the community boasted stores, blacksmith shops, a mill, gin, and three churches. 
Although bypassed by the railroad, the town thrived and soon included education facilities and more businesses. Almost 
completely devastated by a downtown robbery and fire in 1901, the town rallied and rebuilt. The 1919 oil boom at the 
nearby Desdemona oil field brought increased settlement and business to Lingleville.

Take a picture of the front of the Lingleville Masonic Lodge #752.  We love our Masons.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 Page 75 of 86



69

ULVHLLoyal Valley and Herman Lehmann
Horse Mountain Rd, 500 ft E. of FM 2242

Loyal Valley

TX 30.575926 -99.00546

On May 16, 1870, 11 year old Hermann Lehmann and his brother Willie were working the wheat fields near their home in 
Loyal Valley when an Apache raiding party kidnapped the two boys.  Four days later, the Apache raiding party 
encountered a patrol of ten African-American cavalrymen led by Sgt. Emanuel Stance, who had been sent from Fort 
McKavett to recover the two Lehmann boys. In the short battle that followed, Willie Lehmann was able to escape, but the 
Apaches fled with young Herman. Sergeant Stance became the first black regular to receive a Medal of Honor for his 
bravery on this mission.  Hermann ended up being adopted by the Apache tribe and he chose to stay with the tribe, 
fighting with them against Texas Rangers and other white settlers over the years to come.  Joining up with a Comanche 
tribe later, he ended up living with Quanah Parker’s family where he was later legally adopted by Parker.  After the 
Comanche surrender to reservation life, Hermann returned to his family but never could assimilate back to his old life, 
returning to Oklahoma in 1900 to be close to his Apache and Comanche friends.  He did return to Loyal Valley where he 
died in 1932 and was buried here next to his mother.

Take a picture of the marker for Herman and Willie Lehmann.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

59

UMAMLMansfield Masonic Lodge
1170 S. US 287

Mansfield

TX 32.548673 -97.108466

Site of the very first NIITWIt Rally event, the Mansfield Masonic Lodge exists in Tarrant County and Johnson County.  As a 
true test to navigational skills, riders in the NIITWIt Rally Clinic had a difficult time just finding the lodge in the dark on 
that early morning last year.  Hopefully, you’ll have a little better luck.

Look for the sign on the right as you drive northbound on US 287 just north of Lone Star Rd.  Drive up to the lodge 
itself and take a picture of the lodge.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

51

UMAYPMaypearl F&M Bank
200 Main St

Maypearl

TX 32.308865 -97.01375

Bonnie and Clyde were known to hit banks all over Texas and became folklore villains.  In 1967, Warner Brother shot their 
version of the Bonnie and Clyde story starring Warren Beaty in the area.  The F&M Bank building, still on the corner of 1st 
and Main in Maypearl, was the site for some of the filming.  No longer a bank, the inscription “F&M Bank” is still over the 
old front door.

Take a picture of the front door of the old F&M Bank in Maypearl.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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UMDSPMartin Dies Jr. State Park
US-190, 0.9 miles east of FM-92

Woodville

TX 30.854021 -94.214971

Located on the northern edge of the Big Thicket, and at the forks of the Angelina and Neches rivers, lies an extraordinary 
ecosystem with extreme biodiversity. Martin Dies, Jr. State Park is comprised of approximately 730 acres and three state 
park units.  The park is situated alongside the 10,687-acre B.A. Steinhagen Reservoir and offers many campsites adjacent 
to the lake or one of several sloughs that meander through the park.  Martin Dies Jr. State Park is one of the best 
paddling destinations in Texas, which is odd because it is also known as one of the best interior Texas locations to find 
alligators in large numbers.  Hey, you go ahead and go paddle your heart out.  After recent events, the only alligators I 
want to see are shoes and handbags.

Take a picture of the Martin Dies Jr. State Park : Cherokee Unit sign.  You can get the sign on the north side of the 
road, by the water with the gators, or the south side, where all the girly-men get their photos.  Just sayin'…

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

83

UMGAPMetcalf Gap
TX 16/US 180, .25 miles west of US 180 & TX 16 intersection

TX 32.713707 -98.445471

Metcalf Gap is a pass through the Palo Pinto Mountains in western Palo Pinto County, Texas.  The bluffs of the mountains 
form an escarpment running southwest to northeast, intersected by the Gap, and rise some 250–300 feet above the 
pastures to the southeast. For about 100 years from 1856 through the 1950s, there was a small community serving the 
ranchers in the area that shared its name with the pass; as recently as 1940 the town included a store, a school, and a 
population of forty. Both the town and the pass were named for J.J. Metcalf, an early rancher and surveyor, who 
surveyed, among other things, the town site of county seat Golconda, now known as Palo Pinto.  Today, only isolated 
ranch houses stand on the pastures outside Metcalf Gap.

Take a picture of the sign showing you are at Metcalf Gap.  This sign is on the eastbound side of US 180 (south side of 
road).  You'll most likely have to stop on the shoulder for this picture.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

194

UMMOHAudie Murphy
600 I-30 Frontage Rd

Greenville

TX 33.124364 -96.088489

Audie Leon Murphy was one of the most decorated American combat soldiers of World War II, receiving every military 
combat award for valor available from the U.S. Army, as well as French and Belgian awards for heroism.  He was born and 
raised near Greenville and Farmersville, TX.

Take a picture of the Audie Murphy statue at the Audie Murphy museum.

1000-1700

************************************************************************************************************************
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UMUSTMustangs of Las Colinas
5221 N O'Connor Rd

Irving

TX 32.870614 -96.938809

Mustangs at Las Colinas is a bronze sculpture by Robert Glen that decorates Williams Square in Las Colinas in Irving, 
Texas. It is said to be the largest equestrian sculpture in the world.  The sculpture commemorates the wild mustangs that 
were historically important inhabitants of much of Texas. It portrays a group at 1.5 times life size,  running through a 
watercourse, with fountains giving the effect of water splashed by the animals' hooves. The horses are intended to 
represent the drive, initiative and unfettered lifestyle that were fundamental to the state in its pioneer days.

Take a picture of the foal jumping into the water and no more than one other horse (2 max). In other words, you're 
going to have to walk up and get close for the picture.  Anything not within these guidelines will not be accepted.

0800-0830

************************************************************************************************************************

64

UNBVMNativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Chu
419 FM3191, Cestohowa, TX 78113

Cestohowa

TX 29.010882 -97.933917

Cestohowa (originally Czestochowa) is on Farm Road 3191 and Cibolo Creek a mile west of State Highway 123 in northern 
Karnes County. It is a daughter settlement of Panna Maria, the oldest Polish settlement in America, and is named after the 
city in Poland where the famous painting of Our Lady of Czestochowa, the patroness of Polish Catholics everywhere, is 
enshrined. In 1873, a group of about forty families decided to start a new community five miles north. In 1877 land was 
donated for a church, which was completed on February 10, 1878, and is known as one of the 20 painted churches of 
Texas.

Take a picture of your motorcycle parked in front of the church.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

659

UNWLNNew London School
680 S. Main St.

New London

TX 32.239213 -94.941968

New London, Texas, was known as the richest independent school district in the United States. Due to its oil wealth, the 
district constructed a state-of-the-art school to house grades K-11.  On March 18, 1937 students were preparing for an 
Inter-scholastic meet in Henderson. At 3:17 p.m. an instructor in the shop class turned on a sanding machine which 
sparked, igniting accumulated natural gas from a leak in a crawl space beneath the school. In an instant, a good part of 
the building disintegrated in an explosion that could be heard for miles. Almost 300 students and teachers died in the 
blast.  Experts from the United States Bureau of Mines concluded that the connection to the residue gas line was faulty. 
The connection had allowed gas to leak into the school, and since natural gas is invisible and odorless, the leak went 
unnoticed. To reduce the damage of future leaks, within weeks of the explosion the Texas Legislature began mandating 
that thiols (mercaptans) be added to natural gas. The strong odor of many thiols makes leaks quickly detectable. The 
practice quickly spread worldwide.  A cenotaph of Texas pink granite was designed by Donald S. Nelson, architect, and 
executed by Herring Coe, Sculptor. Erected in 1939, it can be found on the median of Texas State Highway 42. Engraved 
on the stones facing the cenotaph are the names of the known victims by school grade.

Take a picture of the New London school monument using the historical marker as a place to hold your flag.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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UONIOOnion Creek Indian Fight
US 190, 4 miles southwest of Rochelle

Rochelle

TX 31.177674 -99.253998

One night in 1866, five men from Richland Springs (about 25 mi. NE) recovered stolen horses from Indians camped near 
here. A metal arrow hit a Mr. Lafferty, slid halfway around his skull, was cut out with a pocket knife, and Lafferty survived. 
The grave of an Indian casualty is about 30 yards north.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

69

UOPOWOrange POW Camp
5300 Old Hwy 90

Orange

TX 30.11159 -93.800109

During World War II, over 50,000 German prisoners of war were interned in over 70 Texas P. O. W. camps.  Detailed from 
a base camp at Huntsville, about 140 German prisoners were housed in a U. S. Army tent camp near this site in 1944. 
Located on land owned by the Lutcher Moore Lumber Company, the camp was built with construction materials and labor 
provided by the Orange County Farm Labor Committee of the U. S. Agricultural Extension Service. Transported to their 
work details by army trucks each day, the German prisoners worked as laborers in area rice fields, helping to bring in the 
harvest of farmers whose employees had gone to war. The work of the prisoners became a crucial element in the area's 
wartime food production, and many of the prisoners enjoyed good working relationships with their employers.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

774

UPCRCPolly's Chapel - Rodriguez Church
153 Creek Cir, Bandera, TX 78003

Bandera

TX 29.773716 -98.990382

Named for Policarpo Rodriguez (1829-1914), Texas Ranger, Army Scout and Guide; 1858 Privilege Creek settler. 
Converted here to Methodist faith, built with his own hands, in 1882, chapel of native stone, where he and others have 

Take a picture of Polly's Chapel.

7a-7p

************************************************************************************************************************

85

UPETWPetrified Wood Station
904 US-81 Business

Decatur

TX 33.228609 -97.578728

This site began as the Texas Tourist Camp in 1927.  The owner, E.F. Boydston, realized he could make more money from 
the travelers, so he built this gas station and added the Texas Lunchroom (now Whistle-stop Café). To spice up the place, 
his brother add petrified wood around the exteriors in 1935.  Bonnie and Clyde allegedly stayed in one of the cabins for a 
few nights. Interstates bypassed Decatur and the tourist spot slowly died. Boydston’s granddaughter restored the location 
and helped establish a historical marker at the location.

Take a picture of the Petrified Wood Station.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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UPHTHPocket's Hanging Tree in Halletsville
Park Rd 3 and Park Rd 1

Halletsville

TX 29.453476 -96.943899

Lew B. Allen, from nearby Sweet Home, took a liking to an Indian boy he met while driving cattle through the Indian 
Territory. He persuaded the boy to return with him and there the boy grew into manhood and became known as Pocket.  
On February 14, 1878, while under the influence of “firewater,” Pocket went on a rampage in Hallettsville, hollering and 
racing his horse through town.  He got in a fight with a local and lost.  He went to an associate to borrow a shotgun to 
“kill some turkeys he had seen near the road.”  Hyde, who was helping the associate, said he would go with Pocket and 
help kill the turkeys. Pocket got the shotgun, but told Hyde not to follow him. When Hyde persisted, Pocket shot him in 
the head.  Pocket was arrested and a jury found him guilty and condemned him to death by hanging.  Pocket’s execution 
was set for Friday, September 12, 1879.  An account of the hanging which appeared in the Galveston News stated that a 
crowd of several thousand men and women witnessed the event at the Shooting Match Grounds, now a city recreation 
park.

Take a picture of the marker "Old Hanging Tree' with the tree in the background.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

765

UPMOPPanna Maria Oldest Polish Settlement
FM 81 & CR 380

Panna Maria

TX 28.95736 -97.898369

Panna Maria (Silesian for Virgin Mary) is a small unincorporated community in Karnes County, Texas, United States. It is 
the oldest Silesian settlement in the United States, which most of whom speak a dialect of the Silesian language known as 
Texas Silesian.  A Franciscan missionary, Father Leopold Moczygemba, started recruiting Upper Silesians in 1852, when 
Silesia was part of the Kingdom of Prussia. The immigrants began arriving at Indianola in early December 1854. With carts 
to haul them inland being scarce, the immigrants walked to their land grants near San Antonio and the town was settled 
on Christmas Eve in 1854.  It claims distinction as the oldest permanent Polish settlement in America and as the home of 
the nation's oldest Polish church and school.

Take a picture of the marker "Town of Panna Maria'.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

81

UPOOLPoolville
FM 920 & West Ave

Poolville

TX 32.975281 -97.858384

The town of Poolville built up around a natural spring-fed pool in the Clear Fork of the Trinity River in Parker County. The 
pool, located one-half mile northeast of the present Poolville Town Square, was a well-known watering place for cattle 
herds on the way to market. Gradually a settlement grew around the pool area. About 1870 a saloon and a store owned 
by Jim Taylor provided residents a place to shop, trade, and visit. M.L. Scott operated a sawmill on the east end of the 
pool. About 1879 A.H. Major Dunn donated land for a town site which led to business and residential growth. A log 
farmhouse near the pool had served as the community's first school, but after 1879 a building was erected in the new 
town site for school and church purposes. Early 20th century business development included the first bank, organized in 
1905; two hotels; two blacksmith shops; a post office; saddle and harness shop; wagon yard; telephone office; and a 
cotton gin. A newspaper, The Poolville Searchlight was published about 1910. Homes, churches, and schools completed 
the community.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************
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50

UPVFAPleasant Valley Farmers' Alliance
US-183, 8.7 miles NW of Lampasas

Lampasas

TX 31.133407 -98.294561

First chapter of the Farmers' Alliance in Texas. Founded 1877, it became one of the strongest arms of the national 
agrarian reform movement of the era. The group was begun by John R. Allen on Donaldson Creek (1 mi. S) in a "rawhide" 
(rough) lumber school. Its main purpose was to improve ruinous farm living and economic conditions. Missing livestock 
were traced by 2 secret officers known as "Grand Smokies." In 1887 the 3,000 sub-alliances merged with the "Farmers' 
Union", then helped spark the Populist Party drive of the 1890's; but by 1900 they had died out.

Take a picture of the historical marker at this location.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

58

UPWSRPetrified Wood Speakeasy Ruins
Old Hwy 67 & FM 312

Glen Rose

TX 32.247411 -97.73017

Skeletal brick and petrified wood wall remains of a Prohibition era speak-easy (though it had a longer career as a gas 
station) locally called "Sycamore Grove." Glen Rose was promoted as the "Petrified City" after a 1920s boom in petrified 
wood construction.

Take a picture of the old station.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

13

URDOMRalph and Daye Oelfke Memorial near Brenham
US-290 and FM 1948

Brenham

TX 30.190458 -96.547682

In this quiet roadside park next to a small stream with a waterfall is a memorial marker to Ralph and Daye Oelfke for 
whom a scholarship at local Blinn College is named after for students pursuing degrees in business, math, engineering or 
science.

Take a picture of the marker dedicated to the Oelfkes.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

162

URGSBTexas Rangers and the San Saba Mob
500 E Wallace St, San Saba, TX 76877

San Saba

TX 31.195416 -98.717239

Removed from major roads and railways, early San Saba County residents had limited access to law enforcement and 
government. Beginning in the mid-1850s, citizens in and around the county formed vigilante mobs to dispatch justice. 
Although initially formed to protect residents, these mobs often evolved into organized gangs, terrorizing the residents 
they had initially formed to protect.  By the 1880s, a group unofficially called the San Saba Mob, or The Assembly, had 
killed numerous area settlers. Believed to have included religious leaders and elected officials, the Mob operated under 
strict ritual and secrecy, meeting clandestinely.  In 1896, in order to stop the violence, the state sent Texas Rangers to 
investigate.  To avoid interference from local officials believed to have ties to the group, they moved key trials to Austin 
and Llano. By 1900, the Rangers succeeded in breaking the Mob's control over county residents.

Take a picture of the historical marker here at the courthouse referencing the San Saba mob and Texas Ranger saga.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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35

URSIKRosenwald School in Kennard
304 TX-7

Kennard

TX 31.36143 -95.180123

Deep East Texas has never been known well for integrating easily with the progress of the Civil Rights movement.  Thus 
the existence of the Rosenwald School, funded through grants, for black students was wildly progressive for 1920 
Kennard.  Local residents brought hot lunches for the students because there was no money to feed the students.  This 
school educated thousands until the students were integrated into the primary (read "white") school system in 1955.

Take a picture of the roadside marker dedicated to the Rosenwald school.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

18

URTGSRound Top
397 E. Mill St

Round Top

TX 30.06414 -96.692535

As a part of the Stephen F. Austin colony, James Winn acquired 4,428 acres in 1831; the present townsite was included in 
this tract.  The community was originally known as "Townsend", after early settler Nathaniel Townsend.  Later the town 
was renamed "Round Top", since the postmaster lived in a house with a round tower.  Settlement by German immigrants 
began 1845 to 1847; these settlers began buying up the local farms and the town lots.  Joel Walter Robison, a fighter in 
the Texas Revolution and later a member of the Texas House of Representatives from Fayette County, was originally 
buried at the Florida Chapel Cemetery near Round Top but was re-interred in 1932 in the Texas State Cemetery in Austin.  
Round Top is the smallest incorporated town in Texas with a full service public library, the Round Top Family Library; and 
the smallest incorporated town in Texas with a local historic district, land use and architectural controls.

At the given coordinates, take a picture of the gate to the historic area which reads 'Round Top Area Historical Society'.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

49

URTVHRiley's Tavern Hunter
8894 FM1102, Hunter, TX 78132

Hunter

TX 29.806302 -98.023512

On September 19th, 1933, Texas became the first state to legalize alcohol sales after the repeal of Prohibition. When 
Prohibition ended, 17 year old J.C. Riley drove to Austin with his uncle in a Model T to get a permit for a liquor license. 
They arrived early and waited on the steps of the capitol for the doors to open. They were the very first in Texas to get a 
liquor license after prohibition and the license number was No. 00001.

Take a picture of your motorycle parked in front of Riley's Tavern.  Sure hope it ain't busy…

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

40

USFBSSheriff Hamilton Bass Dickson
103 S Fulton St , Wharton, TX 77488

Wharton

TX 29.310719 -96.100758

Sheriff Hamilton Dickson was shot and killed while attempting to arrest a suspect who had earlier murdered Constable 
Mose Townsend, of the Colorado County Constable's Office, during a jail break.  Sheriff Dickson and the sheriff from 
Colorado County had met up to look for the suspect. As the two sheriffs entered a brushy area the suspect opened fire, 
fatally wounding Sheriff Dickson. Both officers were able to return fire and kill the suspect.  Sheriff Dickson had been 
sheriff for four years. He was survived by his wife and two sons.

Take a picture of the obelisk monument to Sheriff Dickson located on the north side of the county courthouse building.  
Go for a close-up shot of his likeness near the base of the obelisk.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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77

USJBCSt John the Baptist Catholic Church
7850 Mensik Rd

La Grange

TX 29.787041 -96.858862

St. John the Baptist Catholic church opened in 1890. Destroyed by the hurricane of 1909, the church was rebuilt. It 
burned shortly thereafter and had to be rebuilt a second time.  It is one of the famous Texas painted churches still 
standing.

Take a picture of your motorcycle with the church prominently in the background.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

62

USPRASpradlin Log Cabin
N Main & Elm St

Edgewood

TX 32.699105 -95.886175

Adolphus Lane Spradlin (1863-1946) came to Texas from Indiana in 1875 with his parents. He settled at Hiram in Kaufman 
County and married Lee Ann Henson, of Cherokee ancestry. In 1898 he bought land in the Van Zandt County community 
of Small and built this dogtrot cabin of hand-hewn logs. In 1909 Spradlin sold the house and land to W. C. Sims and 
moved his family to Edgewood. He operated a cotton gin and served as justice of the peace for 22 years.

Take a picture of the historical marker in front of the Spradlin log cabin.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

47

USPURWorld's Largest Spur
1902 U.S. 281 S

Lampasas

TX 31.051304 -98.182163

It was built in Cherokee by artist Wayland Dobbs and installed outside a real estate office in Lampasas on March 14, 
2016.  Leah Caruthers, the owner of the real estate office, commissioned the spur, and has submitted paperwork to 
Guinness World Records to have it verified as the World's Largest Spur.

Take a picture of the World's Largest Spur.

Anytime

************************************************************************************************************************

62

USSGMSan Saba Grist Mill Waterwheel
110 Thomas Stewart Dr, San Saba, TX 76877

San Saba

TX 31.194934 -98.712737

In 1875, Guy Riesen damned Mill Creek to run a small hydraulic dam and irrigation system to bring water to his garden 
and the farms of a few nearby neighbors, and keep water troughs for horses at the courthouse full. Later reason sold his 
property John Brown, who used the dam and built a larger waterwheel to power his grist mill, which operated here for 
several decades.

Take a picture of the grist mill water wheel.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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73

UTASAThey Ain't Saints
Dove Rd, 400 feet east of TX 114

Southlake

TX 32.970221 -97.155833

Always on the run, Bonnie and Clyde had parked their car by the side of the road on Easter Sunday 1934, maybe to catch 
some sleep, maybe to await a rendezvous with Bonnie's mom, who lived nearby. Their peace and quiet was broken with 
the arrival of two curious motorcycle cops, who were immediately shot dead, their pistols still in their holsters when they 
were found only moments later.  Sixty-two years passed before an upright memorial slab to the two slain officers was 
erected on the spot, at the urging of one of the patrolmen's aged widows, who was, she said, sick and tired of the 
glorification of Bonnie and Clyde. The slab pins the officers' deaths directly on the outlaw lovers, labeling them "infamous 
criminals.”

Take a picture of the memorial to the fallen officers.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

677

UTHURThurber Smoke Stack
TX-108 and I-20, Thurber, TX

Thurber

TX 32.50791 -98.415819

Thurber is a coal-mining ghost town with a current population of about twenty five.  Coal mining operations began in 
Thurber in 1886 and reached a peak around 1918-1920, with a population of approximately 8,000 to 10,000. At the peak, 
Thurber was one of the largest bituminous coal-mining towns in Texas.  By 1920, conversion of locomotives from coal to 
oil reduced demand and lowered prices and miners left the area through the 1920s. By 1935, Thurber was essentially a 
ghost town.

Take a picture of the Thurber historical marker with the smokestack in the background.

7a-9p

************************************************************************************************************************

54

UTWTWThis Way, That Way
Corner of This Way and That Way

Lake Jackson

TX 29.04125 -95.44893

Lake Jackson was built as a company town for the Dow Chemical Co.  Its winding street grid was designed by Alden Dow, 
the boss's son.  When Alden asked his secretary for help naming the streets, she answered, "Don't ask me. You've got all 
these streets going this way and that way."  The town also has an Any Way.  It used to have a Which Way and a Run 
Way (by the airport) but these have since been renamed.

Take a picture of the street sign on the corner designating the intersection of This Way and That Way.

24 hours

************************************************************************************************************************

68

UUCVHUnion Valley City Hall
7965 FM 1565

Union Valley

TX 32.92922 -96.250607

From its inception, Union Valley served area farmers as a school and church community.  Moves to incorporate Union 
Valley arose in response to the rapidly growing and expanding communities to the west and to prevent annexation by 
Royse City or any other city, partly because some residents feared that liquor stores would come to the community.  The 
city finally incorporated in 2007.  The city council used to meet at the (volunteer] fire station, which is considered the 
heart and pride of the community, until a new "grand" city hall was built next door.

Take a picture of the Union Valley City Hall.

Daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************
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44

UVERTVertical Railroad Track
Park Rd 76

Rusk

TX 31.805812 -95.194507

The Texas state prison system established the railroad in 1881. Inmates built the line, which was used to transport 
hardwood which was used as fuel for the furnaces at the prison-operated iron smelter at the Rusk Penitentiary. The 
furnace supplied the State of Texas with iron products, including the columns and dome structure for the capitol building 
in Austin.  Once the train line was completed into Palestine, the line was easily accessible to the main lines and commerce 
in and around the area flourished. In 1913 the prison ceased operations of the iron furnace and the Penitentiary was 
converted into the state mental hospital.  The railroad was conveyed to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in 1972 
and state inmates were again brought in to help with the creation of the state historical park. The park and railroad were 
opened to the public on July 4th, 1976, as part of the nation’s Bicentennial Celebration.

Take a picture of the vertical railroad track at the entrance to the state park.

daylight only

************************************************************************************************************************

68

UWASHFirst Washateria
1344 N Main St

Fort Worth

TX 32.777805 -97.34659

Laundromats are facilities where cloths are washed and dried without much personalized professional help.  The very first 
laundromat was opened in 1934 in Fort Worth, TX.  The original machines were rented by the hour.  The business had a 
contest to name the establishment and the winner term was "washateria", which is a common name in Texas for a 
laundromat but not as much elsewhere.  The first coin-operated laundromat opened in Philadelphia in 1947.

Take a picture of the front of the building which housed the original washateria.  Due to the location, we recommend 
you try to get the shot from the restaurant across the street.

8a-7p

************************************************************************************************************************

84

UWOOTWootan Wells
TX-6 and FM 1373

Bremond

TX 31.139028 -96.722612

Wootan Wells was a famous health resort founded by Francis Marion Wootan, who moved to Texas from Alabama in 1873. 
In 1878, Wootan dug a seventy-five-foot well to supply his farmstead with water, which subsequently turned his plates 
yellow and his clothes red. After learning of the water's high mineral content, Wootan advertised the water as a curative. 
For the next year water was distributed freely and demand for land around the well grew. In 1880, Wootan bottled the 
water and marketed the property as a health resort. In 1881 three more wells were dug, and four hotels were built.  By 
1890 Wootan Wells had 200 permanent and 2,000 summer residents.  Droughts, an 1899 flood that damaged buildings 
and destroyed roads, and the discovery of hot mineral water in nearby Marlin caused the decline of Wootan Wells.  A 1916 
fire destroyed the cottages and hotels, but the bottling works continued to operate until it burned in 1926.

Take a picture of the historical marker for Wootan Wells.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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64

UWPLGWilliam Preston Longley Giddings
US 290 and Dallas St

Giddings

TX 30.183134 -96.9478

A notorious gunman of the 1870's, Longley's first murder occurred when he was just 16 and the next eleven years he 
killed some three dozen more people. Like many of the old west killers, the only gunfighter with a gun in most of his 
gunfights was reported to be only Longley.  He was born Austin County, Texas and he ended life on a gallows not far 
distant in Lee County, hanged for the 1875 shotgun murder of his boyhood friend Wilson Anderson. There are many 
myths and legends about both his life and his death. He was known to repeatedly bragg about his killings, perhaps to 
acquire the same degree of fame as a killer as John Wesley Hardin.  In death, the myth was that he really wasn't hung 
and that there was no body in his grave. When the remains at the grave were tested for DNA, it was proven that it was 
indeed Longley.

Take a picture of the grave and state marker for William Longley.

anytime

************************************************************************************************************************
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